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Accotink and Pohick Creeks, and isnow withintheboundaries
of theU.S.Army’sFt. Bevoir. Jonathan’sacquisitionincluded
theold plantation house and outbuildings.

The Robertswere part of alarge migration of some 40
Quaker familiesfrom Burlington and Gloucester Countiesin
New Jersey, to Woodlawn Plantation near Mount Vernon,
Virginia. Thismigrationwasled by Chakley Gillingham.

Jonathan Roberts offered himself asacandidatefor the
elected office of Fairfax County Surveyor in 1852 and 1858.
IN 1852, hewasendorsed by hisformer school master, Benjamin

Hallowdl of Alexandria:

principles of Surveying and the connecting branches,
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The Quaker Scout
Jonathan Roberts (1818-1901)

By William Page Johnson, Il

Jonathan Robertswasbornin Mt. Holly, Burlington County,
New Jersey on September 10, 1818, the son of Enoch and Ann
(Matlock) Roberts. During the Civil War Jonathan volunteered asa
W scout and guidefor the Union Army and wasthe el ected Sheriff of
§ the Restored Government of Fairfax County.

Jonathan and hisfamily weremembersof the Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers.) Jonathan arrived in Virginiain thefall of 1839 to attend Benjamin
Hallowell’'sSchool inAlexandria.

InMarch 1842 ,he
married Abigaill Amanda
Hainesin Philadel phia,
Pennsylvania

Inthefall of 1848,
he returned to Virginia
and purchased a large
tract of landfromWilliam
and Mary McCarty.!
Cedar Grove plantation
was located on Pohick
Bay at the confluence of

Jonathan Roberts, c. 1867, The Quaker Scout & Fairfax
“This is to certify that Jonathan Roberts studied the  County Sheriff

Photo courtesy of Gregory P. Wilson
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Fairfax, Virginia - December 2013

Greetings from the President -

Thiswill be my last message as President
of HFCI. During the six years of my tenure we
have seen very important progress on preserving
the City of Fairfax’s historic heritage. The
opening of the Blenheim Civil War Interpretive
Center represented a significant expansion of the
City’s historic resources available to the public.
This property has become afocal point for many
historic, cultural and social activities in the City.
The opening of this facility was the result of a
true partnership involving the City’s elected
officias, City staff and citizens, including HFCI.
The historic Blenheim property is still awork in
progress. In partnership with the City, HFCI has
invested significant resources to the stabilization
and restoration of the main house, as well as
Grandma’s Cottage on the property.

We have seen a steady increase in
educational activities by the City’s Historic
Resources staff and HFCI with lectures, exhibits,
markers and walking tours. HFCI continuesits
work with City Council to ensure that the
development of the Old Town Park will protect
and enhance the historic resources located this
important block in the downtown part of the City.
To further focus our efforts, HFCI isin the
beginning stages of a strategic planning effort.

Your support for HFCI through your
memberships and participation in fundraising
activities is critical for our ability to continue
our work. Our annual Taste of the Vine was
another great success this year. We plan to
continue this event as our signature fund raising
effort but will add other fund raising activities as
well.

| want to thank the members of the HFCI
Board for their support during my time as
President. | would particularly like to
acknowledge the hard work and dedication of the

staff of the Office of Historic Resources.
Through their efforts, and the many volunteers
who support them, our rich history further
enhances the quality of life in the City of Fairfax.

David L. Pumphrey

__.._—._.'**..———‘,*_

At the Fairfax Museum

and Historic Blenheim...

Saturday, January 25—2 p.m.

“Mosby’sRaidsin Northern Virginia”

—Tak and book signingwithauthor William S.
Connery, whowill explorethelocal Civil War exploitsof
Confederate Col. John S. Mosby.

Saturday, February 22 —-2p.m. TBA

Saturday, March 22 -2 p.m.
“ConfederateMemorial Day in Alexandriafrom
1866 to the Present” —Talk and book purchase and
signing by Ann Graham, loca historian and author, will
tracetherootsand continuation of thetheannua
ConfederateMemorid Day inAlexandria, Mrs.
Grahamisthe past chapter president of theAlexandria
Mary CustisLee 17th VA Reg #7 UDC

Specia Events, Programs
14th Annual Fairfax Civil War Day
Saturday, April 26 —10a.m. to 5 p.m. (Rain or Shine)

Historic Blenheim Civil War Interpretive Center,
3610 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax. 703-591-0560

Second Sunday Series...

Sunday, January 12 -2 p.m.

“A ChristmasFlight”

Tak and book signing by Mary Buckingham Lipsey
about Fairfax’saviation pioneer Dr. William Christmas.

Continued next page ﬁf
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Sunday, February 9 —2 p.m.

“Civil War Contraband Camps’

Historical researcher and blogger, Ronald Baumgarten
will share hisfindings about the camps set upin Fairfax
County to housefreed AfricanAmerican daves.
Historic Blenheim Civil War Inter pretive Center
Series

e —

Second Sunday Series...

Sunday, March9—2p.m.

“TheCivil War Romanceof AntoniaFord and
Major Joseph C. Willard”

Curator Susan Inskeep Gray will tell thestory of
AntoniaFord,asuspected Confederate spy, and her
courtshipwithaUnionArmy officer.

Thisisajoint programwith Historic Blenheim and will
beheld at The Civil War Interpretive Center at Historic
Blenheim, 3610 Old LeeHighway. FairfAx.

Sunday, April 13—2p.m.

“Our Most Important Public Building”— Local
historian John Murphy will sharethehistory of the
Fairfax County Courthouse.

New Exhibition at Fairfax Museum and Visitor
Center:

“ArchitectureinVirginia” will open at Fairfax
Museum and Visitor Center, 10209 Main Street, on
Sunday, March 9 and be on view throughMay 31. The
exhibitionisapartnership with the VirginiaM useum of
FineArtsin Richmond

New Exhibition in theHistoric Blenheim Civil War
Interpretive Center Gallery:

Tuesday, April 8=June27, 2014

“The Civil War seen through the eyes of German-
American caricaturists, Thomas Nast and Adalbert
Volck” . Both caricaturistswere German-Americans
and while Nast supported the Union, Vol ck supported

the Confederacy. The exhibit not only focusesonthese
two men’sopinionsonthewar, but it so explainsthe
role German-Americansplayedinthe Civil War.
Traveling Exhibition presented by the German-American
Heritage Museum, Washington, D.C.

Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center, 10209 Main
Street, Fairfax. 703-385-8414

e 4 E—

Virginia Sesquicentennial of the
American Civil War Commission

2014 Signature Conference

“TheAmerican Civil War in aGlobal Context”
Saturday, May 31

GeorgeMason University

Center for theArts

4373 Mason Pond Drive

Fairfax, VA 22030

Please register: http://www.virginiacivilwar.org/
2014conference.php

—‘——————0*-*9-——-'—-- o

AND AGENCY.

The undersigned having beer solicited by a
large number of Land Owners of this County,
to send them purchasers for their farms, and
from my long experience as a Surveyor, and as
Sherift Tam well informed as to the quality and
condition of most of tht farms in this county —
I have concluded to solicit the %atronage of
the public as a LAND AGENT. Persons,
therefore, who wish to purchasze lands, and
those who wish to sell, will find it to their
intorest to give mea call at my office, at Bruin’s
Jail, West End, near Alexandria, an., or by
maii, Box 314, Alexandria P. O., Va.

JONATHAN ROBERTS
de 21-2m Sheriff of Fairfax county, Va.

Alexandria Gazette, December 21, 1865, p. 3, 2.
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Algebra and Geometry, under my direction, and
having had some practical experience in the
business, | have confidence in his qualifications
for the office of County Surveyor.

Benj. Hallowell,
ALEX A. BOARDING SCHOOL."” 2

Unfortunately, helost both times, in part, to prejudices
associated with being anortherner. Possible evidencefor
this prejudice is manifested in the regrettable and
unintentional omission of aletter of support submitted to
Hiram Brower, the editor of the Fairfax County News, a
weekly newspaper. Brower did submit theletter for print to
the Alexandria Gazette with an apology two days before
theMay 1858 dection. Although Robertslost both e ections,
at some point Roberts became acting County Surveyor due
totheincapacity of the elected County Surveyor, whowas,
in Roberts view “a drunken sot.” 3 As acting County
Surveyor, Robertsbecamevery familiar with Fairfax County
anditspeople.

In 1858, Jonathan Roberts received a charter from
the Virginia General Assembly for the Accotink Creek
Navigation Company whose stated purposewas* toimprove
navigation in Accotink creek in the county of Fairfax.” 4
The enterprisewaslikely engaged in shipping grain from
Accotink Mill.

Duringthe 1840's, in Fairfax County asel sewherein
thecountry, thedivideover davery grew wider. AsaQuaker
and a northerner, Jonathan Roberts was opposed to the
institution. Consequently, he became known amongst the
slavesin the county “ astheir friend.” ®> They sought him
out for advice and assistance. On one occasion a slave
woman cameto Cedar Grove seeking Robertshelp asshe
feared she was about to sold South byher Master, to pick
cotton. Roberts could not legally advise her to runaway
with her children.

Despondent, the daveturned and | eft, asshewalked
down thelaneleading from the house, Robertswatched in
horror as the woman stopped by his “ woodpile, take an
ax in her right hand, and placing her left hand on the
chopping block, deliberately chopped off three of her
ownfingers.” Sheran back to Roberts holding up her |eft
hand with thefingers<till dangling and said, “ Now | cannot
pick cotton, and no one will buy me, and | can stay at
home with my children.” ¢

After the€eection of Abraham Lincolninthefall of

1860, the already heated secession debate grew more
4

5&r=0rrice or THE Fatrrax County NEwWS,
Fawgrax C. H., Va., May 2¢2d, 1868 —The an.
nexed communication, handed to me on Mon-
day last, should have appeared in The News ol
yestercay : butinuch to my regret, it was unin-
tentionally umitted; and as iis publication in my
next issue would but partially effect the object ot
the writer, | have deemed it due to him as well as
a duty incumbent upon myself, to take such
steps as may be best calculated to afford repara-.
tion to all interested. And hence, with this ex.
planation, 1 respucttully request that you give it
an insertion in the next issu» of the country
edition of your paper. Very respecttully, yours,

Hmas Browen, Editor Fairtax Co. News

Mr. Epitor:—Permit me to say a few words
in fuvor of JoxaTiay Rosenrts, as a candidate
for the County Surveyorship.

This oftice has become ot considerable impor-
tance to the people of the county, and should be
filled with a close eye to the habits and capaci-
ty of the man.

In Jonathan Roberts all the requisites will
be found—He is sober, industrious, honest, and
competeint.

Benjamin Hollowell, than whom there can
be no more competent judge, testified, when Mr.
Roberts was a candidate at a former electiou, to
his entire competency in the line of his profes.
sion,a practical Surveyor.

1 regret to lind an elfort being made to preju-
dice the voters against Mr. Jonathan Roberts.
because of his having come from one ot the
Northern States. I am, and believe in mo-
meuts ot caim thought, the prople of this couu-
ty are, opposed to this species of ostracism
Surely it is vnjust and wrong, for when men
become property holders and show themselves
to be goed citizens, submitting cheeriuily to all
tiie burthens and requirements of our system
of government, they in all fairness are enti-
tled to a fair participation in any benefits that
may atise. Jonathan Roberts has made this
county his home, the home of his family ~has
always cenducted himself as a good citizen, 1s
competent and honest, hails from a section of
the county which has been without one single
county oitice, in my recollection. Will not the
peopie of tne county, looking first at his entire
competency, with an eye to thes: other circum-
stances, come up to his support at the polls on
tae day of electiont

1 trel authorized in saying, Mr Jonathan Ro.
berts will receive a strong vote from all parties
in this section of the county. AGRICOLA.

Chantilly, iy 26—1t

Alexcandria Gazette, May 25, 1858, p. 3, 5.

Continued next page w"
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intense. Inearly 1861, the VirginiaGeneral Assembly caled
for aconvention of delegatesto decidetheissue onceand
forall.

Jonathan Robertstravelled to Fairfax Court House
to hear thetwo principle candidates. The secessionistshad
selected Alfred M oss, thenthe Clerk of the Fairfax County
Court. The Union men had backed William H. Dulany, a
prominent Fairfax attorney.

“ Soon the Courthouse was crowded
to its utmost capacity. | managed to get a
seat on a high window-sill, where | could
see the whole crowd, which was a little
lower than where | sat, with the speaker’s
stand, where the Judges commonly sat, in
front of me. As near as | could make out
the Union men were to my left hand and the
Secession men to my right. Among them Jim
Jackson and his gang of bullies. All at once
a stillness fell on the crowd, as Alfred
Moss..., arose to define his position....
‘Elect me, and | will go in for immediate
secession,” This so astonished me...that |
called out: *Why, Alfred Moss, you do not
mean what you say; that you will go in for
immediate secession.’ ‘ Yes, | do,” he yelled.
‘I will go for immediate secession.’ ... Lynch
him and carry him out. Lynch the
black Abolitionist.” And Jim Jackson and
hisgang of bullies started toward me across
the Courthouse to do their bidding.” Just at
that time there was a commotion at my |eft
hand, and there came a tall six-footer,
Thomas J. Peacock, pushing hisway toward
me, and came and stood directly between
me and Jim Jackson, who, when he saw him
there, turned another way and left me alone,
and quiet was restored again. But that
guestion and Alfred Moss' answer defeated
him by a majority of 425 votes in a poll of
about 1,200 votes. After that meeting | was
doubly a marked man for lynching.”’

The secession convention resulted in the passage of
a referendum in which the people of Virginia would
ultimately decidethe question of secession. A statewide
referendum washeld May 24, 1861. On that day Jonathan
Robertsarrived at hispolling station at Accotink, Virginia.
Thejudgeof theelection wasFrederick “ Fred” R. Windsor,

anoted secessionist. On hisarrival, Robertsfound Windsor
seated at the polling table with aloaded revolver, swearing
to shoot any man who dared to vote for the Union. Also
present were approximately 40 militia cavalry who were
thereto keep order .2 Gathered outside the polling station
were approximately 40 Union men who were preparing to
leavewithout voting when Robertsarrived. Asvoting at this
timewas doneviva voce, or by voice, the Union men of the
areawereintimidated by the presence of Windsor and the
cavalry. Roberts assured the group that Windsor and the
cavarymen were merely trying to intimidate them into not
voting. Robertsthenled the group back to the polling station.
Accotink was one of only three precincts, out of fourteen,
which voted to reject the Ordinance of Secessionin Fairfax
County.

About two weeksafter the referendum vote, Jonathan
Roberts name appeared on an order of General PGT.
Beauregard to General Bonham:

“Headquarters Department of Alexandria,
Camp Pickens, Manassas Junction, June 9,
‘61

To Brigadier General M. L. Bonham,
commanding the forces at Fairfax Court
House — Sr: The following named persons
in Fairfax county, residing near Accotink
district, have been reported to measinimical
and dangerous to our cause, viz: Alfred
Rucker, Ebin Mason, John Mason, R.F.
Roberts, Jonathan Roberts, and Levi
Deming.

Mr. John H. Barnes, (deputy sheriff) of Capt.
Dillaney’s company, will inform you where
they are to be found.

You will please obtain secretly, reliable
written testimony proving the above charges
against said individuals, and if in your
judgment such testimony shall be deemed
sufficient, you will have them arrested
forthwith, and sent under escort or guard to
Governor Wiliam Smith at Warrenton, who
has been instructed to make necessary
arrangements for their safe keeping.

But should the testimony only amount to
strong suspicions of their dangerous
character, they will be allowed twenty-four

Continued next page (;g-
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hours noticeto leave the county, not to return
therein until after the war, under penalty of
being arrested and kept in close confinement
during the said period should that order be
violated.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GT. BEAUREGARD
Brigadier General Commanding” °

Asaconsequence of hisstanceon both thedavery
and secession issues, Roberts observed thefollowing near
hishome:

“ About a week after, my sonsand | were
planting potatoes in my field, when about
11 o’ clock we observed a saddled horse tied
in the edge of the field next to the woods on
the hillside overlooking the Potomac River,
Pohick Bay, and where we were at work. It
was awonder to uswhat the horse was doing
there, and we watched it until near dinner
time, when | sent the boys up to the house to
feed while | went to see what that saddled
horse was doing there. On coming to the
place where the horse was tied from the
opposite side, | surprised a soldier sitting at
the foot of a tree watching where we had
been at work, but at the time drowsy with

sleep.

| called to him and asked what he was
doing there, and if he was lost. He jumped
up very much startled, muttering something
unintelligible. At last he got out that he was
sent there by his Captain from Occoquan to
watch the ‘black Abolitionist,” Roberts, who
they said was a ‘ Yankee Spy;’” The soldier
also stated “ ...that he was a member of the
company at Accotink on election day.... |
told the soldier that | was Mr. Roberts; that |
was no spy, but an open outspoken Union
man, one that was opposed to slavery and
secession.” 1°

After thisincident, Jonathan Robertstemporarily left
Cedar Grovewith hisfamily for the safety of Alexandria.
AtAlexandria, Jonathan Robertscalled on Col. (later Magjor
General) Samuel P. Heintzelman and offered his services
as a guide and scout. Henintzelman was sufficiently

impressed with Roberts that on July 18, 1861, Roberts
guided aportion of Heintzelman'sartillery tothe First Battle
of Manassas.

Roberts witnessed the capture of Rickett’s and
Griffin’'sUnion artillery batterieson Henry House Hill at
about 2 p.m. July 21, 1861. The capture of these gunswas
thefirst succesof theday for the Confederates and one of
theturning pointsof the battle. Robertsrecalled:

“My post of observation was near a
large brick house on the crest of a ridge
beyond the Sone House on the turnpike,
where the U.S. Surgeons established a field
Hospital, about a half a milefromthe Henry
House, fromwhere | could see all that took
place to our right. It was here that | heard
a great shout, ...out from the woods rushed
a large body of fresh rebel infantry troops
fromthe rebel army of J.E. Johnston, in the
Valley, and with yells charged right on to
those batteries, ...took them by surprise in
their rear, and killed and wounded a large
number at the first fire.” *

Immediately after the Battle of Manassas, Fred
Windsor accompanied by other southern sympathizersfrom
theAccotink areg, visited Cedar Grovelooking for Jonathan
Roberts. Finding him not home, they lied and told hiswife,
Abigail, that the Yankees had hung himfor leading themin
thewrong direction at the recent battle. Shortly afterward,
anAlabamaregiment visited the Robertsfarm and stripped
it of nearly everything of value.

: by A\
Bruin's Slave Jail, 1707 Duke Street, Alex., VA. Site of the Fairfax
County Courthouse from 1863 to 1865. Jonathan Roberts acquired Josesph
Bruin's home and kitchen in 1864. The Bruin home, which no longer exists,
stood immediately to the east of the Slave Jail.
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Enough was enough, on September 12, 1861,
Jonathan Robertsrelocated hisfamily toAlexandria. They
occupied an abandoned home and later the home of
Alexandriadavedealer, Joseph Bruin. They would remain
inAlexandriafor theduration of thewar. Uptothispoint,
Jonathan Roberts had served the Union cause without pay.
When Union General William B. Franklin learned of this,
heimmediately issued ordersto recognize Roberts service
and place him on the Federd pay roll:

“ Headquarters Camp Williams
Sep. 12, 1861

Jonathan Roberts is hereby employed as a
guide in the service of the United Sates at
a compensation rate of seventy five dollars
per month for the services of himself and
the use of his horse.

By order of Gen. McClellan
WB. Franklin

Brig. Gen. Comdg.
Division” 12

Onlearning that Cedar Grove had been abandoned,
the secessionistsin Fairfax County threatened to burnitto
theground if Robertsdid not stop piloting the Yankeesaround
the county. Robertscounteredthat if hishousewereburned,
“ there should not be a rebel house left standing between
Alexandria and WolIf Run Shoals, at the mouth of Bull
Run 20 milesaway.” ¥ Cedar Grove survived the war.

In the fall of 1861, Roberts helped organize the
Unconditional Union Association of Alexandria,
Virginia. The Provost Marshal of Alexandriacametorely
onthisgroupto help keep order. Passeswereissued only
to individuals to travel between the lines with the
endorsement of the association.**

InMay 1862, Governor FrancisH. Pierpont of the
Restored Government of Virginiaordered that €l ectionsbe
heldinVirginiato replaceany officia refusingtotakean
Oath of Allegianceto the United States. Asnone of the
elected officialsin Fairfax County took such an oath, their
offices were declared vacant. Jonathan Roberts was
appointed aSpecia Commissioner by Governor Pierpont
to superintend the election. He was al so a candidate for
sheriff, to which office he was elected on May 22, 1862
(see Restored Gover nment of Fairfax County, Fare Facs
Gazette, v. 9, # 2, 2012).

7

When Fairfax Court House was evacuated by
Confederate forces in October 1861, Alfred Moss, the
secessionist Clerk of the Fairfax County Circuit Court,
packed up most of the records of the county and moved
them to Fauquier County for safekeeping. Many of the
records of the Fairfax County Circuit Court had already
been pilfered during thefirst monthsof thewar by soldiers
of both sides seeking souvenirs.

Inthefal of 1862, Jonathan Roberts, through adave
informant, discovered that Moss had |eft the recordsin
Warrenton, Virginiawith hisfriend, WilliamA. Jennings,
Clerk of the Fauquier County Circuit Court. Robertsobtained
special permission from the Secretary of War to bring the
records back to Fairfax. After traveling to Warrenton, the
Fauquier County seat, Jenningsinitialy professed to know
nothing about therecords. However, after threatening to
havethe military search hisoffice, Jenningsdivulged that
“ Alfred Moss had deposited some boxes up stairs, but
he knew not what was in them.” *> Roberts found the
recordson the second floor of the Fauquier County Clerk’s
office. Hehad them shipped by rail back to Fairfax Court
House. Included among the records recovered were the
recorded votes of the secession referendum of Fairfax
County.

At about thissametime, Jonathan joined the Union
Home Guard of Fairfax County, amilitiainfantry company
raised by hisfriend, Henry T. Brooks, Clerk of the Fairfax
County Court. Thisunit wasnot all that active, however. If
they mustered at all, they likely spent their time patrolling
theroads, protecting thetelegraph lines, and chasing rebel
guerrillas. 16

In January 1863, the Fairfax County Court House
was in shambles. Although the Confederate army had
withdrawn to the south side of the Rappahannock River,
Confederate cavary till threatened large swathsof Fairfax
County, including Fairfax Court House. Consequently, it was
decided to temporarily movethe courthouseto Bruin'sSave
Jail on Duke Street inAlexandria

The County Court of Fairfax County, acting
under the Wheeling Government, is to be
held at Joseph Bruin’s House, West End,
near this place.

Alexandria Gazette, January 13,1863, p. 2, c. 1.

InApril of 1863, Jonathan Robertswas summoned to
Alexandriaby Col. Henry H. Wells, the Provost Marshall
at that place. JoshuaC. Gunnell, theformer sheriff of Fairfax

Continued next page (;g-
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County, had been captured by federal forceswhileat Fairfax
Court Housefollowing the capture of Union General Edwin
Stoughton. After being held for monthsin Old Capitol Prison
inWashington, D.C., Gunnell had asked to take the Oath of
Allegiancein order to securehisown release. However,
hisrequest wasrefused by Union authoritiesasthey feared
hewould smply violatehisparole. Gunnell asked, Col. Wells
to summon Jonathan Robertsto vouch for his character.
When Robertsarrived, Colonel Wellsasked:

“ Mr. Roberts, do you know that man?” pointing to
Gunnell. “ Oh yes,” said Roberts, “that is Joshua C.
Gunnell, our old sheriff.” “1 know that,” said Wells,
“what do you know about him?” Roberts then said,
“Joshua C. Gunnell was one of the most
uncompromising, bitter rebels in the county.” Wells,
becoming impatient, added, “ | know all that,...the facts
are he has sneaked back home and our soldiers being
afraid he would work them harm have arrested him and
sent him on his way to the Old Capitol, and he begs to
be allowed to take the oath of allegiance and be allowed
to go home, and he says he will keep it; but | am afraid
to trust him. What do you think about it?” Roberts then
indicated to Wells that “ Joshua C. Gunnell before the
war had been known and acknowledged as a great
advocate of the sanctity of the oath, and that | believe
if he voluntarily took the oath of allegiance he would
go home and keep it.” 1 Wellsthen released Gunnell.

AsGunnell and Roberts made their way out of the
Provost Marshd’sofficeand into the street, Gunnel | turned
and spoke to Roberts, “ Now, Mr. Roberts, before this |
would have shot you as quick as | would have shot a
rabbit, but now you have done more for me than any of
my old friends could or would have done, and | will go
quite as far the other way, and no one shall hurt or
harmyou if | can help it.” *°

Other Unionloyalistsin Fairfax County aso cameto
Gunnell’s defense. According to an affidavit of John
Hawxhust amember of the VirginiaHouse of Delegates,
and John S. Hollingshead, Commissioner of Deeds, Joshua
Gunnell attempted to alert Union authoritiesof Mosby’s
impending raid on Fairfax Court House* 2 or 3 daysbefore
General Soughton’s capture.” % In his statement, John
Hawxhurst indicatesthat Gunnell spokedirectly with John's
brother, Job Hawxhurt, Clerk of the Fairfax County Circuit
Court. Gunnell told Hawxhurst, “ Mosbyisat ‘ Frying Pan’
and would be very likely to give them trouble, and that
the citizens would be blamed for it.” When Stoughton

wasinformed heisalleged to havereplied ‘ that he knew
all about it and would attend to his own business.?

Inthesummer of 1863, Jonathan Robertswasthrown
fromhishorsewhileleading Union cavary onascout down
LittleRiver Turnpike. Thefall resulted in severeinjuriesto
hisarmand leg, rendering him acripplefor theremainder
of hislife. Infact, in 1875, he would receive an invalid
pension as a result of these injuries as well as for his
servicesasaGuide and Scout.?

In May 1864, Jonathan was reelected sheriff of
Fairfax County. However, Jonathan was struggling to
perform one of the significant duties of hisoffice. At the
time, dl Virginiasheriffshad theresponsbility of collecting
taxes, or the county levy. For this, Virginiasheriffswere
aso entitled to receivefive percent of thetax they collected
ascompensation, whichwasinadditiontotoasmall sdary
typically paid them by the county.

Under the best circumstances, thejob of collecting
taxesisdifficult. In Fairfax County, thejob of collecting
taxesduring thewar was next to impossible and downright
dangerous. Throughout the war, Confederate partisans
operated with impunity in the county. So much so, that
Jonathan Robertswas compelled to placethefollow adin
the Alexandria Gazette:

e

It is advertised by ‘“‘Jonathan Roberts, She-
riff of Fairfax (‘ounty,’’ that in consequence
of the unsettled state of the Country he can-
not ride it with safety; all Tax FPayers in
consequence ars notified to make preparation
to pay their tazes, wherever found; and to
avoid difficulty he requests all to call at his
office, ‘‘Bruin’s Dwelling, West End”’ to pay
taxes.

e
Alexandria Gazette, January 7, 1864, p. 2, c. 1.

Making mattersworse, much of the native populaion
had simply fled, deserting their homesand farms. Those
that remained, nativeand loyalist alike, often did not have
the money to pay their taxes. If taxes were not paid the
sheriff wasauthorized, by law, to sell property to recover
the debt. This made Roberts an extremely unpopular
individual. After the war, he was soundly criticized for
conducting tax salesin Fairfax County after theVirginia
legidature had changed thelaw prohibiting such salesfor
taxesduefor theyears 1861 to 1864.%

Continued next page ﬁé’:"



Volume 10, Issue 4

The Fair Facs Gazette

Fall 2013

Joseph Bruin’s slave jail and home had been
confiscated by the Federa Judge John C. Underwood under
the ConfiscationAct of 1862. The propertieswereauctioned
inJuly 1864. Jonathan Robertswasthe high bidder for the
Bruin homewhich he acquired for $400.

SaLks Uxper THE U. S. (CONFISCATION
Law —The United States Marshal's sale of
confiscated property iu the Hastern Distiiet of
Virginia took place, according to public an-
nouncement, yesterday. ‘‘All the right, title
interest, and estate of the parties named,” was
sold as follows:

Joseph’s Bruin’s house and lot at West
End, suburb of Alexandria, $400. Jonathan
Roberts,

Lotat West End, $605. Jonathan Roberts,

Alexandria Gazette, July 20,1864, p. 1,c. 1 & 2.

Joseph Bruiniswidely viewed asthe model for the
davetrader in Harriett Beecher Stowe's 1852 novel Uncle
Tom's Cabin. He had been captured in Loudoun County
early inthewar and had been confinedin Old Capitol Prison
for nearly three years. After the war he returned to
Alexandriato find hishome occupied by Roberts. Bruin,
along with other property owners, filed suit to havetheir
propertiesreturned. One of these caseswent all theway
to the United States Supreme Court. In Mc\Veigh v. The
United Sates, 1870, thecourt ruled infavor of theplaintiff,
stating he had been denied due process in the act of
confiscation. The saleto Jonathan Robertswas nullified
and hewasforced to surrender the property to Bruinwithout
compensation.®

InJuly 1865, the rebuilding began. Gen. Christopher
C.Augur, of theMilitary Department of Washington, issued
an order that “ the next session of the Fairfax court will

An orderhas been issued by Gen. Augur
directing the Court House and attached
building of Fairfax County, which have been in
the possession of the U. S. Government for
the last two or three years, be turned over
to the proper County Officers. The next ses-
gion of the Fairfax court will be held thercfore,
notin the house Joseph Brnin, at West End,
but at the Court House.

Alexandria Gazerte, July 19,1865, p. 3, c. 1.

be held therefore not in the house of Joseph Bruin, at
West End, but at the Court House.” 6 Presumably, this
aso meant that the Fairfax County Sheriff’sofficeandjall
also returned to Fairfax Court House.

After thewar, Jonathan Robertsremained very active
inlocal and Virginiaaffairs. He was elected a Justice of
the Peace and a Justice of the Fairfax County Circuit
Court.?” Hewas an outspoken proponent of reconstruction,
suffragefor former slaves, and the di senfranchi sement of
former Confederates.®

On January 31, 1866, Jonathan Roberts testified
before the Joint Committee on Reconstruction. His
testimony reflects someone entirely discontented with the
community inwhich helived. Thehostility and didoyalty of
former secessionistsand confederatesis apparent:

“ ...they hate the Yankees, asthey call
all northern men, and while the government
of the United Sates is in the control, the
northern men, or Union men, they will hate
it, and they do hate it, and do everything
they cantoinjureit.... Areturned rebel, who
was taken prisoner for shooting our pickets
up at Fauquier county —an old slave trader
— came back and sued me, as sheriff, for
property which | was put in possession of
for the benefit of the court. | was put in
possession by an order from the Secretary
of War. He sued me as a trespasser the
minute he got back. If it was to go on trial
they would convict me.” %

In histestimony, Jonathan Robertsfurther revealed
that hefelt the Union men of Fairfax County were hated
andthat their liveswould be endangered if the United States
troops should be withdrawn; al so that the freedmen were
frequently ill-treated and that they and white Unionistscould
not hopefor justicein the State courts.

“The Union men cannot stay there
unless the military force is continued... We
are not going to have any safety under our
present State organization. | say that
although | am a sheriff, sworn to sustain
the reorganized government, yet | do not
believethat it isreorganized whiletherebels
control it. They are now passing laws there
to disenfranchise men who have been
votersthere. They are passing vagrant laws

Continued next page g{
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on purpose to oppress the colored people
and to keep themin vassalage, and aredoing
everything they can to bring back things to
their old condition, as nearly as possible....
They do not talk much, but | can hear them
saying, once in a while, ‘We are biding our
time; we are only just subjugated at present;
we are not whipped; we are only
overpowered; we will be at it again one of
these days, we will bide our time,” and such
expressions as these.” ¥

He also expressed a belief that in case of aforeign
war with France the former Confederateswould join the
enemy against the United States.

Because of the difficulties Jonathan encounteredin
collecting the county levy, heresigned as sheriff of Fairfax
County in June 1866. Inhisletter of resignation heindicated
that the office had become* a burden and expense” which
he was “ unwilling to incur any longer.” 3

In 1867, debate began in earnest about the
Reconstruction and readmission of Virginiato the Union.
Jonathan Robertswas a Radical Republican candidateto
theVirginiaConstitutional Convention of 1867.> Hewrote
to Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusettsadvocating a
secret ballot in the reconstructed government of Virginia
whichinhisview “ ...would prevent thedis-loyalistsfrom
terrifying the weak-hearted into voting as they
dictated.” * Thisintimidation was something that Jonathan
had experienced firsthand at the beginning of thewar. He
lost thenomination to the conventionto Capt. Orrin E. Hine,
of Vienna, Virginia, then the Assistant Superintendent of
the Freedmen’sBureau for Fairfax County.

Virginiaadopted anew constitutionin 1869 which
contained a number of significant changes. Freedmen,
former slaves, were given theright to vote. Significantly,
the move to disenfranchise former Confederate soldiers
and elected officials was defeated. Only the most senior
former Confederateslost their right to vote. Thevivavoce,
or voice vote, was abolished and replaced by the secret
ballot. A new system of free schoolswasiinitiated and a
new position of Treasurer was created to collect the county
levy. However, in spite of these changes, Jonathan Roberts
had becomeincreasingly disillusioned with the political
situationinVirgina. Hewas concerned that the old regime
would return to power. This, in fact, did happen after
Reconstruction and the era of Jim Crow was usheredin.

10

InApril 1869, Jonathan resigned as Justice of the
Circuit Court and applied for the position of Collector of
Internal Revenue the following month.®% He did not
receive the appointment.>’

In October 1869, Jonathan Roberts announced the
sale of Cedar Grove and most of hispersonal property.

UBLIC SALE OF VALUABLE PER-
SONAL PROPERTY, AT CEDAR
GROVE FARM, NEAR ACCOTINK VIIL.
LAGE, FAIRFAX COUNTY, VA.—Will be
sold, by public auction, or ffth day, (THURS.
DAY) the 28th day of October, 1869, the
STOCK and FARMING UTENSILS: on the
above farm, consisting of 2 first-rate Horses, 1
brood Mare, 2 colts, 1 pair large well broke
mules, 12 Devon Cows, 1 Durham Bull, 1 young
Alderney Bull, 2 Devon Calves, 3 Chaester Sows
and 26 pigs (full blood), Threshing Machine
and Horse Power, Corn Shellers, Turnip Cut-
ter, Grain Fan, Whoat Drill, Roller, Cutting
Box, Cider Mill, 1 Germantown Carriage, Mar-
ket Wagon, Farm Wagon, Oart, Coran, Coru-
stalks, Hay, Straw, Plows, (1 Cast Steel Plow,)
Harrows, Oultivators, Forks, Rakes, 1 Horse
Fork, Grindstone, Furnace Boiler, 1 bb1 Cider
(old), Meat Tubs, &c. Also, HOUSEHOLD
GOODS and XITCHEN FURNITURE, such
as Tables Chairs, Sofas, Mattrasses, Bedstesds,
Stoves, Dishes, Milk Pans, Churn, and a large
ot of valuable Books, &c., &c. Sale to com-
mence at 10 o'clock a. m.

TERMS—AIll sums under $20 cash ; all sums
of $20 and upwards a credit of four months ¥ill
be allowed, upon the purchaser giving hisnote,
with satisfactory security, payable at the First
National Bank, at Alexandria. No property to
be removed until the above terms are complied
with. JONATHAN ROBERTS.

Fairfax co), oct 9—eots

Alexcandria Gazette, October 9, 1869, p. 3, 3.

In Decemeber 1869, hemoved hisfamily to Marietta,
Marshall County, lowa. After hiswife, Abigail, diedin
1881, Jonathan moved back east returning to his native
New Jersey. Hedied at Clarksboro, New Jersey onMarch
30, 1901 and is interred at Mickleton Friends Burying
Ground, Mickleton, New Jersey.®

(Endnotes)

I would like to acknowledge Gregory P. Wilson, a descendent of
Jonathan Roberts, who graciously provided me with the wonderful
photograph of his ancestor. Greg is working on a more
comprehensive biography of Jonathan Roberts, which he will publish
in the near future.

1 Fairfax County Deed Book N1, p. 171, Fairfax County Circuit Court
Clerk, Fairfax VA.

2 Alexandria Gazette, May 11, 1852, p. 2, c. 7.

3 National Tribune, November 19, 1891, p. 1.
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Fairfax Court House News
of 150 Years Ago

The guerillas have again become active along
the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, Last
night they fired the large piles of wood between
Manassas Junction and Fairfax Court House,
accumulated by the company during the year,
at great expense,

Ouge pile containing several thousand cords
was burning this morning, without any pros-
peets of its being saved.

Providence Evening Press, November 10, 1863, p. 3, c. 3.

e —

The following persons, have been arrested
and sent from Fairfax Court House to Wash-
ington, and committed to the Old Capitol Pri-
son. J H. Simpson, W. E. Simpson, Wil-
liam Payne, Ispy Buckley Dan'l. Vowels,
Alfred Beckworth, (colored,) Jobn Clark, W.
A. B. Smith, Silas Mayhew, Moses Woodyard
and James Marshall. Buckley above men-
tioned is said to be a brother-in-law of Wild-
man Kincheloe, who captured, at Devereux
Station, on the 28th ult., a lot of mules.

The Washington correspondent of the New
York Times says that Mr. Secretary Chase at
the last session, took good care to piovide
ageinst any contingency which might arise
from Congress being opposed to the Adminis-
tration and the prosecution of the war. With-
out any further financial legislation by this
Congress, the Secretary had within his grasp
on the- 1st of December $1,00,000,000,

The Washington Chronicle of this morning
says:—*‘John Kincheloe, father of Kincheloe
the guerrilla, was sent up by the Provost Mar-
shal General of the defences south of the Poto-
wae, on Saturday, and committed to the Qld
Capitol.”’

Alexcandria Gazette, December 7, 1863, p. 2, ¢. 2 & 3.

e —

Mr. Robt. Allison, an old citizen of IFairfax

County, died recently, at Fairfax Court House.
Alexandria Gazette, January 25, 1864, p. 2, 2.

11

Joshua C. Gunnell, an old and well known
eitizen, of Fairfax County, died at his residence,
at Fairfax C. H., on Saturday last.

Alexcandria Gazette, February 23,1864, p. 1, 2.

__w___..-w.«.——-_‘.-_
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