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The old home located at 4101 Orchard Drive, Fairfax, Virginia is thought to be at
least 200 years old.  It was once part of the immense Ravensworth Land Grant of
21,996 acres issued to Col. William Fitzhugh of Stafford County, Virginia in 1694.
About 1750 the Ravensworth tract was divided between two of Col. William Fitzhugh’s
grandsons.  Present-day Braddock road was the line of division. Grandson William
Fitzhugh received all patent land south of Braddock Road and grandson Col. Henry
Fitzhugh received all lands north of Braddock Road. The land remained in the Fitzhugh
family for over one hundred years when one thousand, three hundred thirty-two acres
(1,332) comprising the extreme northwest portion of the original land grant was sold
to Augustine J. Smith and Henry Rose of Fairfax County, Virginia in 1796.  One year
later, one thousand acres was purchased by Richard Ratcliffe, founder of the Town of
Providence, now the City of Fairfax.  Richard Ratcliffle devised 493 acres to his son
Robert in 1811.  Robert Ratcliffe retained ownership of the property until 1836 when
he sold it to John Powell.

Then came a succession of speculative absentee owners who undoubtedly leased
the land. Owners Robert Proctor and Owen Westcott were New Yorkers. In 1858, the
property was sold to a Grocer from Ulster County, New York, Elisha C. Ostrander.
He operated a Grocery business in N.W. Washington, D.C. with a partner John W.

Yewell.  This may have been the origin of the story associating the Powell/Ostrander farm with the Willard Hotel.  According
to a brief history in Northern Virginia Heritage, by Eleanor Lee
Templeman c. 1959, this land comprised the Willard Hotel Winery. "...the
winery supplying them [The Willard Hotel] and this gardner's cottage
were in existence by 1820...."

Although a native of New York, Elisha Ostrander was arrested
in 1862 by Union forces on suspicion of being a "disloyal person" and
held for two weeks at the Old Capitol Prison in Washington, DC.  It is
unclear where he and his family spent the balance of the Civil War, but
by 1874 he was operating a grocery business in Washington, DC. In
1875, the Ostrander’s sold the farm to fellow New Yorker, Manville
Augustus Austin, and his wife, Julia O. Austin.  Another interesting
footnote occured with the purchase of the farm by the Austin's. This
deed description of references the western boundary as Roberts Road.
This is the earliest known reference to Roberts Road, thus making it one
of the older roads in the City of Fairfax.

Manville Austin was the son of Valorous & Amanda (Hodges) Austin and a Metropolitan Police Captain. He and his
family undoubtedly lived on the farm intermittently until he retired from the police force around the turn of the century. The
Austin's owned the Farm for 31 years.

Again, there were a series of speculative owners until the property was ultimately sold to Harry and Emma Clark in
1916.  The Clark's were members of the Vienna Presbyterian Church.  Harry Clark was on the Fairfax Town Council in the
1930's and Emma was a teacher at the Fairfax School (now the Fairfax Museum and Visitors Center).

The Powell/Ostrander House c. 1800?
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