i

The Fare Facs Gazette

The Newsletter of Historic Fairfax City Inc.

HECI

Volume 10, Issue 2

Spring 2013

Fokiere i ity .

Historic Fairfax City, Inc.
"Fare Fac - Say Do"

Executive Officers
David L. Pumphrey President
SandraS. Wilbur Vice-Pres.
AlbertL. Leightley Treasurer

Chargeof the Gray Devils

By William Page Johnson, |1

InApril 1995, an officer of alocal heritage association from
Jamestown, North Carolina contacted me. He was seeking
information about the death and buria of aConfederate officer who
had been killed at the Battle of Fairfax Sation on June 27, 1863.

Christopher Kelley Secretary

& Hewent onto relate that he thought that the grave of Confederate
Major John Henry Whitaker of the 1% North Carolina Cavary had been

B ey i desecrated. He was outraged that Major Whitaker’s broken and discarded
PatriciaA. Fabio Director tombstone had been found dumped along side of Interstate 85 in North Carolina
Mary D, Cahier preco | genuinely wanted to help him but | was completely ignorant of thisevent. | had
glon-dWTLPage Johnson, 11 B?r:cctm never heard of the Battle of Fairfax Station, the death of Major Whitaker, or
Jenaze 'L?L'in?,?;f D::ecg wherehemight beburied. Being an avid Civil War historian who had grown up
WayneA. Morris Director inFairfax, | waseven alittle doubtful that the gentleman from North Carolina
Deborah E. Mullan Director . . .
Michael A. Pappas Director knew what he wastalking about. But | was determined tofind out.
Hon. Penny A. Rood Director o . )
Edward C. Trexler, Jr. Director Within afew daysof that first call, the gentleman from North Carolina
Barry R. Wickersham Director .
called againto say that the mystery was solved. It seemsthat the great-nephew
-4 —— of Mg or John H. Whitaker, Whitmel M. Joyner, of New Hill, North Carolina,
N
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had ordered a tombstone from the Sugar N

Veterans Administration in 1995 to
memoriaizeWhitaker’'s Confederate
service and mark his grave.?
Unfortunately, when the tombstone
arrived it was damaged and Joyner
refused shipment. Theddivery truck
driver then evidently had simply
dumped the marker along the
Interstate, whereit wasdiscovered by
theNorth CarolinaState Police. Mgor
Whitaker still lay undisturbedinhis
grave. End of story?Yes, but not for
me. Severa questionsstill lingered.
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Fairfax Court House, Vitginia
Adapted from U.S. Military Topographical Map, January 1, 1862
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Fairfax, Virginia, June2013
Messagefrom the President

This has been a very active spring for HFCI, the
City of Fairfax Department of Historic Resources
and City of Fairfax Civil War Sesquicentennial
Committee. On March 9* we had the
Reenactment of Mosby’s Raid, on April 17™ we
had a talk by Howard Coffin on the experiences
of Vermont soldiers who were serving here
during that Raid and on April 27 the City held the
Annual Civil War Day at Blenheim. In addition
the Museum held a number of talks on historic
themes and organized new exhibits.

This fall on September 27, HFCI will be holding
the annual Taste of the Vine fundraiser. The
wines of Barrel Oak winery will be featured at
this year’s Taste of the Vine and the appetizers
will be provided by Café Italia. We will again
have the popular silent auction that features a
wide range of gifts, services and other great
items. This is our most important fundraising
activity and we hope that everyone will plan on
attending.

HFCI’s support for the restoration of the City’s
historic properties is also continuing this year.
HFCI is contributing $25,000 toward work at
Blenheim house. This work is critical to making
the house safe for future expansion of visitation
and use. Your continued support for our
organization is critical to continuing this
important work.

Please check our website http://
www.historicfairfax.org for information about
these events as well as many others.

David L. Pumphrey
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At the Fairfax Museum

and Historic Blenheim...

Saturday, Junel5—-2p.m.

“Sunstroke and Ankle-Deep Mud” — Join authors
Brian McEnany and Jim Lewisfor theuntold story of the
UnionArmy’sll Corps arduousmarch acrossNorthern
Virginiaontheway to Gettysburgin June 1863. L ocation:
The Civil War Interpretive Center at Historic
Blenheim, 3610 Old Lee Highway. 703-591-0560.
Historic Blenheim is open: 12 - 4 p.m., Tuesday—
Saturday; guided tour at 1 p.m.

Saturday, July 27—-2p.m.

“Unknown or Unfamiliar Civil War Incidentsin
Fairfax County”

Listentolocal historian Don Hakenson weavethese
storiesof John S. Mosby and more.

Saturday, August 24—2p.m.
Saturday, August 24, 2p.m.
Program TBA

Saturday, September 23—7p.m.

Fall for the Book Festival Program with GMU
“Black Soldiersin White Regiments’

Dr. Juanita Patience Moss, will share her ten years of
research on 2,000 black soldierswho served inwhite
regimentsduring the Civil War

_____—,’*_*’.—__‘,,__

Second Sunday Series...

Sunday, July 14— 2p.m.

“Songs and Stories of the Red, White and Blue.”
Musical presentation by Matthew Dodd tellsthe stories
behind the composition of our most popular patriotic
songs. Location: Programwill beat Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax.

Sunday,August 11— 2p.m.

“TheSory of Pie.” Illustrated talk by Debbie Waugh,
Historic House Coordinator at Green Spring Gardens,
Alexandria, and display of cookbooksfrom the City’s
Historic Collections showing pierecipes.

Continued next page w
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Sunday, September 8 — 2 p.m. Looking for Mosby.
Guided walking tour of the Fairfax City Cemetery with
stops at the graves of men, who served in “Mosby’s
Rangers.” Fee: $5.00. Met at the Cemetery, 10567 Main
Sreet, Fairfax.

Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center, 10209 Main
Street, Fairfax. 703-385-8414

Historic Blenheim and The Civil War Interpretive
Center, 3610 OId Lee Highway, Fairfax. 703-591-
0560

e —

Guided Walking Tours of
Old Town Fairfax

June 15, July 27, August 24, September 14, and October
26. Tourswill garta 11 am, step off from Ratcliffe-Allison
House, 10386 Main Street, Fairfax, and includesatour
of the historic house. Cost: $5/adults; $3/youth, ages6 -
12. Children under 6 free. Family rate: $15. Tours last
approximately 90 minutesandinclude stopsat the Fairfax
County Courthouse (1800) and several antebellum
buildings.

Reservations: 703-385-8414. Tourswill be cancelled due
toinclement weather.

) ——

Historic Ratcliffe-Allison House,
10386 Main Street, Fairfax

Open for the Season - Saturdays, 11
a.m. — 2 p.m. through October 26.

Discover the lives of Ratcliffe-Allison House's many
residents and owners—from nineteenth-century tradesmen
to a twentieth-century newspaper columnist. See the
exhibition: “ Dr. Kate Waller Barrett: Mother to Many.”
Free. 703-385-8414. To book youth or adult group tours
(%$25), Monday through Friday; please call 703-385-8415.

What was the Battle of Fairfax Sation? What happened
to Mgjor Whitaker, and where was he buried?

TheBeginning

On Saturday, June 27, 1863, a cavalry skirmish
occurred in Fairfax at the start of the pivotal Gettysburg
Campaign. Thisevent, inasmdl way, influenced the outcome
of that decisive battle. By comparison, it wasinsignificant
and completely overshadowed by the larger action in
Gettysburg. It wasalso alopsided affair. For the Southern
cavarymeninvolved it wasbut amomentary distraction, a
footnote in the overall campaign. But for the Northern
horsemen it was a character defining moment, an
exclamation, an event of such singular significance the
memory of whichtimefailedto dim, even after 50 years.

Today, there are no markersto record thisevent and
thevery land doesnot yield any clues. Local historiansdo
not revel inretelling thistale. Most, in fact, are not even
awareof it.

Stuart’sRide

One of the more controversial aspects of the Battle
of Gettysburg, July 1-3, 1863, and afactor that may have
contributed to the Confederate defeat, iswhat has cometo
beknownas “ Suart'sRide,” and the conspicuous absence
of the better part of the Confederate cavalry from thebattle.
For eight days Confederate commander, General Robert E.
Lee, was completely out of contact with his cavalry
commander General JamesEwell Brown “ Jeb” Stuart.

By the spring of 1863, the Federal army lay opposite
Fredericksburg, Virginiaa ong the Rappahannock River. The
Confederate army waspositioned on the opposite bank. The
Federal objectivewasthe Confederate capital, Richmond,
Virginia. Genera Leewanted to draw the Federd army away
fromthisposition, and, if possible, shift thetheater of war to
the north. Experience had taught him that any movement
north, toward the Federal capital, would cause a similar
movement inthe Unionarmy.

In early June, L ee began moving hisarmy north. As
expected, the Union army, under command of Generd Joseph
Hooker, withdrew from Fredericksburg and, being unaware
of Lee's intentions, formed a defensive front in Fairfax
County guarding the approachesto Washington. Hooker
established hisheadquartersat Fairfax Court House (now
the City of Fairfax).

General Stuart, who had been massing his cavalry
forcesat Brandy Station, was heavily engaged thereon June
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9 with Union cavalry. Stuart then moved to support and
screen amovement by General James Longstreet on the
west side of the Blue Ridge into the Shenandoah Valley.
Stuart, with five brigades, remained at the Ashby and
Snickersgapswheretherewassgnificant fightingwith Union
cavary Junel7-21.

Stuart, in accordancewith instructionsfrom Lee, was
to leavetwo brigadesto screen the Confederate advance,
and, if practical, move around Hooker’s rear, harass him
and delay hispursuit.? Leehoped that by having hiscavary
threaten the Union rear he could delay their crossing of the
Potomac until he could capture Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
But Stuart’sraid was prolonged to such an extent hedid not
arrive at Gettysburg until the battlewasalmost over. Inhis
official report of the battle, Leewould later write:

“In the absence of the cavalry, it was
impossible to ascertain hisintentions, but to
deter him from advancing farther west, and
intercepting our communication with
Virginia, it was determined to concentrate
the army east of the mountains. . . . The
movements of the army preceding the battle
of Gettysburg had been much embarrassed
by the absence of thecavalry. . .. Inexercise
of the discretion given him... General Suart
determined to pass around the rear of the
Federal Army with three brigades.... He
marched from Salem [ now Marshall] on the
night of June 24 intending to pass west of
Centreville, but found the enemy’s force so
distributed as to render that route
impracticable. Adheringto hisoriginal plan,
he was forced to make a wide detour through
Buckland and Brentsville, and crossed the
Occoquan at Wolf Run Shoals on the
morning of the 27". Continuing his march
through Fairfax Court-House and
Dranesville, he arrived at the Potomac,
below the mouth of Seneca Creek, in the
evening.” ®

By June 25 the Confederateinfantry had crossed the
Potomac into Maryland. In the predawn of that morning
the Confederate cavalry under Stuart al so began to move.
Leaving the brigades of generasBeverly H. Robertsonand
William “Grumble” Jones, to hold the gaps, he proceeded
southeast from Salem (now Marshall) with the remaining
three brigades of generals Fitzhugh L ee, Wade Hampton
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andW. H. F. Lee, withthelatter being under thetemporary
command of Colonel John R. Chambliss. Accompanying
themwerethe 18 and 2 HorseArtillery with six field pieces,
and several ambulances. Altogether this force totaled
approximately 5,000 men.

Stuart’s obj ective wasto pass between Washington
and the main body of Hooker’sarmy still in Fairfax. In
moving behind the Union army, Stuart hoped to succeed by
relying on stealth and speed. However, Stuart’s progress
was s owed because hiscolumnwastoo large. In addition,
he needed to stop and graze his horses often. After two
yearsof warfare, therewasvery littleforageto befoundin
northern Virginia. He also encountered Federal troopsin
so many unexpected placesthat he had to alter hisroute.

Arriving at Buckland on June 25, Stuart found his
intended routethrough Haymarket blocked by alargewagon
train guarded by Unioninfantry. Hewasforced to extend
his line of march 20 miles farther south through Prince
William and Fairfax counties.

Onthenight of the June 26 Stuart camped in Prince
William County between Brentsville and the Occoquan
River. Thenext morning he crossed the Occoquan River
at Wolf Run Shoals and headed toward Fairfax Station.
Stuart sent Fitzhugh L ee’s brigade to Burke Station with
instructionsto search for the enemy and any suppliesand
meet at Fairfax Court House by way of Annandale. Stuart
reached Fairfax Station about 10:00 AM where hefound
severa wagonsof oatsand mixed corn. They stopped and
unbridled their horsesto alow themto feed. An advance
guard of approximately 15 to 20 men was sent ahead to
Fairfax Court House.

While these movementswere occurring, the Union
command had been trying to determinewhat washappening.
They sent out regular cavalry patrolsinto Fairfax County
and the surrounding countrysideto gather intelligence on
Confederate movements. On June25word finally reached
Union army commander Joe Hooker that Lee, withhismain
army, had crossed the Potomac into Maryland and was
headed to Pennsylvania. There was still uncertainty,
however, asto where al of the Confederate forces were
and additional concernfor thevast amount of supplies|eft
in Fairfax County by Hooker’sarmy. The 11" New York
Cavalry (aka. Scott’s 900) was ordered to scout asfar as
Centrevillefor thispurpose:

“Headquarters Department of Washington,

Continued next page gér—'
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June 27, 1863 — 2:40 P.M. (Received 4:30
PM.)

Brigadier-General De Russy, Commanding,
&c., Arlington House:

Five companies of the Scott’s Nine Hundred
Cavalry have been ordered to report to you
as soon as possible. The major-general
commanding [Heintzelman] directsthat you
order this cavalry to make the necessary
reconnaissance’s in front of the works, and
report your orders and the result of the
reconnaissance’s to these headquarters. . .

Respectfully,

C.H. Potter,
Assistant Adjutant-General” 4

Scott’s 900

The 11" New York Cavalry was organized in the
winter of 1861-1862 by Colond JamesBarrett Swain (1820-
1895) and was made up primarily of men from northern
New York and New York City. A significant number of
Irish, English and other European immigrantsfilled their
ranks. They were known by the nickname* Scott’s 900"
in honor of ThomasAlexander Scott, Assistant Secretary
of War, whowasafriend of Swain. Swain’sintention was
toorganizean diteregiment. Themenall wornfancy blue
uniformswith distinctive piping. They werewell trained,

Colonel James Barrett Swain

MILITA‘RY' 11th New York Cavalry, Scort's 900
CAYALRY,. ! Source: The Story of a Cavalry Regiment, © 1897

Hzap q'f,f*gl‘;f{‘r?;ﬁ?ﬁg& e il but were equipped mainly with sabers and afew pistols.

By the authority from the War department, and the Each company used a different type of horse in order to

sanction of Iis Excellency, Gov. Morgan, JAMES B. . . .
SWAIN, First Cavalry, U, 9. A., is now recruiting for a ( | distinguish onecompany from another. One company, for

Regiment of Volunteer Cavalry, to serve for three years, i
or during the war. y example, wasgiven sorrels, another grays, and another bays

By the kindness of His Excellency Gov. Morgan, and and soon.
oqf 5uu{-tcmrmst%1: Arhthur.btlle brick Earratrg:s, ab t'éhe
uarantine Landing, have heen assigned as tne quurlers :
of the Regiment, during ita format_ion% 4 The regiment left New York on May 5, 1862 for
Lieut. Swain has orders to join the army in the ficld, Washington. They were attached to the Military District of
for active service, as soon as the different battalions mav . g .
be organized. Washington and the 22" Army Corps. When they arrived

The uniforms, equipments and arms for the Regiment : h
have been provided, and will be served to the men as fast they were stationed at the extreme northern end of 7" Street

as&&iﬁ?i:ﬁﬁ'fc t;hrts of companies recruited, will be across frqm the Soldiers Home. Their Camp was called
received, and organized, on application at these head- | [ Camp Relief, n_ot becauseltoffergd any rellefto_the men,
Clux;tﬁ:isé is.?mbnbly the last an d ouly Regimeut of Cay- bu‘t aufter thewife of Colonel Swain, Relief Davis Swain.
s o o e i b o the S0, mas | | I - S NS 2 PGS parere greund 1t e
embrace Lhis OpPOrtunity. JAMES B. SWAIN, i | encircled by an oval racetrack that was used for exercising

Firat Cavalry, U. 8. A., Colonel Commanding. | | thehorses.

New York Times, November 28, 1861, p. 5.

5 Continued next page w
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Throughout that summer, the regiment trained at
Camp Relief and made raids on suspected Confederate
recruiting areasin Maryland and Virginia. On their forays
into Virginia, James H. Sherman, a native of New York
who had moved to Dranesville beforethe war, befriended
them. Sherman, who lived along Leesburg Pike, had
remained loyal to the Union. He acted as a scout for the
Union cavalry, often guiding Scott’ s 900 through the Fairfax
County countryside.®

Many of the men of the Scott’s 900 regiment were
notoriousfor getting into serioustroublewhileinWashington:

“Philip Wolcott, of ‘ Scott’s 900,” and John
Eiche, a citizen, were sent to the
Guardhouse by the Provost Marshall
Thursday; thefirst on the charge of stealing
a horse, and the latter with receiving it.”

A favorite pastimeof many menintheregiment were
theinfamousWashington brothels:

“CAPTURE OF ALL IN ‘THE BANDBOX.’
— Saturday evening, about 8 o’clock, a
general muss occurred among females at
Madame Wolfe's, corner of Thirteenth and
C streets, all about a soger [soldier] boy
belonging to Scott’s 900. The police were
called upon by the neighbors, and
Roundsman Tait, with officers Bigley and
Parker entered the house and arrested all
hands. Justice Clayton, before whom they
were taken, fined Madam Wolf $10 for
keeping a disorderly house. Ellen Woods,
Emma Richards, Alice Jones, Nellie Scott,
Kate Marshall and Kate Coleman werefined
$2.50 each for disorderly conduct. Kate
Coleman having the funds, paid all thefines.
The house formerly kept by the Madam was
known as the ‘Den,’” but the house she has
purchased recently is known as ‘Bandbox
No. 1.” 7

PrivateWilliam Dorringtonwasfound guilty in District
of ColumbiaCrimina Court on January 25, 1864, of steding
the coronet from M. Trojsa, amusician. After Judge Olin
rendered hisverdict hewasheardto reply:

“ 1 wish the exigencies of the service would
demand that this regiment should be
disbanded, or removed out of the District,

as the courts have had more trouble with
them than with the thieves and vagabonds
of the city. | have never seen such a band
of men congregated before in one regiment,
and if they are not soon ordered away from
here, | amafraid | will have to sentence the
larger portion to the Albany Penitentiary.” @

They werenot al bad however. On July 29, 1862,
the War Department issued General Order No. 91, which
disbanded al regimental bands. Theofficersof theregiment
agreed to contribute apercentage of their own pay tosustain
what would now bea“ volunteer” band.® When Vicksburg
fell on July 9, 1863, the Scott’s 900 Volunteer Band helped
theinhabitants of Georgetown celebrate:

“THE SURRENDER OF VICKSBURG. —
Demonstration in Georgetown. Last night
the young men of Georgetown confiscated
all the barrels and boxes they could lay
hands on, and made a tremendous bonfire
in honor of the surrender of Vicksburg. A
large company of citizens, headed by the
band of ‘Scott’s 900," proceeded to the
residence of Mrs. Admiral Porter and
complimented her with a serenade.” °

Scout to Fairfax

On Friday afternoon, June 26, 1863, Colonel Swain
issued ordersfor aportion of hiscommand to scout into
Fairfax County. An 82-man squadron, comprising
companies B and C, left Camp Relief and headed into
Virginialateintheafternoon. Thesquadronwasunder the
command of 31-year-old Major Seth Pierre Remington,
thefather of future western sculptor Frederic Remington.™
Their objectivewas Centreville. They crossed the Potomac
River at Georgetown and proceeded to Fairfax Court House
by way of ColumbiaPiketotheL.ittleRiver Turnpike. They
arrived at Fairfax Court House about 10 PM and set up
camp inthe Courthouseyard. They cooked rationsfor the
next day, posted guards and settled infor thenight. The
men did not deepwell however. Fairfax wasbathedinthe
light of afull moon and the eerie, unsettling glow from
hundreds of campfiresleft burning in the deserted camps
of theArmy of the Potomac, which had |eft theday before.
Twenty-four-year-old Lieutenant GeorgeA. Dagwell of
Co. Cremembers:

“First in one direction and then in another,
a fire would flash up for a moment, as

Continued next page w
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Major Seth Pierpont Remington
11th New York Cavalry, Scot's 900

Source: The Story of a Cavalry Regiment, © 1897

though some unseen hand had replenished
it. Some of the lads thought it was powder
that flared up as the fire reached it. To say
the least it looked weird and uncanny in the
darkness... in our imagination, we thought
we could see persons flitting by and around
some of these fires, but was it our
imagination?” 12

The matter was reported to Mg or Remington who
determined that it was probably some of the citizens of the
town. The guard was instructed to keep a sharp eye on
any firethat looked asif it was being disturbed. Most of
the men did not get more than acouple of hours sleep that
night.

The next morning, June 27", at the same time
Confederate General Stuart was crossing Wolf Run Shoals
to the south, Maor Remington and his squadron were
watering their horsesin Accotink Creek just below the Court
House before resuming their march to Centreville.

TheCourthouseYard WasFull of Johnnies

TheNew Yorkersarrived at Centrevilleabout 9AM
and found the village nearly deserted except for a few
hospital storesleft by Hooker’sarmy. Looking off inthe
direction of Fairfax Station, they saw mounted men moving
inand out of thewoods. Major Remington assumed these
men to be some of Mosby’s* Bushwhackers’ —aterm of
derison givento Confederate partisan ranger John S, Mosby
and his men.®* After a short interval, they returned to
Fairfax Court House the way they had come. When they
reached the intersection of the Centreville Road and the
LittleRiver Turnpike (what are now routes50 and 29inthe
City of Fairfax) they werefired on fromtheleft side of the
road. Againit wasassumed to be either more of Mosby’s
Bushwhackers or secesh citizens. None of the Union
horsemen were hit, but the noi se spooked one of the horses,
causing itsrider, Private Thomas Owens, to fall off. The
horse proceeded to run off in thedirection of Fairfax Court
House. Private ThomasWest Smithimmediately took off
after theriderlesshorse, which he overtook just asit entered
the Fairfax Court Houseyard. On turning the corner the
young trooper was stunned to see perhaps 20 to 30
Confederate soldiers. Or ashewould later put it:

“ The courthouse yard was full of Johnnies!”
14, 15

The soldiers were Confederate cavalrymen, the
advance guard of Stuart’sarmy scouting in advance of the
main cavalry force. They were apparently taking arest
and engaging in sometarget practicedirectly infront of the
Court House. They immediately swung their pistolsontoa
wide-eyed Private Smith and ordered him to surrender. Not
wasting an instant, Smith wheel ed his mount and spurred
himself out of the yard and around the corner of the Court
Housewith pistol ballsflying around hisears. Asherode
back he hollered for hiscomradesto comeup. Therest of
the squad came at agallop and moved off theroad (Main
Street) south of the Court House hoping to flank their
opponents. Once again, Major Remington assumed the
unidentified riderswere M osby and hismen.

In the meantime, the Confederate troopers had
mounted and had drawn themselvesup into aline of battle

Continued next page w
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ontop of the unfinished Manassas Gap Rail Road bed behind
the Court House, waiting for the Federalsto makeamove.
The Federals, who clearly outnumbered their opponents
nearly 2 to 1, drew their pistols and sabers and charged.
The Confederatesimmediately turned and fled down Chain
Bridge Road inthedirection of Fairfax Station. Thusbegan
arunning cavalry battle.

The Sation isBlack with Gray Devils

Chain Bridge Road (or the Fairfax Station Road asit
was then known) was at that time “ planked” or
“ corduroyed,” meaning that timbers had been cut and laid
down in road, corduroy-fashion, to try and eliminate the
problem of mud. Thiscorduroy road had been laid theyear
before by Union General John Pope' sarmy andwasinvery
bad shape. Someof thelogswere missing or, worse, sticking
up out of the road at odd angles. This was then a very
treacherous route on which to give chase. Private James
Malone, a native of Ireland, was seen chasing one
Confederate soldier and screaming:

“ Qurrender, yedivil, or I'll shoot the top ave
the head ave ye.” 16

During theflight, three of the Confederateswereeither
killed or wounded and several captured. Onerebel whose
saddle broke was | eft sitting in the road. He attempted to
flee on foot into the home of Robert T. Sisson, (the Gr-Gr-
Gr-Gr-Grandfather of the author), whose house stood
onthewest side of Chain Bridge Road whereit intersects
Zion Road south of what isnow the Country Club of Fairfax.
The Confederate was shot dead on the stepsleading up to
thehouse. Yearslater Robert Sisson’sbrother-in-law, John

S
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Fairfax Station, Virginia
Adapted from US. Military Topo. Map, January 1, 1862

Lt. George Albert Dagwell, Co. B
11th New York Cavalry, Scozt's 900

R. Kerns, would recall burying the bodies of several of the
Scott’s 900 trooperson hisfather-in-law’sfarm.*’

Bugler Joseph Da Silva, a Portuguese native from
theldland of Maderia, had chased arebel, whose horse had
been killed, up atree along the side of theroad. He was
seen standing under thetreetrying to maketherebe prisoner
surrender and come down, but because hisEnglish was so
bad the unfortunate man wasfrozen with fear:

“| shoote de dam head off, shoote de pop
dead sickey, vamoose, piyah, carajoe.” 18

Asatoken of surrender, thefrightened rebel soldier
threw down both of hispistolsand hishaversack yet did not
come down because hethought Private DaSilvawas crazy.

Meanwhile, the Union trooperscontinued their pursuit.

They reached aclearing on theleft side of theroad on ahill

above Fairfax Station. As Lieutenant George Dagwell

caught uptothegroup, Private James"Whitey' Whitestated:
Continued next page w‘”—
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“ Lt. don’'t go over that hill or yeareagoner.
There is more than a thousand rebs beyant
that hill. The station is black with the grey
divels, and they have artillery wid them
too. 1

Looking downinto thestationthey staredin disbelief
at the horrifying sight of a column of nearly 3,000
Confederatesfilling theroad and climbing theriseto meet
them. The hapless men of Scott’s 900 had run into two
entire Confederate cavalry brigades.

The Union troopers knew, owing to the winded
condition of their horses, that they could not hopeto outrun
thesefresh enemy horses. So, rather than surrender, Major
Remington reformed hisranksasbest he could and, inan
instant, less than 80 men charged into more than 3,000.
The Union men initially drove the Confederates back.
Confederate Mgjor John H. Whitaker of the 1% North
CarolinaCavary wasmortaly woundedinthisinitia charge.
However, the Confederates quickly regrouped, splitting and
nearly encircling themuch smaller Unionforce. Confusion
reigned. Hundreds of pistols spewed a steady stream of
lead into the air. Men and horses screamed as the deadly
missilesstruck them. Union Private Tom Ryan waspinned
under hisdying horse. Several horseswere seen running
acrossthe clearing dragging their wounded riders, whose
feet had been caught in the stirrups.

Realizing that the situation was hopeless, Major
Remington ordered the remnant of hiscommandtocircle
totheleft and climb asmall hill towardstherailroad tracks
inan attempt to cut their way out. Inthe confusion most of
hismen were unableto follow him and were captured. One
Union trooper wrote years after thewar:

“ [ W] ewere cut down, ridden down and shot
down.” %

It was also observed at thetimethat:

“The fight, from beginning to end, was
fierce. Its termination, from overwhelming
disparity of numbers, was disastrous.” %

The prisoners were rounded up and marched with
the Confederate column to Fairfax Court House.

Surprised Again at Annandale

Mg or Remington and approximately 11 men escaped
and madetheir way back to Washington by following the
Orange & AlexandriaRail Road tracksback to Alexandria

Annandale, Virginia
Adapted from US. Military Topo. Map, January 1, 1862

and the safety of Union lines. Most of the rest of his
command were killed, wounded or captured. Those
captured were unabl e to escape because they were either
wounded or their horseshad beenkilled. Individud soldiers

Moses Sweetser 1823-1900. Nearly captured at Annandale, VA
Date Unknown
Photo Courtesy Lynn Historical Society, Lynn, MA
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managed to escape during the confusion and over the next
severa daysmadetheir way back to Washington.

One small group of seven or eight men, under the
command of Lieutenant Dagwell, escaped by retreating
back down Chain Bridge Road to Fairfax Court House.
Along theway they managed to pick up five Confederate
prisonersof their own. Whenthey arrived at Fairfax Court
Housethey found one of their number, Private Tom Noble,
the Union soldier whose horse had bolted at the beginning
of the fight. He was astride a broken down old mare
appropriated from one of the barns in the town. He had
harnessed her with rope and made a saddle of afeather
pillow. Inspiteof theordeal they had just been through, the
Union soldiershad agood laugh at the site of him!

Dagwell’s group then headed east on Little River
Turnpiketoward Washington. Arriving at Annandale, they

stopped for abrief rest at the farm of Elijah Heath. The
150-acre Heath farm was located on the southwestern
corner of Ravensworth Road and Little River Turnpike.
Elijah Heeth and hiswife, Sarah Bray Johnson Heath, were
both natives of Hunterdon, New Jersey, who had moved to
Annandaein 1851.

Also at the Heath farm that morning were Moses
Sweetser, aUnionArmy sutler, from Lynn, Massachusetts,
and his wife, Elizabeth Foster Sweetser. Sweetser
maintained several large storehouses of dry goods and
suppliesat Fairfax Court House. Theseitemshesold to
Unionsoldiersinthefidd. WhentheUnionarmy |eft Fairfax
to pursue L eeinto Pennsylvaniatheloya Union citizens of
Fairfax Court Housewereleft unprotected. Moses, aUnion
loyalist, loaded up hiswife, young son and four or five
wagonloads of hisstock and headed for the safety of the

FAIRFAX
FIGHT WITH GEN. WADE HAMPTON'S BRIGADE REBEL CAVALRY.
Said to be a war time sketch, but it does not correctly represent the fight on the 27th of June, 1863, which was mainly on the left of the Corduroy road,

shown in the
exposing its

A:mture, where the squadron of Scott's goo, armed with pistols and sabres only, met Hampton's Brigade face to face in its charges instead of
ank to the enemy as shown in the picture. It is regretted that the time and means at the disposal of the makers of this book did not allow

them to have a correct picture of the “affair” made that would have done justice to it and to the book.

Source: Smith, Thomas W., The Story of a Cavalry Regiment, p. 74a, © 1897, Veteran Association of the Regiment, Chicago, IL.
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UnionlinesinddeWashington. The Sweetsersweretraveling
with a small party of Union Commissary clerks and
quartermasterswho had ventured out from Washington to
secure the vast amount of supplies|eft by the advancing
Unionarmy. AsDagwell approached Annandale, he passed
severa of these Commissary clerks who were intent on
traveling on to Fairfax Court House. Dagwell urged the
group to turn back, warning them of the large enemy
presenceinthearea. Theclerksignored hiswarningsand
continued onto Fairfax, wherethey werelater captured.

No sooner had Dagwell’s party arrived at Annandale
than they weresurprised by yet another Confederate cavary
force approaching from the east on ColumbiaPike. This
wasthe brigade of Fitzhugh L ee. In accordancewith orders
from General Stuart, Fitz Lee and his brigade had been
scoutinginthevicinity of Burke and were now moving east
ontheLittleRiver Turnpiketorgjoin Stuart at Fairfax Court
House. TheUnionlineof retreat back to Washington was
effectively blocked.

Asthe Confederates approached, Dagwell and his
men took refuge in the Heath’slarge barn. While Heath
and hiswifehidin alog pigsty, Sweetser and severa of his
clerkshidinthe Heath house. Dagwell and hismen, who
werearmed only with pistols, engaged in abrief but futile
skirmish with Fitz Lee's cavalry. During the exchange
Dagwell waswounded in the neck. After several minutes
the Federals quickly surrendered. The Confederate
prisoners captured by Dagwell in the earlier engagement
were repatriated. The Confederates also rounded up
Swesetser and hisparty, and the Heath family aswell. Mrs.
Sweetser pleaded directly with Fitz Leefor the release of
her husband, who had been crippled in acarriage accident
in1861:

“. .. he[is] unable even if he were willing
to do so, (he is lame), to do injury to the
Confederate government. She was joined
by a minister, who related the part taken by
Mr. Sweetser in defending Miss Ford,
arrested by the Federal troops as a spy.” %

23, 24

After hearing this, Fitz Lee, who undoubtedly knew
the Fords, rel eased the Sweetsers. A gold watch takenfrom
himwasreturned. Hethenwrote out thefollowing passin
one of Moses Sweetser’sown account books:

“This is to certify that Moses Sweetser is
turned |oose to go home and behave himself.

It is done on account of his defense of a
harmless lady.

June 27, 1863 Brig. Gen. Fitzhugh Lee”

Unfortunately, Sweetser’ swagons, which contained
shirts, boots, straw hats, shoes, chickens, tobacco, cigars,
preserves and butter, etc., did not fair as well. The
Confederatesquickly rifled the contents. What couldn’t be
carried away wasthen burned. Fortunately, they did not
discover the $3,500 oneof hisclerkshad hiddenintheHesath
house.?® However, Mr. Sweetser’s loss in goods was
estimated at $4,000. Fitz Lee resumed his march, with
prisonersintow, tojoin Stuart at Fairfax Court House.

Stuart at Fairfax Court House

After the skirmish, Stuart’s cavalry collected the
wounded Federal prisoners and resumed their march to
Fairfax Court House. Lieutenant Theodore Garnett, an
Aidede Campto Stuart, wasamong thefirst Confederates
to enter thevillage. Ashedid so he stopped afrightened
lady driving awagon:

"It was with great difficulty that | convinced
her that the troops she saw approaching
were her friends and that she was again in
Confederate lines. Her joy at our presence
was evinced afterward by many acts of
kindness and hospitality. "%’

Garnett vividly describesthe occupation of Fairfax:

“Riding on into the town a scene soon
presented itself which begs description.
Mynheer Moses Sweitzer [sic] was ‘an
Israelite indeed,” but a sutler in whom there
was much guile. He was perhaps as widely
known as General Hooker himself, and
certainly ‘kept a better hotel,” though he
reckoned without his host on this particular
occasion. Moses had two large storehouses
in Fairfax Court-House filled with the good
things of this world. There was a general
stock of dry goods and groceries, embracing
a plentiful supply of knick-knacks and
notions. Therewere such luxuriesas pickled
oysters, sardines and crackers, canned
fruits, ginger-cakes by the barrel, shoes,
socks, hats, gloves and clothing of every
kind. Imagine two brigades of Confederate
cavalry turned out in such pasture. The

12 Continued next page ﬂé’f‘
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houses were crowded with scores of
laughing, yelling, singing, squeezing,
pushing and hungry troopers who rapidly
placed this stock where it would do the most
good.

General Suart sat on hishorseinthemiddle
of the street enjoying the scene as much as
any of those who were actively engaged.
One of his staff handed him a pair of new
white gloves — which | think he put on —
and offered him a box of cigars, which he
did not accept, as he was never known to
use tobacco in any form. He enjoyed a box
of dried figs, however, and drank some
lemonade prepared for him by the hands of
some of hisfair friends. But soon the bugle
sounded, the men remounted and our march
for Maryland was resumed. General Fitz
Lee's brigade, which had made a detour,
passing by Annandale returned to the main
body, and we pushed on briskly. The
column presented a very ludicrous
appearance—viewed fromtherear —asthey
[descended] the slope just beyond Fairfax
Court-House. Here and there were spotted
about in each regiment men who had
discarded their own worn-out felt hats and
replaced them with new straw ones from
Moses Swneitzers|[sic] stock intrade. ...” %

Corpora Edward Prioleau Henderson of Co. B, 2™
South CarolinaCavalry remembered when leaving Fairfax
Court House:

“ Some of the men [were] dressed in
broadcloth suits and beaver hats, others
with straw hats, new top-boots and buckskin
gauntlets. Everything a Yankee Sutler
wagon contained was duly appropriated.” 2

Among the Confederate troops in Fairfax that
afternoon was Sergeant Charlie Ford, amember of Stuart’s
HorseArtillery. Charliewasanativeof Fairfax Court House
and the brother of AntoniaFord. He probably spent time
with hismother and father at home.

Stuart’scavalry occupied Fairfax Court House just
long enough to help themsel vesto Sweetser’ s storehouses.
Most of thewounded Federalswereleft at Fairfax Court
House. The rest remained prisoners and were marched

13

north with their captors for nearly two days. After the
cavalry forded the Potomac, afew of the prisoners escaped
under cover of darknessby taking thetowpath of the C& O
Cana down to Georgetown. At some point Stuart realized
that the captured men and supplies were slowing his
progress. Theremaining prisonerswere paroled between
Brookvilleand Cookesville, Maryland, on Monday morning,
June 29. ¥

Aftermath

Itisbelieved that the mortally wounded Mg or John
H. Whitaker was transferred by rail to a Confederate
hospital in Warrenton where hedied two days|ater on June
29, 1863. Presumably, hisbody wasburiedintheWarrenton
Cemetery although hisactual burial siteisunknown. His
great-nephew, Whitmel Joyner, did receiveanother memorid
tombstonefrom the VeteransAdminigtration. Joyner placed
the stonein the Old Trinity Episcopal Church Cemetery,
Scotland Neck, North Carolinawhere John’swife, Mary E.
Whitaker, isburied.®

Four Unionsoldiers, Private Henry Sommers, Private
Edward Hill and Private ThomasMcMahon, weredsokilled
in action; Private Henry Kearney would die several days
later at Camp Relief of woundsreceived. Twenty-oneUnion
soldiersand an undetermined number of Confederateswere
wounded. Forty-six Union soldierswere captured. Intota,
only 17 men of Scott’s 900 returned to their camp in
Washington that night. On June 30, three days after the
skirmish, it wasreported in the Alexandria Gazette:

“Thus far, 30 of ‘ Scott’s 900,” who went out
on Friday night and had the engagement on
Saturday, have come in, leaving to be
accounted for about 48. With Major
Remington, Captain Campbell was the only
officer that returned — the three Lieutenants
being still out.” 3

In his officia report of the action, Colonel Swain
identifiesthe Confederatesfirst encountered at Fairfax Court
House asmembers of the 6" VirginiaCavalry.®® Thisisan
error asthe 6" Virginiawas assigned to Jones's Brigade,
which was|eft guarding Snickers Gap. Not long after this
disaster, Swain wasrelieved from duty and Scott’s 900 was
sent to New Orleans, Louisiana, wherethey remained until
the end of thewar.

Years after thewar an unknown Confederate major
wrote of the episodein an unidentified Southern magazine:

Continued next page g{
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“1 think that without exception the most
gallant charge, and the most desperate
resistance that we ever met fromthe Federal
cavalry was at Fairfax, June, 1863 ... Our
squadron in advance . . . had just reached
the Court House when they were attacked
with drawn sabers by a squadron of Federal
cavalry mounted on magnificent gray horses,
which chased them from the Court House,
driving them pell-mell back upon the main
body. . .. TheFederals, though outnumbered
ten to one, fought until every man of them
was ridden down, shot down, or cut down;
none escaped. e ever afterwards spoke of
this affair as the ‘Charge of the Gray
Devils.””

Thissmall skirmish undoubtedly did contributeto the
delay in arrival of the Confederate cavalry at Gettysburg
and, ultimately, inthe Confederate defegt inthat pivota battle.

Note: Thisstory, by thesamenameand author, first appeared
inprintinthefall of 2005 in the Yearbook of the Historical
Society of Fairfax County, Virginia, Volume 30, 2005-06.

Appendix

Participants

Union

11" New York Cavalry - Scott’s Nine Hundred

Co A - NYC, Tarrytown and Tompkinsville

CoB-NYC

CoC-NYC, Utica, Tompkinsvilleand Binghamton

Co D - Canton, Colton, Pitcairn, Potsdam and Ogdensburg

Co E- NYC, Southampton, Bridgehampton, Quogue, Tompkinsville
and Coram

Co F - NYC, Fulton, Lisle and Brooklyn

Co G- NYC, Troy, Lisle and Williamsburgh, and Newark, NJ

Co H - NYC, Brooklyn, Champlain and Watertown

Col - NYC, Essex and St. Lawrence Counties

Co K - NYC, Auburn, Union Springs, Springport, Ausable Forks,
Jay and Seneca Falls

Co L - NYC, Buffalo, Canton, Lewis and Westport

Co M - Buffalo, Canton, Fowler and Gouverneur

Confederate

Hampton’s Brigade - B.G Wade Hampton;

1¢North Carolina Cavalry - Col. Laurence S. Baker1® South
Carolina Cavalry - Col. John L. Black2™ South Carolina Cavalry
- Col. Matthew C. ButlerCobb'’s (Georgia) Legion - Col. Pierce
B. L. YoungJeff Davis (Mississippi) Legion - Col. Joseph F.
WaringPhillips' (Georgia) Legion - Lt. Col. Jefferson C. Phillips
Fitz Lee's Brigade- B.G.. W. Fitzhugh Lee

1% Virginia Cavalry - Col. James H. Drake

2" Virginia Cavalry - Col. Thomas T. Munford

3 Virginia Cavalry - Col. Thomas H. Owen
4" Virginia Cavalry - Col. William Carter Wickham
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1¢ Maryland Battalion - Mgj. Harry Gilmore; Mgj. Ridgely
Brown

W. H. F. Lee'sBrigade- Col. John R. Chambliss, Jr.

2" North Carolina Cavalry - Lt. Col. William Payne

9" VirginiaCavalry - Col. Richard L. T. Beale

10" Virginia Cavalry - Col. J. Lucius Davis

13" Virginia Cavalry - Capt. Benjamin F. Winfield
Robertson’s Brigade- B.G.. Beverly H. Robertson

4" North Carolina Cavalry - Col. Dennis D. Ferebee

5" North Carolina Cavalry - Col. Peter G. Evans

Jones's Brigade- B.G. William E. Jones

6" Virginia Cavalry - Mgj. Cabel E. Flourney

7" Virginia Cavalry - Lt. Col. Thomas Marshall

11" Virginia Cavalry - Col. Lunsford L. Lomax

Stuart’s Horse Artillery- Major Robert F. Beckham
Breathed's (Virginia) Battery- Capt. James Breathed
Chew’s (Virginia) Battery- Capt. R. Preston Chew
Griffin's (Maryland) Battery- Capt. William H. Griffin
Hart’'s (South Carolina) Battery- Capt. James F. Hart
McGregor’s (Virginia) Battery- Capt. William M. McGregor
Moorman’s (Virginia) Battery- Capt. Marcellus M. Moorman
Jenkins' Brigade (on detached service) - B.G.. Albert G. Jenkins
14" Virginia Cavalry- Mgj. Benjamin F. Eakle

16" Virginia Cavalry- Col. Milton J. Ferguson

17" VirginiaCavary- Col. William H. French

34" Virginia Battalion- Lt. Col. Vincent A. Witcher

36" Virginia Battalion- Capt. Cornelius T. Smith

Jackson’s (Virginia) Battery- Capt. Thomas E. Jackson
Imboden’s Brigade (on det. ser.) - B.G. John D. Imboden
18" Virginia Cavalry- Col. George W. Imboden

62" Virginia Infantry, Mounted- Col. George H. Smith
Virginia Partisan Rangers- Capt. John H. McNeill
Virginia (Staunton) Battery- Capt. John H. McClanahan

Approximate Strengths

Union
Cos. B & C 11" NY Cav.

Confederate®
Hampton's Brigade
Fitz Lee's Brigade
W.H.F. Lee's Brigade
Jones' Brigade
Robertson’s Brigade
Jenkins' Brigade

4 Officers& 78 Men = 82

178 Officers & 2,032 Men = 2,210
108 Officers & 1,224 Men = 1,332
90 Officers & 1,439 Men= 1,429
Unknown
67 Officers & 1,068 Men= 1,135
Unknown

Casualties

Confederate
Killed
Major John H. Whitaker, Co. A, 1% NC Cavalry, killed in action.

Wounded
Unknown

Captured
Unknown

Union
Killed
Saddler Henry Sommers, Co. C, killed in action.
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Pvt. Edward Hill, Co. B, killed in action (shot in the head).

Pvt. Thomas McMahon, Co. C, killed in action.

Pvt. Henry Kearney, Co. C, died July 4, 1863 of saber wound
received at Fairfax.

Wounded

1% Lt. George Albert Dagwell, Co. C, was wded and captd.

Sgt. Junius Beebe, Co. B, wded (foot) and captd.

Sgt. George Rork, Co. C, wded and captd.

Sgt. John Marsden, Co. C, wded and captd.

Sgt. Henry O. Morris, Co. B, wded.

Sgt. Richard Ross, Co. B, wded and captd.

Commissary Sgt. James Geary, Co. B, wded.

Commissary Sgt. Joseph A. Smith, Co. C, wded and captd.
Cpl. James S. McDonald, Co. C, was wded and captd.

Pvt. Albert Gutbrod, Co. B, wded and captd (shot in the chest).
Pvt. Henry Bishop (alias William Carter), Co. C, wded and captd.
Pvt. Frederick Clink, Co. B, wded.

Pvt. Evan Evans, Co. C, was wded and captd.

Pvt. James Mount, Co. C, wded and captd.

Pvt. Henry L. Smith, Co. C, was wded and captd.

Captured

1% Lt. Albert B. Holmes, Co. B, captd.
2" Lt. Augustus B. Hazleton, Co. B
Sgt. Myron Cook, Co. B
Sgt. John Kerwick, Co. C
Cpl. Alexander Glumer, Co. B
Pvt. Joseph Burke, Co. C
Pvt. Thomas Clark, Co. C
Pvt. Patrick Dalton, Co. C
Pvt. John Fogarty, Co. B
Pvt. James Kane, Co. C

Pvt. James Magee, Co. B
Pvt. Michael Malone, Co. C
Pvt. Thomas Noble, Co. C
Pvt. James Orser, Co. C

Pvt. Joseph Silva, Co. C

Pvt. Thomas Schultz, Co. B
Pvt. James Schurman, Co. C
Pvt. James Smith, Co. C

Pvt. William W. Smith, Co. C
Pvt. Thomas Shelton, Co. C
Pvt. John S. Walsh, Co. C
Pvt. James White, Co. C

Biographies

Junius Beebe (1837-1914) b. 10/28/1837 S. Wilbraham, Hampden
Co., MA; son of Marcusand MariaA. (Walker) Beebe; res. Wilbraham,
Hampden Co., MA, occ. Plow Maker (1860); Enl. as a Pvt., Co. B,
11" NY Cav. 02/08/1862; prom. Sgt., 04/01/1862; wded. (foot) 06/27/
1863 at Fairfax Sta., VA; discharged on account of disability 12/25/
1863 at Camp Relief, Wash., D.C.; m. Susan Moulton, date unknown;
postwar res. Hampden, Hampden Co., MA occ. Carpenter (1880);
carpenter (1910); d. 1914. No children.

Joseph H. Burke Enl. asaPvt., Co. C, 11" NY Cav. 07/06/1863, age
of 21; Prom. to Cpl. 12/02/1864 Prom. to Sgt. on 02/01/1865; Mustered
out 06/12/1865 in Memphis, TN. NFR.

William Carter aka Henry Bishop Enl. as a Pvt., Co. C, 11" NY
Cav. 06/16/1863, age 25; Mustered out 09/30/1865 Memphis, TN.
ThomasClark Enl.asaPvt., Co.C, 11"NY Cav. 03/12/1862, age 21,

captured 06/27/1863 at Fairfax Sta., VA; Reenlisted 03/29/1864;
Mustered out 09/30/1865 in Memphis, TN; Pen. App. #-1172881,
Cert. #-1088624, filed 01/03/1896 from NY.

Frederick Clink Enl. asaPvt., Co. B, 11" NY Cav. 02/05/1862, age 22;
wded. 06/27/1863 Fairfax Sta., VA; Reenlisted 02/11/1864; deserted 03/
12/1864, Wash., DC.

Myron Cook Enl. asaPvt., Co. B, 11" NY Cav. 02/08/1862, age 35;
captured 06/27/1863 at Fairfax Sta., VA; Reenlisted 02/12/1864; prom.
Sgt. on 02/17/1864; trans. 07/21/1865 from Co. B to Co. D; Mustered
out 09/30/1865 in Memphis, TN.

George Albert Dagwell (1841-1906) b. 08/30/1841, Utica, Onedia
Co., NY; son of Herbert & Aruilla(Tallman) Dagwell; m. Harriet 1. Wade
date unknown; Enl. 2" Lt., Co. C, 11" NY Cav. 12/09/1861; prom. to 1%
Lt. 11/01/1862; prom. Capt. 06/17/1864; discharged April 6, 1865;
postwar res. Chicago, Cook Co., IL, occ. Painter (1870), Sherman,
Grayson Co., TX, occ. Carriage Maker (1880); d. 03/09/1906; bur. New
Forest Cem., Utica, NY. Known children: MinnieL. Dagwell b. 18609;
Son GeorgeA. Dagwell, Jr., b. 1877.

Patrick Dalton Enl. asaPvt., Co.C, 11" NY Cav. 01/22/1862, age 40;
Died of disease 12/01/1864 in Baton Rouge, LA; bur. Baton Rogue
National Cem., Baton Rogue, LA.

Joseph Da Silva (1838-1905) b. 06/04/1838, Maderialsland, Portugal;
son of Antone Da Silva; m. Ellen Carney 12/15/1861; enl. asaMusician,
Co. Band, 70" NY Inf.; 04/17/1861; discharged 07/23/1862; enl. as a
Pvt., Co. C, 11" NY Cav. 09/17/1862; deserted Camp Relief, Wash.,
DC; 08/26/1863; postwar res. of Brooklyn, Kings Co., NY, occ.
Shoemaker (1870); Cook in Hotel (1880). Known children: Joseph, Jr.
b. 1862; John Henry b. 1870; Sarah Helina b. 1873; Walter b. 1878;
EmmaBlancheb. 1880.

Evan EvansEnl. asaPvt. 01/08/1862, age 19; wded. and captured 06/
27/1863 at Fairfax Sta., VA; Reenlisted in 02/03/1864; Died of disease
11/29/1864.

John Fogarty Enl. asaPvt., Co. B, 11" NY Cav. 08/04/1862, age 21;
Mustered out 05/28/1865 in Memphis, TN; Pen. App. #-853819, Cert.
#-597531, filed 00/05/1890, filed from NY.

James Geary Enl. asaPvt., Co. B, 11" NY Cav., 08/11/1862, age 24;
prom Cpl. Date unknown, prom. Comm. Sgt. date unknown; Mustered
out 06/12/1865, Memphis, TN.

Alexander Glumer Enl. as a Pvt., Co. B, 11th NY Cav. 12/19/1861,
age of 26; captured 06/27/1863 Fairfax Sta., VA ; Reenlisted 01/02/1864;
Prom. to Cpl. 02/17/1864; Mustered out 09/30/1865 in Memphis, TN.
Pension App. #-459683, No Cert. #, filed 09/13/1889, filed from NY.
NFR.

Albert J. Gutbrod (1843-1914) b. Germany; Naturalized American
1861; enl. as a Pvt., Co. B, 11" NY Cav. 01/03/1862, age 19; captured
06/27/1863 at Fairfax Sta.,, VA; Reenlisted 01/04/1864; Transfered to
Co. D 07/21/1865; Mustered out 09/30/1865 in Memphis, TN; m.
Louisa A. c. 1891; postwar res. Union, Union Co., OR, occ. Farmer
(1880)(1910); Pen. App. #-219405, Cert. #-148748, filed 05/16/1876;
Wid. Pen. App. #1037183, Cert. #815958 filed 11/17/1914, both filed
from OR. Known children: GeorgeA. (b. 1892); Adam (b. 1894).
Augustus B. Hazleton enl. asaPvt., Co. G, 11" NY Cav. 11/27/1861,
age 24; prom. Regtl. Sgt. Maj. on 11/271861; prom. 2™ Lt. 04/09/1862;
trans. to Co. B, 04/11/1864; prom. 1% L t.02/18/1865. Also served Co. E,
120 US Inf. and Co. E, 30" US Inf.; Pen. App. #1317122; Cert. #-
1105602, filed 08/26/1904; filed from IL.

Elijah Heath b. May 17, 1805, Amwell Township, Hunterdon Co.,
NJ; m. Sarah (Bray) Johnson, a widow, May 30, 1833; moved to
Annandale, Fairfax Co., VA 1851; Sold their Annandale farm in 1865,
and returned to NJ;? Sarah died January 26, 1867; Elijah died 1870;
Known children John B. Heath (b. 1840).

Albert B. Holmes b. 1841 IL, son of William H. & Mary Holmes; Enl.
asa?2vLt., Co. D, 11" NY Cav. 01/07/1862,; prom to 1% Lt. 08/05/
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1862; on det. ser. to Co. B; trans. Co. B 03/01/1864; discharged 08/02/
1864; m.AbbieB., c. 1864; 1870 res. Bloomington, McLean Co., IL, age
29, occ. Printer; Pen. App. #-268726; Cert. #-178984, filed 02/24/1879;
1880 res. Bloomington, McLean Co., IL, age 39, occ. Printer; Wid. App.
#-686095; Cert. #-474840, filed 11/09/1898; both filed from IL.
James Kain Enl. asaPvt. Co. C, 11" NY Cav. 01/21/1862, age of 23;
Reenlisted 01/25/1864; Mustered out 09/30/1865 in Memphis, TN; m.
Margaret, date unknown (1868?); 1870res. NY, NY, age 30, occ. Laborer;
Pension App. #-465959; Cert. #-642379, filed 11/27/1892, filed from
NY; Wid. App. #-1009936; Cert. #-767781, filed 06/21/1913; filed from
NE. Known children William b. 1868, Marsellab. 1869.

Henry Kearney enl. as Pvt., Co. E, 11" NY Cav. 03/30/1862, age 21,
wded. 06/27/1863 at Fairfax Sta., VA; d. of wnds.07/04/1863 in Camp
Relief, Wash., DC.

John Kerwick b. Ireland; enl. as a Pvt., Co. C, 11" NY Cav. 12/19/
1861, age 22; Prom. to Cpl. 02/16/1861; Prom. to Sgt. 06/12/1863;
captured 06/27/1863 at Annandale, VA; Det. as\Wagon Master on 09/23/
1864 Prom. to Wagon Master of Cav. Div. on 09/23/1864; Mustered out
on 12/29/1864 in New Orleans, LA; postwar res. Worcester, \WWorcester
Co., MA, occ. Policeman (1880); m. Catherine, date unknown; Pen.
App. #-225453; Cert. #254194, filed 09/15/1876; Wid. App. #-808164;
Cert. #-577698, filed 06/08/1924; both filed from MA. Known children:
Mary (b. 1868); John (b. 1870); Edward (b. 1872); Richard (b. 1874).
James Magee Enl. asaPvt., Co. B, 11" NY Cav. on 12/28/1861, age
20; prom. to Cpl. Date unknown; Reenlisted 01/02/1864; Mustered out
09/30/1865 in Memphis, TN. NFR.

Michael Malone Enl. asaPvt., Co. C, 11" NY Cav. 07/07/1862, age
22; captured 06/27/1863 at Fairfax Sta., VA ; Deserted 10/08/1863 Great
Falls, MD. NFR.

John Marsden (1844-1913) b. 06/05/1844, New Hartford, NY; son of
Thomas B. and Jeanette (Robb) Marsden; enl. asaPvt., Co. C, 11"N Y
Cav. 01/15/1862, age 18; Prom. to Cpl. 02/15/1863; Prom. to Sgt. 02/23/
1864; Mustered out 07/18/1865 in Baton Rouge, LA; m. Martha Cross
1873, Westerly, RI; postwar res. Utica, Oneida Co., NY, occ. Cotton
Mill Worker (1870); Slasher in Cotton Mill (1880); Contractor (1910);
d. 12/25/1913, NY, NY; Pen. App. #-417801, Cert. #-234912, filed 03/
02/1881; Wid. Pen. App. #1030616, Cert. #-784676, filed 07/02/1914.
mbr. McQuade Post GA.R.; mbr. Oriental Lodge A.F. & A.M.; mbr.
Schuyler Lodge Odd Fellows; Known children: Arthur B. (b. 1876);
BlancheE. (b. 1877); John H. (b. 1879); Herbert C. (b. 1881); Raymond
R. (b. 1884 ); Ralph L. (b. 1888).%

JamesS. McDonald m.AliceR., date unknown; Pen. App. #-1369584,
Cert. #-1142836, filed 01/02/1908; Wid. Pen. App. #-930017, Cert.
#699159, filed 11/05/1909.

ThomasMcM ahon (1843-1863) enl. asaPvt., Co. C, 11" NY Cav. 02/
03/1862; KIA at Fairfax Station, VA 06/27/1863.

Henry O. Morris (1840-?) enl. asaCpl., Co. B, 11" NY Cav., 12/26/
1861 at NY; prom. to Sgt. date unknown; reenlisted 01/02/1864; transfered
07/21/1865 from Co. B to Co. D; discharged 09/30/1865 in Memphis,
TN; m. Elizabeth, date unknown; Wid. Pen. filed 04/25/1902 App.
#770789, Cert. #557182.

JamesF. Mount b. 02/1841, CT; Enl. asaSaddler, Co. C, 11" NY Cav.
01/17/1862, age 21; wded. and captured 06/27/1863 at Fairfax Sta., VA;
Mustered out 01/18/1865 Baton Rouge, LA; 1870 res. New Haven, CT,
employed as an Harness Maker, age 30; m. Annie R., date unknown;
1880 res. San Diego, Duval Co., TX., occ. Saddler, age 38; 1900 res.
Duval Co., TX, occ. Justice of the Peace, age 59; Pen. App. #-1110817,
Cert. #-1024836, filed 05/01/1892; Wid. Pen. App. #-731269, Cert.
#512541, filed 12/13/1900; both filed from TX. No known children.
ThomasNoble Enl. asaPvt., Co. C, 11" NY Cav. 01/09/1862, age 19;
captured 06/27/1863 at Annandale, VA; Lost at sea 12/22/1864 off FL.
James Orser enl. as a Pvt., Co. C, 11" NY Cav. 08/13/1862, age 19;

captured 06/27/1863 at Fairfax Sta., VA; Mustered out 06/12/1865 in
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Memphis, TN; Pen. App. #-1137257, filed 11/09/1895, filed from NJ;
No Cert. NFR.

Seth Pierrepont Remington (1834-1880) b. 02/19/1834, Ogdensburg,
St. Lawrence Co., NY; son of SethW. & Maria (Pickering) Remington;
m. ClaraBascom Sackrider 01/08/1861, Canton, St. Lawrence Co., NY;
enl. Capt., Co. D, 11" NY Cav., 03/31/1862; prom. Mgj., 09/27/1862;
discharged 03/11/1865; b. postwar res. Canton, St. Lawrence Co., NY,
occ. Editor St. Lawrence Plain Dealer (1870); d. 02/18/1880,
Ogdensburg, St. Lawrence Co., NY; bur. Evergreen Cem., Canton, NY;
Wid. Pen. App. #—-559127 (ClaraB. Levis). Known children: Frederic
S. Remington, b. 1861 — Famous artist and sculptor.

George Rork (1835-?) enl. asaPvt., Co. C, 11" NY Cav. 07/11/1862;
prom. to Cpl. 08/07/1862; prom. to Sgt. Maj. 03/24/1865; discharged
06/12/1865, Memphis, TN; Pen. App. #591840, Cert. #239306. NFR.
Richard Ross m. Elizabeth, date unknown; Pen. App. #-616639, Cert.
#-7935609, filed 07/15/1887; Wid. Pen. App. #745531, filed 07/22/1901.
James Schureman b. 1817; m. Mary Winter; enl. Pvt. Co. C, 11" NY
Cav. 09/17/1862; captured at Fairfax Sta., VA 06/27/1863; Lost at Sea
12/22/1864 off FL. Wid. Pen. App. #93576, Cert. # filed 05/15/1865,
by Mary W. Schureman. Known children: Samuel (b. 1846), Catherine
(b. 1851).

Thomas Shelton Wid. Pen. App. #-424788, Cert. #-281524, filed 06/
06/1891 from MI.

Henry Sommers (1840-1863) enl. as a Pvt., Co. C, 11" New York
Cavalry at Wash., DC, age 22; KIA 06/27/1863 at Fairfax Sta., VA.
Henry L. Smith m. Charlotte J., date unknown; enl. 12/11/1863, age
42; wded. and captured 06/27/1863 at Fairfax Sta., VA; discharged 09/
30/1865 Memphis, TN; Pen. App. #-626067, Cert. #-461543, filed 10/
15/1887, from CT; Wid. Pen. App. #-673097, Cert. #-551276, filed 11/
18/1898, from NY.

Joseph A. Smith b. 05/1841, NJ; enl. asaPvt., Co. C. 08/16/1862, age
21; prom. to Comm. Sgt. date unknown; reduced to ranks date unknown;
prom Sgt. 11/27/1864; prom. 1% Sgt. 02/01/1865; Mustered out Co. C,
11th NY Cav. 06/12/1865 in Memphis, TN; In 1870 res. Orange, Essex
Co., NJ, employed asaDeadler in Meat; In 1880, res. Bloomfield, Essex
Co., NJ, employed as a Bookkeeper; In 1900, he was employed as a
bookkeeper inaLivery Stablein Bloomfield, Essex Co., NJ; Pen. App.
#-1314048, Cert. #-1083008, filed 04/13/1904, NJ; Wid. Pen. App. #-
905981, Cert. #-726217, filed 05/13/1911, NJ, Mary A. Smith. Known
children Olive (b. 1882) Gertrude H. (b. 1885) and Beach E. (b.1888).
William W. Smith m. Laura M., date unknown; Pen. App. #-121959,
Cert. #97725, filed 02/04/1867; Wid. Pen. App. #-293055, Cert. #-
19880, filed 03/16/1881; Minor’s Pen. App. #-314598, Cert. #211828,
filed 04/15/1884, all from NY.

James Barrett Swain (1820-1895) b. 07/30/1820, NY, NY; Pvt. Sec.
to Sen. Henry Clay 1838-1839; learned the printing business from
Horace Greeley; author of LifeLife and Speeches of Henry Clay (1842)
and A Military History of New York State (3 vols., 1861-1865); Editorr
of the Hudson River Chronicle, Sing Sing, NY 1843-1849 and again
1876-1885; City Editor of the New York Tribune in 1850, of the New
York Timesin 1851-1852; Editor of the American Agriculturistin 1852;
political contributor to the New York Times in 1853-1859, and its
Washington correspondent 1860-1861; m. Relief Davis; enl. as Cal.
11" NY Cav. 11/1861; discharged 02/12/1864. postwar res. Ossing,
Westchester Co., NY, occ. Editor; Pen. App. #-408812, Cert. #-413555,
filed 07/16/1880; d. 05/27/1895; bur. Sleepy Hollow Cem., Tarrytown,
NY; Wid. Pen. App. #617932, Cert. #442710, filed 07/17/1895, both
filed from NY. Known children: ChellisD. b. 1843; James B. b. 1855;
Joseph b. 1848; William E. b. 1850.

M oses Sweetser (1823-1903) b. 03/24/1823, Lynn, Essex Co., MA;
son of Moses M. and Mary B. Sweetser; Moses m. Elizabeth Dean
Foster of Andover, MA 08/02/1847. They had three children Moses
Foster, (1848-1897); Frank D. Dean? (1856-1861); and Mary Elizabeth

Continued next page ﬁﬁ-




Volume 10, Issue 2

The Fair Facs Gazette

Spring 2013

(1859-1862). In 1850 Moses was operating a Clothing Store in
Newburyport, MA. In 1860 he was employed as a Cigar Mfgr. and
resided in Jersey City, NJ. During the Civil War helived in Washington,
D.C. and worked asa Sutler supplying goodsto the Union Army. While
in Washington, two of the three Sweetser children werekilledin similar
accidents. In 1861, Frank Sweetser was struck and killed by awagon.
In 1862, Mary Elizabeth Sweetser was run over by a horse and died.
Surviving son, Moses Foster Sweetser, was also struck and severely
injured in a separate carriage accident that sameyear. In 1868, Moses
established Sweetser Oil Company with arefinery in Glasgow, KY. He
was still living in Wash., D.C. in 1870 working as a “speculator.” In
1880, heand hiswifewereliving in Parkersburg, WV and still engaged
in the oil business. Sometime after 1880, Standard Oil Company
absorbed hisbusiness. Hereturned to Lynn, MA around 1900. He died
there 03/05/1903, aged 80, and was interred in the Pine Grove Cem.,
Lynn, MA.

James White “Whitey” Enl. as a Pvt., Co. C, 11" NY Cav. 06/13/
1862, age 21; captured 06/27/1863 at Annandale, VA; Deserted 08/01/
1863 at Camp Relief, Wash., DC.

John Henry Whitaker b. 06/19/1827, Halifax Co., NC; son of Spear
and Elizabeth Whitaker; Spear Whitaker was a wealthy lawyer and
planter, who served asAttorney General of NC 1842-1846; grad. Univ.
North Carolina 1847; m. Mary Eliza Anthony (1832-1909), 06/17/
1851; enl. as Capt., Co. B, 1% NC Cav. 05/16/1861; prom. to Maj. 07/
12/1862; Mortally wded. 06/27/1863 at Fairfax Sta., VA; Died of wnds.
on 06/29/1863 in Warrenton, VA. Bur. location unknown; memorial
Marker Old Trinity Episcopal Churchyard, Scotland Neck, NC. Known
children: RebeccaE. b. 1852; Mattie A. (1854-1864); Mary E. (1856-
1862); Henrietta J. b. 1858; Bettie (1860-1863); West (1862-1863).

Endnotes:

1 The Veterans Administration (VA) will, upon written request, provide a marker for
any veteran having served in the armed forces—including Confederate veterans.
These are the familiar marble markers which can be seen in national cemeteries
throughout this country. In addition to the marker, the VA will arrange for private
transport of the marker anywhere, all at no cost.

2 U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official
Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Washington, DC, 1889, Series I,
Vol. 27, Part 111, 913 and 923. [Hereinafter referred to as OR.]

ORI, 27,11, 316 and 321.

40R I, 27,1, 359.

5 New York Times, July 22, 1883, 10.

8 Evening Sar, March 28, 1863, p. 3, c. 1, Washington, DC

7 Evening Sar, June 15, 1863, p. 3, ¢. 1, Washington, DC

8 Evening Sar, January 25, 1864, p. 2, c. 5, Washington, DC.

9 The Sory of a Cavalry Regiment, Smith, Thomas West, © 1897, Veterans
Association of the Regiment, Chicago, IL.

© Evening Sar, July 8, 1863, p. 2, c. 6, Washington, DC.

1 Father of the famous western artist/scul ptor Frederic Remington.

2 Thomas West Smith, The Sory of a Cavalry Regiment, Chicago, IL: Veterans
Association of the Regiment, 1897.

1 The Confederate Partisan Ranger, John S. Mosby had, by this time, developed
quite a fearsome reputation in the area and to nearly every Union soldier and
unidentified horsemen in Fairfax County was probably a Mosby Bushwhacker.

4 Smith, 77.

15 Johnny was an abbreviation of Johnny Reb, Union slang for aConfederate soldier.
Conversely, Confederate used Billy Yank as slang for a Union soldier.

16 Smith, 79.

17 Deposition of John R. Kerns, Southern Claims Commission.

18 Smith, 79.

% |bid., 80.

2 1bid., 84.

21 New York Times, June 28, 1863, 1.

2 Alexandria Gazette, June 29, 1863, 4..

2 Alexandria Gazette, June 30, 1863, 3.

24 Moses Sweetser wrote a letter to the editor of the Evening Star newspaper in
Washington, DC, regarding arrest and treatment of Antonia Ford who had recently
been arrested and for her alleged part in the capture of Union Brigadier General Edwin
Stoughton by Col. John S. Mosby. The letter was published 18 March 1863, page
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2: “THE CASE OF MISS FORD Fairfax Court House, March 18", 1863- Editor
Star: | am sorry to see by the papers of late dates that several correspondents had
taken such unwarranted liberties in aspersing the character of ayoung lady of this
town, in connection with General Stoughton. Miss Antoinette Ford is ayoung lady
of refinement, education and great modesty, and | believe as pure and chaste as the
‘morning sunbeams,” and universally respected by all. Her father, E.R. Ford, was
oneof thefirst merchantsin this county, of unblemished character of honest, promptness
and gentlemanly deportment, and all will testify to what | have said: and he has
educated his daughter in the best manner. His mansion has been the headquarters of
Gens. McDowell, McClellan, Pope and others. | do not say but shewas a Confederate
and secessionist, and her sympathies were with her people, going as most of them
do, with her State, instead of the nation; but the esteem patriotism — their State
pride, associations &c. lead them to believe it religiously. But | wish to refute the
base slanders upon a defensel ess female, now incarcerated in our national prison. |
have not to apology to make for Gen. Stoughton. He is able to vindicate himself.
Many think he was remiss in his duty. The ugliest innuendo against our Provost
Marshall, Lieut. L.L. Conner, [Lawrence L. O’ Conner] needs no refutation, as all
who know him know it to be a base calumny and unjust accusation. He has
conducted himself in a gentlemanly, dignified and patriotic manner. | am a Union
man from the North, connected with the army, and have taken particular pains to
investigate this matter, and my own personal knowledge, compels me to write the
above vindication of truth. Yours, &c., MOSES SWEETSER”

% Alexandria Gazette, June 29, 1863, 4.

% |bid.

2 Theodore S. Garnett, “Theodore Garnett Recalls Cavalry Service with General
Stuart, June 16-28, 1863” in The Gettysburg Magazine 20:48. Originally published
in Philadelphia Weekly Times, Feb. 8, 1879.

2 Garnett, 49.

2 Edward Prioleau Henderson, Autobiography of Arab, Charleston, SC: Charleston
Library Society, 1901.

% Alexandria Gazette, June 30, 1863, 1.

31 John Whitaker’s death was one of a series of tragedies that befell the Whitaker
family during the war. Between 1862 and 1864 four of the six Whitaker children
died, only two living to adulthood.

3 Alexandria Gazette, June 30, 1863, 4.

¥ OR, I, 27, 1, 1037-1038.

3 Smith, 84.

®OR, I, 27,11, 27.

% Utica Observer Dispatch, December 26, 1913, Obituary.

37 James Grant Wilson and John Fiske, editors, Appleton’s Cyclopedia of American
Biography, 6 volumes, New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1887-1889.
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Endnotesfor Joseph Stiles:

1 Deed from Selectman to Stiles, April 23, 1853, Fairfax Co. DB T3, pg. 158,
Fairfax Co. Cir. Ct. Clk., Fairfax, VA.

2 Death Cert. of Sarah (Stiles Pridmore) Steers 1914, Fairfax Co. Circuit Court
Clerk.

3 Fairfax Co. Marriage Book 1, p. 6, Fairfax Co. Circuit Court Clerk.

4 Fairfax Co. DB Y3, p. 293, Fairfax Co. Circuit Court Clerk.

5 Fairfax Co. DB Z3, p. 181, Fairfax Co. Circuit Court Clerk.

5 Fairfax Co. DB A4, p. 250 - 253 Fairfax Co. Circuit Court Clerk.

7 Alexandria Gazette, October 26, 1858, p. 3, c. 7.

8 Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, Ser. 2, v. 2, p. 207, © 1897, US Govt.
Printing Office, Wash., DC

9 Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, Ser. 1, v. 5, p. 949-50, © 1881, US
Govt. Printing Office, Wash., DC

12 The National Republican, April 1, 1862, p. 3, c. 2.

1 Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, Ser. 1, v. 21, p. 964, © 1888, US
Govt. Printing Office, Wash., DC

2 Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, Ser. 2, v. 5, p. 822, © 1899, US Govt.
Printing Office, Wash., DC

3 Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, Series Il, Vol. 5, p. 822, Letter of
Asst. Sec. of War J.A. Campbell to Brig. Gen. John H. Winder, Richmond, VA,
January 27, 1863.

14 Plain Dealer, December 29, 1862, p. 2, c. 2.

15 Fairfax County Minute Book 1863, p. 3, January 19, 1863, Fairfax County
Circuit Court.

16 Report of the Joint Committee on Reconstruction, Thirty-ninth Congress,
January 31, 1866, v. 1273, Hse. Rpt. 30, p. 31.

17 Report of the Joint Committee on Reconstruction, Thirty-ninth Congress,
January 31, 1866, v. 1273, Hse. Rpt. 30, p. 31.

18 Fairfax Co. Chancery Suit, Stiles v. Stiles, CFF158 FF, c. 1905, Fairfax Co.
Circuit Court Clerk.

19 Fairfax Co. W B A2 pg. 533, Will of Henry Steers, April 3, 1870, Fairfax Co.
Circuit Court Clerk

2 The Guthrie Daily Leader, August 24, 1894, p. 4, c. 3.

2 The Guthrie Daily Leader, July16, 1895, p. 4, c. 3.

2 The Guthrie Daily Leader, June 29, 1899, p. 1, c. 2.
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Joseph Stiles, Fairfax County
Commissioner of the Revenue, 1862-1866

Joseph Stiles (1830 — 1899) was a Quaker, bornin
Burlington County, New Jersey. Hemoved to Fairfax County,
Virginiawith his parents, Martin and Sarah (Sopers) Stiles,
inthe spring of 1853. That sameyear he purchased 80 acres
on the southwest side of Ox Road (Rt. 123) at its
intersection with Hampton Road.* On November 29, 1855,
he married Sarah Catherine Pridmore (1832 — 1914)? of
Prince William Co.? Sarah was the daughter of John D. &
Sarah (Halley) Pridmore. Over thenext severa years Joseph
and Sarah Stilesincreased their land holdingsto morethan
300 acres, south of and contiguousto hisoriginal 80 acre
parcel 4,567

During the early part of the Civil War Joseph Stiles
served asguide, scout, and military detectivefor Uniontroops
operating in Fairfax County.?°

“ Our cavalry were guided to the rebel camp
by Joseph Siles, a tried and faithful Union
man, of Fairfax county, who for some time
past has been acting as guide to Gen.
HeintzZeman'’s corps d’arme.” 1°

He was elected Commissioner of the Revenue for
the Restored Government of Fairfax County in the spring
of 1862.

On December 19, 1862, hewas captured on the banks
of Occoquan River, near Colchester, Virginia by
Confederates troops while leading the 17th Pennsylvania
Cavalry onascouting mission.*

He was sent to Libby Prison and confined there for
several months.*2Confederate A ssistant Secretary of War,
J.A. Campbell wrote of him to the Provost Marshal of
Confederate Prisoners, Brig. Gen. John H. Winder:

“ Joseph Stiles, (is) to be returned as a
prisoner. If a case cannot be made out
against himas a Spy he will be valuable
as a hostage for our citizens held as
prisoners.”

Inretaliation for Stiles capture, former Commissioner
of the Revenue, John Broadwater Hunter was arrested by
Unionforcesand sent to Old Capitol PrisoninWashington,
DC.»

Ever responsive and sensitiveto itsfiscal needs, the
Fairfax County Court appointed an interim Deputy

Commissioner to serve “ until the Commissioner is able
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toreturnto hisduties.” Another Fairfax County loyalist,
Job Hawxhurst, was appointed Deputy tofill infor Joseph
Stiles.

Both men were eventually exchanged. However,
Stileswas captured once again in June 1864.

In 1865, Joseph Stiles was appointed Deputy U.S.
Marshall and enforced the Federal Direct Tax or Income
Tax adopted by Congressin 1862 to help pay for thewar.
This is the same Federal income tax that is still with us
today. Property of citizens who did not pay the tax was
subject to confiscation. At the end of the war, almost no
southern citizens could pay the tax. Asaresult they were
visited by Marshall Stiles. Hisheavy-handed tacticslikely
did not endear him to thelocal populace.

The Loudoun cousnty (Va.,) Mirror of the
19th says:—Mr. Jaseph Stiles, Deputy Mar-
shal for Jobn Underwood, was in Loudoun
county last week, accompanied by 2 squad of
United States soldiers, eerving writs of con
fizea tion upon & number of citizens, In some
instances even upon thore who have taken the
amnesty of President Johnson. Awmong the
nur ber waited upon by My, Stiles, we learn,
was Colonel B, V. White, Major B. P. No-
land, Major C. B. Ball, Cept. H. O. Claget,
Dr. Cochran, A. H. Rogers, Jos. Meade and
Geo. K. Foz, jr.—this being the sedond time
in the case of Mr. Fox.

Alexandria Gazette, July 26,1865, p. 2, c. 2.

In 1866, at thefirst term of the Circuit Court in Prince
William County, Joseph Stileswasindicted by aGrand Jury
for ahorse theft related to a scouting expedition heledin
the autumn of 1863 in pursuit of Mosby’sguerillas. Heis
alleged to have taken “two mules’ and “some chickens’
fromacitizen of Prince William County. A warrant for his
arrest was issued. Col. John S. Mosby is alleged to been
engaged in assisting the Commonwed th’ sAttorney in Prince
William County in prosecuting the matter. However, before
atria could take place General Ulysses S. Grant issued
orders prohibiting civil courts in the seceded states from
prosecuting any person for actswhile donein the service
of the United States.'” The case was then apparently

dropped.

In 1869, perhapsasaresult of thistype of persecution,
Joseph Stiles sold hisland, abandoned hiswife Sarah and
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infant son, John Pridmore Stiles, and left Virginiafor good.*
Census recordsindicate that Joseph Stiles moved first to
Lathrop, Clinton Co., Missouri and eventually settled in
Guthrie, Logan County, Oklahoma. In 1872, Joseph married
MarthaFrances Steers, hissister-in-law, and half sister of
hiswife Sarah Catherine Stiles. Martha was the daughter
of Henry Steersand Sarah E. (Halley) Pridmore.**Thetwo
were married in spite of the fact that no record of divorce
hasyet been found in either Virginiaor Missouri. Martha
had been residing in St. Louis, Missouri with her sister
Harriet, wifeof John Dollar, just 260 mileswest, in Lathrop,
Clinton Co., MO.

In 1878, Joseph Stiles first wife, Sarah Catherine,
married her stepfather’s brother, her step-uncle, Edward
Steers, Sr. (1816-1895), in Fairfax Co., VA.

Joseph Stiles|eft Missouri about 1890 and moved his
family toafarm four mileseast of Guthrie, Logan County,
Oklahoma.?® Besides other crops, Joseph Stiles farm
included 6,000 fruit trees.?

In 1892, hewas el ected Treasurer of Logan County
and served two terms until 1896. Joseph Stiles died of a
strokeon June 28, 1899 in Guthrie, Oklahoma. Heisinterred
in Summit View Cemetery, in Guthrie, OK .2

(See Endnotes bottom p. 17)
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Fairfax Court House News
of 150 Years Ago

Mas, Tuowas CouMiTranp vo vux Owp Car-
Mot =M. Henry W, Thomas was sent to the
14 Oapitol a few days ago. She waa fousnd earry-
ing over the Aquadurt sontraband goods. M.
Thomas's hetgband was formeriy a #ate Beaslor of
Virginia, and stveral times s candidate for Con-
ftess. Bafose the reballlon broke oul, he was s
promisent BDell and Rvereit man. Mrs, Thomas ia
asistar of the potoriaus Jassksan, whe murdered
Ellsworth st Alexasdria. Mre. Thomas his &
mother Hving in Grargelown

Daily National Republican, May 23, 1863, p. 3, c. 1.

WAR UPON RELIGION.

Editor Richmond Sentinel: I observe in a
latec Northern paper an authorized publication,
entitied “Instractions for the Government of
the Armies of the United States in the Field,”
in which it says, “*Religious edifices are to be
regarded as sacrod.” desire that it may be
secn how {ar they have obeyed these instruc-
tions, and to that end, I hope those informed as
to the conduct of our foes im the respective
counties mow or heretofore overrun by them
will furnish to the press a statement, so that it
may be made a part of tho history of the war.
In the county of Fairfax, where, perhaps, they
have committed more enormities and atroci-
ties than any other, thoy have destroyed the
following churches :

At Fairfax Court House they havo converted
the Episcopal Church into & stable.

They have dostroyed the Methodist Church
and Parsonage at the same place.

Aali ggntr:g'in:,d tmt;e burned the Epis-
cop ur a its foundation the
Mocthodist Church.
thAlti F?u:%ll;;?,ch theyd ha;:e laergmsly injared

e Baptis and utterly destroyed the
Mothodist Onurch. 7

Paine’s Church, onec of the old Uolonial
churches, has been razed to the .

Pgohick Uhurch, the church 05 Washington
—tho walls are shndimthe pulpit, the pews,
with the namo of W gton !:E:so Lewis,
&c., engraved thercon, havo all beenni:mrned,
and the building now used ag a stable,

Fall's Church, another colonial church, has
been seriously damaged, and used as a hos-
pital

Lebanon burnt.

Anandale, destroyed, pulled down.

Andrew.C do.

Dranesville Chapel, do.

Mt. Carmel, do.

It is said the only church uninjored 1n the
ccunty was the new Catholic Church near
Fairfax station, but the latest informastion
from the county
hospital, and doubtless it has shaved the fate of
all the rest. Can the history of the world
present & similarrecord of outrage upon that
‘which the Yankees profess to regarnd as sacred.

Macon Telegraph, June 9, 1863, p. 2, c. 3.
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