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Rufusattended Yale University in 1843, leaving after oneyear. Helater

attended the
Universityof —
Virginiafrom
1847 to 1849. Although he was educated as a
lawyer, Rufusapparently preferredthelifeof afarmer.
By mid-nineteenth century standards Rufuswasa so
very wedlthy.

At 2 o'clock in the afternoon on Friday,
November 11, 1859, RufusAyreswas conducting
business in Rectortown, Virginia when he
encountered his neighbor, forty-four-year-old,
WilliamWedey Phillips. According to eye-witness,
Nelson Gibson, thetwo men, who had beeninvolved
inadisputeover afarm gate, got into an argument.
Theargument escal ated. Ayres, whowasarmed with

Y ) Rectortown Depot and Warehouse of Alfred Rector, Rectortown, VA
aColt revolver, menaced Phillipswiththeweapon.  photo credit: Craig Swain, June 16, 2007
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Fairfax, Virginia- January 2015
Greetingsfromthe President -

Haveyou seenthenew lighted entry way to Blenheim?
If not, driveby intheevening. Itisimpressve--thesign
andentry drivearelighted. Flood lightsbathethe stone
entry wall. Also, thefront of Blenheim isnow
illuminated. Wegrestly appreciatethecity fundingthis
project whichisadistinct asset for both safety and

appearance.

Thishasbeen abusy and productiveyear for theHFCI
Community Outreach Committeechaired by Al
Leightley. Thegroup hasmet with and made

presentati onsto ten community organizationsincluding
gpproximately two hundred people. The purposeof our
power point presentationistoinform our community
about HFCI’smission, goalsand programsand to
encouragemembership and participationin historic
preservation, education and restorationin Fairfax.
Goodwork, Al!

Wehavejust completed four new ord histories. They
will bepresented at our Spring membership meeting,
April 15,2015, a Blenheim. Solook for the
announcement and savethedate. Thenew ord histories
present the reminiscencesof Mary Petersen, John
Mason, Fred McCoy and JmWycoff. Videographer
Rachel Rothwill shareher experences*behind the
camerda’ asweenjoy our most recent oral histories.

SandraWilbur

et - ———
Welcome New M ember sl

The President & Board of Directors of HFCI
extends a hearty welcome to all new HFCI
members.

PhilipAnton
David & ClaudiaBrown
Michad Chenworth

PatriciaHall
Edward & Elaine Senft

At the Fairfax Museum
and Historic Blenheim...

Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center

New Exhibit at Fairfax Museum and Visitor
Center Opened July 4:

“Dressing for the Occasion: An exhibition of
costumes and textiles representing Fairfax
personalities and events,” - July 4, 2014 -
February 8, 2015.

The Fairfax Sory - Hamill Gallery. Permanent
Fairfax history exhibition.

Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center
“ Second Sunday” Programs

Programs are held at 2 p.m. on the second Sunday
of each month. Unless otherwise noted, programs
are held at the Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center,
10209 Main Street. Free (unless noted). Check back
to find out about additional programs planned
throughout the year. Information: 703-385-8414.

Sunday, March 8, 2 p.m.

“TheSuffragePrisonersat Occoquan Wor khouse”
Alice Reagan, Professor of History a NorthernVirginia
Community College, will ook at thewomenimprisoned
at nearby Lortonfor Picketing in\Washington, D.C. in
1917 for theright to vote.

Sunday, April 10, 2 p.m.

“Discovering the Universality of the Soldier
Experience”

Andrew H. Talkov, Vice-President for Programs,
VirginiaHigtorica Society will usedrawingsand
photographsto explorethe experiencesof soldiersinthe
Civil War and the Vietnam War.

Continued next page ﬁf
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Sunday, May 9, 2 p.m.

“Dr. Kate Waller Barrett: Morethan a Mother to
Many”

Curator Susan Inskeep Gray will exploreDr. Barrett's
contributionsto Progressive Erareforminitiatives
beyond her |eadership of the Nationa Florence
Crittenton Foundation, which established homesfor
unwed mothersand their children.

Historic Blenheim Civil War Interpretive
Center

“Blenheim's Civil War Soldier Sgnatures: A
Diary on Walls’

Permanent Civil War Soldier Graffiti exhibition.

Historic Blenheim Civil War Interpretive
Center Program Series

Programs are free and held at the Civil War
Interpretive Center at Historic Blenheim, 3610 Old
Lee Highway (unless otherwise noted). Check back
to find out about additional programs planned
throughout the year. Information: 703-591-0560.
HOURS BEGINNING JAN. 2014: 10am to 3pm,
Tuesday through Saturday. 1 p.m. guided tour of
historic house and site. FREE.

Saturday, February 28, 2 p.m.
SPECIAL WWII Program

“D-Day (+1) thru TheBattleof theBulge: The 70th
Anniversary”

Locd historian and author Jim Lewiswill recount the
American battlesacross France and Germany from
June-December 1944.

Saturday, March 21, 2 p.m.

“The Richmond-Peter sburg Campaign, October
1864"

Hampton Newsomewill describethe October 1864

battlesbetween Grant and Leein Virginia. Hewill
examinethe Confederate attacks a ong the Darbytown
Road on October 7 outside Richmond, one of Lee'slast
offensive operationsof thewar. Thetalk will also cover
Grant’smajor offensive on October 27 to seizethe
South SideRailroad, thelast openrail lineinto the
Confederate stronghold at Petersburg. Mr. Newsomeis
the author of Richmond Must Fall: The Richmond-
Petersburg Campaign of 1864, and an editor of Civil
War Talks: Further Reminiscences of George S
Bernard and His Fellow \eterans.

Saturday, April 25, 2 p.m.

“Fairfax Civil War Day”
Historic Blenheim

Period music, living history encampmentsand
demondrations, military firingsand drillswith Company
D, 17" Virginialnfantry, “ Fairfax Rifles,” C.S.A., tours
of the Historic Blenheim House and more. $5/adultsand
$3/children 12 and under.

10 AM. -5PM. a

Saturday, May 30, 2 p.m.
“William ‘Extra Billy’ Smith: The Governor’s

Odyssey”

Following the collapse of the Confederatelinesat
Petersburg onApril 2, 1865, Governor ExtraBilly,
began his* odyssey” —athousand-milejourney to take
thepulseof Virginiacitizens, govern the Commonweslth,
and to avoid capture by the Federal Army. Living
historian Dave Mei sky, portrays ExtraBilly Smithasa
member of Lee’'sLieutenants.

Other Information of Interest:

Walking Tour

11 am Guided walking tour (approx. 90 min.) of Old
Town Fairfax with stops at the Fairfax County
Courthouse, several antebellum homes with a Civil
War history, and the City of Fairfax Cemetery
(formerly Fairfax Confederate Cemetery).

Location: Meet at Fairfax Museum and Visitors
center, 10209 Main Street, Fairfax 703-385-8414.
Wear comfortable shoes and bring water.

Continued on page 19 w"
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Phillips, who wasunarmed, mounted hishorseand started
torideoff. Heturned and insulted Ayreswith aparting
epithet, “ You are a damned son of a bitch!”* Highly
offended, Ayreslashed out at Phillipswithasmall riding
crop that hewascarrying. William Phillipsthen rode off
ominoudly exclaimingtoAyres, “ You'll pay for that.” 2

Phillipsreturned to hishousewhich waslocated a
mileor so outside of town. Hearmed himself witharifle
and an Allen revolver. He returned to Rectortown on
horseback accompanied by hisoldest son, eighteen-year-
old, Samuel C. Phillips, who was armed with adouble-
barrel ed shotgun.

Thetwo men searched all over town inquiring of
severd peopleasto Ayreswhereabouts. They were about
togive up, whenthePhillips stoppedinfront of Andrew
Cridler’s shoemaker shop. They encountered an
unidentified man standing infront of the shop. They asked
himfor apieceof paper asthey wished toleaveamessage
for RufusAyres. Theman opened thedoor of the shop to
retrieve the requested paper, unaware that Ayres was
ingde. Ayres, who had heard Phillipsoutside, already had
hisColt revolver in hishand and was moving toward the
opendoor. Theunidentified withessimmediately seized
Ayresand pushed him back inside the shop and tried to
restrain him. Hearing the commotioninside, Phillipsand
hisson dismounted and level ed their gunsat thewindow.

Frominsidethe shop, RufusAyres shouted, “ Let
me go, they will shoot me through the window.” 3
William Phillipsallegedly called out toAyres, “ Haveyou
got your pistol now?” If you have, I’ve come to kill
you.” *Ayresreplied that hedid. Theunidentifiedindividua
holding Ayrescaled out toAndrew Cridler to hold Ayres
whilehewent back outsidein an attempt torestrain Phillips.
RufusAyresbrokefree and advanced to thewindow and
fired at the elder Phillips. The shot missed. Ayresthen
moved to the open door and fired asecond shot, missing
Phillipsagain. Smultaneoudy, William Phillipsdischarged
hisrifle. The shot struck Ayresin theleft breast. Ayres
staggered backward, clutching thewound with hisright
hand, exclaiming “ They have got me through the
heart.” > Samud Phillipsthenfired hisshotgun. Theblast

struck Ayres in the hand and the breast. Ayres fell

4

backward, dead. He was just thirty-three-years old.

William and Samuel Phillips were immediately
arrested. They wererefused bal and placedinthe Fauquier
County Jail .6

On Sunday, November 13, 1859, Charles Rufus
Ayres was buried in the * Church-yard of the village,
followed by a large concour se of sympathizing friends
andrelations.” ’ The Reverend CharlesH. Shield of the
Rectortown Episcopal Church “ gave some very
appropriate remarks.” 8

The Rectortown Episcopal Church, South was
demolished by Union soldiersunder General GeorgeB.
McCléelaninthefal of 1862. Itsformer locationisthe
now the Rectortown Cemetery. Rufus Ayresis likely
interred inthis cemetery, although no gravestonefor him
has been found there.

Threeweekslater, William and Samue Phillipswere
arraigned on murder charges. They weretried thefollowing
springin Fauquier County Circuit Court before Judge John
Webb Tyler. The case was prosecuted by Rufus Ayres
friend and executor, William H.F. Payne, Commonwedth's
Attorney for Fauquier County. Both menwereconvicted
of mandaughter and were sentenced to 3 yearsinthe State
Penitentiary in Richmond, Virginiaby an angry Judge
Tyler®

Freedom?

Themurder of RufusAyreswasasensalesstragedy.
At thetime of hisdeath RufusAyres was considered a
weal thy man. He owned more than 500 acres of land that
surrounded thevillage of Rectortown, Virginia.® Hisfarm
included theMilan Mill and adjoined the Rectortown Depot
ontheManassas Gap Railroad.'* Rufuslikely benefited
substantially from the rel ationship with his step-father,
Alfred Rector, who owned astoreand agrain warehouse
in Rectortown. However, Rufus apparently held some
animosity for the Rector family asindicated by abequest
inhiswill:

“ | begueath two hundred and fifty dollars

yearlyto Harriet E. Rector, while shelives

a modest, virtuous and single life away

from the Rector family.” 1213

Continued next page gér—'
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Inalater codicil, he cut Harriet Rector, his step-
Sster, out of hiswill entirely:

“ 1 hereby revoke the above bequest to H.E.
Rector being satisfied from circumstances
| have ascertained that she is in every
respect unworthy of any honorable
consideration.”

Although hewasaUnion man, Rufuswasaso a
daveholder. According to hisestate records he owned at
least 12 twelvedaves.™® Likemany daveholders, Rufus,
whowasunmarried, took full advantageof therdationship
and had at least three children by hisdavesMary Fletcher,
Jane Payne, and Ann Gleaves. However, unlike most
daveholders, he acknowledged them and provided for
themin hislast will and testament.

W&l my ol' missus promised me,
Raise a rukus tonight
When she died she'd set me free,
Raise a rukus tonight

She live so long dat her head got bal’,
Raise a rukus tonight

De Lawd couldn't kill her wid a big green
maul,
Raise a rukus tonight ¢

Inhiswill, RufusAryesfreed al threewomen and
their children and provided “ five hundred dollars, or
some sufficient sum of money for their settlementina
freestate.” ¥ Rufusalso stipulated in hiswill that “ the
two oldest children of Mary, Vianna & Sallie, and the
oldest child of Gleaves and Jane, each after it reaches
the age of ten yearsold, one hundred dollarsannually
apiece, to beapplied inraising and educating them.” 18

Although Jane, Mary, and Annwerenow free, all
threewomen faced animpossiblechoice—leaveVirginia,
or return voluntarily to avery.

A Virginia law, enacted in 1806, required that

manumitted davesand free blackshad to leave the state
unlessthey petitioned theVirginiaGeneral Assembly to
remain. Theact further prescribed that if davestheresfter
emancipated shall remaininthe State morethan twelve

monthsthereafter they shall forfeit theright to freedom
and be sold.*

Additiondly, in 1856, theVirginiaGenerd Assembly
passed An ACT providing for the voluntary
endavement of the free Negroes of the Commonwealth.
Under thisstatute, freefemaleNegroes, who wereat least
18 yearsold, and free male Negroes, who were at | east
21 yearsold could choosetheir own master upon petition
to the local circuit court. The children of free female
Negroes, born before the voluntary endavement of their
mother, weretoremain free.® In her petition filed with
the Fauquier County Circuit Court, on September 5, 1860,
Mary Fletcher describes the choice she made and the
reasonswhy:

“[ She] was born and raised in the County
of Fauquier and that all her kindred and
friends are now living in the county. That
sheismarried and her husband isa slave
who could not accompany her. That shehas
several children, besidesthose provided for
by the will of her late master, all of whom
areyoung and helpless, and that if she goes
away she partsfromall whom she hasever
known and goes, a friendless stranger, to a
new state encumbered by helplesschildren.
Your petitioner declares that she
deliberately prefers slavery in Virginia to
freedom outside of it.” #

Ann Gleaves testified that “ she prefersto
remain a slave in Virginia amongst her
friends and relatives, than to go amongst
stranger s hel plessand encumbered with the
child who is several years too young to
enjoy the bequest of her masters will.” %

JanePaynetedtified that “ shehasnokindred
outside of the said County of Fauquier and
no friends to whom she can go. That her
child, for who temporary provisionismade
by her late master’s will, is several years
under the age at which she can claim the
benefit of this provision. That she is in
delicate health and that to go alone,
Continued next page w*-
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encumbered with a hel pless child, amongst
strangers would subject her to great
hardships, to avoid which, shedeclares, that
she desires to become a dave.”

All threewomeninitially petitioned to becomethe
davesof William H.F. Payne,?* theexecutor of CharlesR.
Ayresestate, and hisfriend. Thecourt appearsnot to have
acted ontheir petitionshowever, presumably becausethat
had not first petitioned the VirginiaGenerd Assembly. On
March 13, 1861, al three women received permission
fromthe VirginiaGenerd Assembly to petitionthe Fauquier
County Circuit Court to select amaster.? All threethen
went back to court on April 1, 1861. Ann M. Rector,
thehaf-sster of CharlesR. Ayres, wasligedintheir petition
astheir new prosepctiveowner. However, whenthey were
examinedindividually by Judge Tyler, dl threeindicated
that they did not wish to be slavesto Ann Rector. Their
origind petitionsto becomethedavesof WilliamH. Payne
wereformally dismissedin September 1861, and nofina
action appearsto have been taken onthe petitionsto name
Ann Rector astheir mistress.

Although the threewomen failed to choose anew
master, they were still reduced to slavery. According to
Virginialaw they had remainedin the statefor morethan
twelve months. However, before their status could be
challenged in court the Civil War began.?’

TheEscape

Thewomen returned to Rectortown and the home
of Alfred Rector. There they were under the charge of
Kitty Rector, Alfred swife, and their daughter Ann Rector.
GrandmaKitty, or Kidda, asRufus mother wasknown,
wasakind and benevolent woman. GrandmaKiddatold
thewomen to remain with her until her death then make
their way to Unionlines. GrandmaKiddadied in August
1862. After her burid, the davesmadetheir escapefrom
Rectortown.?

When de sun goes down an' de quail call,
Follow dedrinkin’ gourd

Denit'stime, chillun, onean' all,

Follow dedrinkin’ gourd.

Keep a movin’ de Cap'n say,

Follow de drinkin gourd.

——

Viana Ayres, age 12,
at the time of her adoption in 1864.

Source: Autobiography. Sketch of the Life and Labors of Miss Catherine
S. Lawrence..., by Catherine S. Lawrence, © 1896.

Ol' Ben gwine a sho' de way,
Follow dedrinkin’ gourd.?®

Thelarge group of davesincluded Mary Fletcher,
Jane Payne, Ann Gleaves, and their children, Viana, Sdlie,
and Fanny (Fletcher) Ayres; Bettie (Payne) Ayres, and,
Selina(Gleaves) Ayres. Thegroup likely included Jane
Payne sother daughters, Ellen and Rachael Payne, along
with several other unknowndaves. They wereall ledby a
slave by the name of Uncle Ben, who had been Rufus
Ayrespersona body servant.

Taking only what possessionsthey could carry and
asmall amount of food, they walked east toward Fairfax
County and Union lines. They took turnscarrying Fanny,
Selena, and the other children who were too young to
walk on their own. The kept off the roadsfor fear that
they would be captured by the Rebs. The party wasalso

Continued next page \g@ﬂ
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Sarah Ann "Sallie'’ Ayres, age 10,
at the time or her adoption in 1864.

Source: Autobiography. Sketch of the Life and Tabors of Miss
Catherine S. Lawrence..., by Catherine S. Lawrence, © 1896.

fearful of viciouswild hogs, whichthenfredy roamedthe
countryside. After walkingal night, an estimated seventeen
miles, they stopped the next morning to rest in athicket.
They ateameager breakfast and lay down ontheground
and dept.

Several hourslater, Uncle Bill wokewith astart.
He had been deeping with hisear pressed to the ground
and thought he had heard the sound of approaching
horsemen. Panic ensued. Belongingsand childrenwere
quickly gathered up and everybody ran headlong through
thewoods. After they had goneacouple of miles, they
dowed whenthey realized they werenot being pursed. It
wasthen discovered that littlethree-year-old Fanny was
not among them. Therewassignificant debate about what
todo. All werestill fearful of being captured and would
not agreeto turn back. Someone suggested that Fanny

had probably already been eaten by hogs by thistime.
Hearing this, Vianaand Salliebegan to cry for their baby
sster. UncleBenwould later say, “ Their criesweremore
than | could bear.” *

Uncle Ben agreed to go back for Fanny. Hetold the
group to keep going, but to break branchesand mark trees
so hewould beableto find them. Benran back to the spot
wherethey had |eft the child. He searched but could not
find her. Hisheart grew heavy thinking about the poor child
being devoured by wild hogs. He called out softly to her,
“ Fanny? Fanny?” hisvoicebarely awhisper, fearful that
either therebelsor the hogswould get him too. Hewas
about to turn and leave when he saw some bushesmoving
alittlewaysoff. Hemoved cautioudy forward not knowing
who, or what, it might be. On drawing nearer he saw the
child, Fanny, rising and crying softly. Uncle Ben gathered
her in hisarmsand asked her why shedid not answer him
when he called. Shereplied, “ Cause, | was afraid the
hogs would hear me!” 3

Benlifted thechild onto hisshouldersand raced back
towardstherest of thedaves. Herecalled:

“Her tiny hands clenched my wooly hair,
she knew how to ride that way, and | didn’t
gallup my best till | overtook therest of the
company, and didn’t | keep an eye on that
little gal all therest of thetime, till | sot her
down inside Union lines at Fairfax?” %

Inthe meantime, therest of thegroup had continued
on. They looked back periodically, straining to seeif Ben
and Fanny werein view. They began to lose hope, and
thought that Ben and Fanny werelogt, captured, or worse,
esten. However, faithful old Ben had been moving steedlily
throughout theday following thesignsleft for him.

Shortly after sundown, Vianaand Salliestart crying
againfor their lost sister. Someonelooked back and saw
what they thought was abeast with two heads coming at
themfast. Vianaand Salliebegantowail, “ Something's
coming to eat usup.” *= Then they recognized that it was
Uncle Ben, with Fanny on his shoulders—the beast with
two heads. Suddenly everyonewasjumping and singing
and praisngtheLordfor their safereturn.

Continued next page wﬂ
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They would spend another night on* rebel groun™ 3
beforearriving a Fort Williams, aUnionarmy fortification
justwest of Alexandria, Virginia. Their route, asthecrow
flys, from Rectortown to Fort Williamswas gpproximeately
forty-two miles, and passed directly through Fairfax Court
House (now Fairfax City). However, their actually route
waslikely considerably longer asthey had to avoid the
roads, Confederate cavalry, and enemy pickets. Whatis
trueisthat after traveling for two days and nightsthey
arrived at Fort WilliamsasUncle Ben would | ater state,
“mostly dead and starved.” *

After thedaveescape, W.H.F. Payne, the executor
of CharlesR. Ayres, fearing more dlaveswould try and

runaway, sold the remaining slaves of the estate for
$8,000.%

“In the fall of 1862, being then in
command of the outpost at Warrenton [1]
succeeded in capturing a few of the slaves
of whose plans to escape [I] had been
informed. | not knowing where to keep
them, and what better to do with them,
sold themand | invested their proceedsin
Confederate bonds.” ¥

CatherineS. Lawrence

Just before Christmas 1862, Viana, Sallie, and
Fanny met Catherine S. Lawrence, aUnionArmy Nurse
from New York who wasworking in the Conval escent
Hospital at the Episcopal Seminary near Alexandria.
Catherine Lawrence, who wasunmarried, wasastaunch
abolitionist. Oneday she happened to see several white
girlsamongst agroup of freed daves. Inher autobiography
Catherine Lawrencedescribed thesmallest child:

“The little girl had flaxen hair and dark
blue eyes, but dark complexion, or terribly
sunburned.” %

Catherine asked her servant woman, “ Helen, see
there, where did that white child come from?” Helen
replied, “Well missus, they come, a company of them,
here a short time ago. The family all died and left the
three children to the care of the slaves and were told
to go into Union lines, and that one isthe youngest of

L
FANNIE VIRGINIA CASSEOPIA LAWRENCE,
A Redeemed SLAVE CHILD, 5 \rP-u-s of nFe Redeemed
in Virginia, by Catharine 8. Lawrence ; Baptized Brooklyn, at

Plymouth Church, by Henry Ward Beccher, May, 1863.
« Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1883, by C. S.

Lewrence, in the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the United
States, for the Southern District of New York.

Source: Library of Congtess, Washington, DC

them.” Catherinewasshockedtolearnthat thegirlswere
actually light-skinned daves. Helen then pleaded with
Catherine, “ ...[she] has no one to seeto her...I'll go
with you to the other two girls, if you will take her.”

Catherineresponded, “ Oh, Helen, not now, | amgoing
away tomorrow, and | have no time now.” *

Thefollowing day Catherinewasvisited by Helen
andtweve-year-old, VianaAyres. With atrembling voice,
Viana said to Catherine, “ This one [ Fanny] you can
have as your own. | have no home for myself, nor for
her. | reckon she'll be better off with you, than with
me. | havea sister [ Sallie] younger than | am. | reckon
| must look after her some.” % Catherine agreed. She
wascertain shecould find ahomefor Fanny withafamily
inNew York. She promised that she would come back

Continued next page A@ﬂ
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tiu-.d ln Brooklyn, nt- Ply-

By Catharine 8 Lawrence. B
mouth Church, ly Henry Ward
Virginia Cmeop a Lawrence, &

2 IEnte‘rgﬁ n.ccm-dmgh

Rﬂéeemed SEA.VE

0 Act of Congreas, in the year 1863 by
C. 8. Lawren e Clerk’s Office of the dish‘lut Court of
the United States, for the Southern District of New York.

Photograph by Renowden, 65 Fulton Av._ ‘Brooklyn.

Fannie V.C. Lawrence and Catherine S. Lawrence, 1863.
Source: Library of Congress, Washington, DC

and do the same for Viana and Sallie, as well.
Fanny is Redeemed

Inthespring of 1863, Catherineand Fanny traveled
to Brooklyn, New York. On the way, Catherine
determined that she would adopt Fanny as her own
daughter and see that she was baptized and properly
educated.

In Brooklyn, Catherine met with the abolitionist
preacher, Henry Ward Beecher. Reverend Beecher was
afamousevangelica abolitionist. Hehad recently helda
mock slave auction and conducted a baptism for a
redeemed slave in his Plymouth Church in Brooklyn.
Reverend Beecher took onelook a Fanny andimmediatdy

9

Exterior of Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, NY where Fannie
Lawrence was baptised, May 10, 1863.
Source: Wood engraving, by C.H. Wells, Harper's Weekly, August 1866.

asked Catherine Lawrenceif he could baptizeherinhis
church.

Several weeks later, on Sunday, May 10, 1863,
Catherineand Fanny werewaiting patiently at theend of a
long lineof parentsinsde Plymouth Church. This Sunday
was the regular day of baptismal of infants. Reverend
Beecher was concluding his baptismal dutiesbefore an
immense crowd. Reverend Beecher, askilled and gifted
preacher, had carefully Saged theday’ seventsfor maximum
dramatic effect. After he baptized thelast child, heturned
to hisaudience and stated that therewasonemorechildto
be chrigtened. A flutter of excited murmuring rippledthrough
the congregation. Beecher steped off the pulpit and walked
over and gathered up Fanny inhisarmsand carried her,
alone, to the center of thealtar. Fanny, her head nestled
against hischest, timidly eyed the crowd. -4 Beecher
addressed hiscongregation,

“This child was born a slave, and is
redeemed from slavery!” 43

Therewasan audible gasp from the astonished, and
equally horrified, parishionerswho assumed thechild to
bewhite. Beecher continued,

“ A benevolent woman, who was nursing
our sick soldiersin the hospital at Fairfax,
found her, sore and tattered and unclean,
and requested the good sister who has
adopted her, to bring her North and take

Continued next page ﬂg
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Reverend Beecher was telling the audience that
because of her near-white complexion, Fanny, and others
like her, werein danger of being abused by their white
masters, or worse, of being sold as Fancy Girls, a19"
century euphemiamfor light skinned dave progtitutes, which
werethen commonin New Orleans. Beecher, hisvoice
rising with emotion, continued,

“The whole force of my manhood revolts
and risesup in enmity against aninstitution
that cruelly exponses such children to be
sold like cattle.”

Beecher wasinterrupted at thispoint by spontaneous
applausefrom the audience. He concluded, repesting:

“ Look upon this child, and take away with
you the impression of her beauty, and
remember to what a shocking fate slavery
would bring her! May God strike for our
armies and the right, that this accursed
thing may be utterly destroyed.” %6

P BN R e

Renewed and sustai ned applause erupted from the
congregeation. Reverend Beecher then baptized her Fanny
\irginia CasseopiaLawrence. Fanny, for her birth name;
Virginia, for where she camefrom; Cassiopeia, for the
mythological Greek Queen of unrivaled beauty; and,
Lawrence, thesir name of her adoptive mother.

Reverend Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887), of Plymouth
Church, Brooklyn, NY Afterwards, the Reverend Beecher requested that

Source: Library of Congtess, Wash., DC. the congregation contributeliberally to help her adoptive

careof her. Shewill betreated asthislady’s
own child, and it is designated to educate
her as a teacher for her race. Look upon
this child. Tell me have you ever seen a
fairer, sweeter face? Thisisa sample of the
daverywhich absorbsintoitself everything
fair and attractive. The loveliness of this
child would only make her so much more
valuable as a chattel; For while your
children are brought up to fear and serve
the Lord, this little one, just as beautiful,

would be made, through slavery, a child of Mz. Beecher selling a beautiful slave girl in his pulpit. Interior
damnation.” % view of Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, NY.
Source: Library of Congress, Wash., DC.
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mother “ defray the expense of educating the child.” 4
Thedonationswere said to be sizable. Onegentleman
later told Catherine Lawrence that he had given one
hundred dollars.*®

After theservice, Catherine Lawrencewaited“ a
suitabletime, but received no returns’ “° from Beecher
or thechurch. Shethen called on Reverend Beecher to
ask him about the donations, but he directed her to the
churchtreasurer. Thetreasurer stalled, telling her, “ that
they had not all paid in their subscription[s|,” which
she was told amounted to about $1,200. Catherine
Lawrencewould later bitterly write, “ | was deaconed
out of it all. Whoever received the benefit of it the
public has aright to judge.” *

After her baptism, Reverend Beecher arranged to
have Fanny photographed. In fact, Fanny posed for
photographsat |east seventeen different times, sometimes
with her adoptive mother, Catherine Lawrence. Thetruth
isReverend Henry Ward Beecher exploited Fanny from
the pulpit, and later with her image, as propagandato
further his abolitionist aims. It worked. Fanny’s
photographsweredistributed widely. Thelittle carte-de-
vista(CDV) photographsof Fanny werewildly popular
intheNorth, making Fanny the most photographed dave
childinhigtory.

Sadly, Catherine S. Lawrence too, used similar
exploitivetacticswith her adoptive daughter. Ostensibly,
thiswasto raisemoney for Fanny’ seducation. Fanny sang
at church gatherings and Sunday schools at which,
donationswere encouraged.®*

“THE SABBATH SCHOOL CONCERT

... At the close of the speaking, alittle girl
named Fanny Lawrence (an adopted
daughter of MissLawrence, of Fulton, who
followed the fortunes of the late war for
more than three years as hospital nurse)
sang a beautiful solo with fine effect. About
four years of ago she, with some forty
other slaves, escaped from bondage by
getting into the Union lines, after traveling
for several daysamid great danger. Sheis

1n

a beautiful child, of light, fair complexion,
blue eyes and flaxen hair, has a fine voice,
and, with proper culture, she will become
amost excellent singer. At the close of the
meeting a collection was taken up to aid
Miss Lawrence in educating the above
named child and two other children
(adopted by MissL.) who wererescued from
slavery. The sum raised was about fifteen
dollars.

In the evening of the same day a Union
Sabbath School meeting was held at the
Baptist Church...Beforethe meeting closed,
Miss Lawrence’s little girl, of whom
mention ismade above, sang another solo,
which greatly pleased the audience. At the
close of the meeting the sum of fifteen
dollars was raised from the sale of
photographs of this little girl. One

John A. Rumsey, (1819-1888) of Seneca Falls, NY.
Ward of Viana Ayres.
Soutce: Grips Historical Souvenir of Seneca Falls, NY, © 1904.
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Rumsey Hall, the home of John A. & Anna Rumsey, Seneca
Falls, NY. Viana Ayres was sent to live here in 1865.
Soutce: Grips Historical Souvenit of Seneca Falls, NY, © 1904.

gentleman gave two dollars for a
photograph, and another gentleman gave
three dollars. We learn that a number of
these photographs (25 cents each) are on
sale at Loomis & Hoose's Sore, in this
village.” %

Shortly afterward, Catherineand Fanny returned to
Washington, D.C. Catherineonceagaintook up her duties
asaNurseinthe Union army hospitals of Washington,
D.C. Inthesummer of 1864, Catherineand Fanny drove
into VirginiatoretrieveVianaand Salie. Both girlswere
right where they had been |eft, near the Conval escent
Hospital on Seminary Hill, Alexandria

A New LifeUp North

Sometime after August 1864, Catherine, Viana,
Sdlie, and Fanny left Virginiafor good. They traveled by
railroad to Sharon Springs, New York. Ontheway, Sdllie
remarked that she had not seen areal Yankeeyet asshe
wastold “ that they all had hornsand looked awful.” %3

Shortly after arriving in Sharon Springs, Vianawas
sent tolivewith JohnA. and Anna(Freeland) Rumsey of
Seneca Falls, New York. John Rumsey, was a
manufacturer of iron pumpsand fireapparatus. He, dong
with his brother, M oses Rumsey, and another partner,
started Rumsey & Company, Ltd. in 1864. According to
their letterhead they were “ Proprietors of the Seneca
Falls Pump and Fire Engine Works.” * By the time
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Vianacameto livewith them, the Rumsey’swerevery
wealthy. They resided in amansion, Rumsey Hall, on
Terrace Row in SenecaFalls.

Vianawas baptized in the SenecaFallsWesleyan
Church where shewas also amember of thechoir.

Inthemeantime, Catherine, Sdllie, and Fanny went
to live with Catherine’s brother, Henry Lawrence, in
Schoharie, New York. InApril 1865, Salliewas sent to
live with Doctor Diocletian Lewis in Lexington,
Massachusetts. In aletter to Catherine Lawrence, Doctor
Dio Lewis, who operated afemaeseminary in Lexington,
promised to adopt Sallieinto hisfamily and educate her.
Unfortunately, hedid neither. According to Catherine
Lawrence, Doctor Lewis* held Sallieasa servant, and
that without pay.” *

About 1866, Catherine Lawrence purchased a
homein Mexico, New York. Shearranged for Vianato
attend the Falley Seminary in nearby Fulton, New York.
At about thistime Catherinereceived aletter from Doctor
Lewisinforming her that Salliewas sick and wanted to
comehomefor thesummer. Catherine brought Sallieback
toMexicoandfor thefirst timein severa yearsall three
sstersweretogether again.

Vianacontinued at Falley Seminary until shetoo,
like her sister, wasabused whileintheir care. Oneof the
teachershad aninsanebrother who could not beleft done.
Thisteacher recruited Vianato carefor her brother while
shewasat school. Theteacher promised to give Viana
her lessonsat night, but apparently thisarrangement was
not honored. CatherineLawrence sent Vianaback tothe
Rumsey’sin SenecaFallsat theend of theterm. Sallie
remainedin Mexico until thefall when sheindicated that
shewantedtogo back totheLewis inLexington. Catherine
obliged. Whenthey arrived in Lexington, unannounced,
Doctor Lewis, whoclearly dready knew how grave Sdli€'s
condition was, said, “ You must...take her back sheis
consumptive and we can't have her die here.” % This
statement both enraged and saddened Catherine.
Catherinetook Sally to another Doctor in Boston, but her
casewasruled hopeless. Inexplicably, Salliewent back
totheLewis . Thefollowingfal Vianawassummonedto

Continued next page w
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the Lewis as Sallie was dying. Thetwo sisters were
together when Sallie died on October 21, 1867. The
location of her graveisunknown.

After Sallie'sdeath, Doctor Lewishad thegall to
writeto Catherine and offer to adopt Viana. Hemade
the same promises to adopt and educate her ashe did
with Sallie. TheRumsey’s, withwhom Vianahad been
living, however, thought thiswasViana sbest opportunity
for agoodlife. Reluctantly, Catherine agreed but swore
to keep an eye out for any selfish motives by Doctor
Lewis. Shortly afterward, Vianawasfoundto belivingin
Auburn, New York caring for Doctor Lewis mother, a
virtua dave. WhileDoctor Lewisnever formaly adopted
Viana, her name was changed to Mary Ayres Lewis.®’
Viana(akaMary) likely divided her time between the
homeof Doctor Lewis mother, DelectaBarbour Lewis,
who lived at 43 Perrine Street in Auburn, and thehome
of Doctor Lewis' brother, LoranL. Lewis, wholived at
48 Franklin Street in Auburn.® |In fact, the 1871-72
directory for thecity of Auburnlistsa® Mary J. Lewis,
domestic” at 48 Franklin Street.*

In January 1871, Catherine received word that
Vianawassick at Auburn, New York. She had abad
cough and cold. However, she succumbed quickly to
what waslikely another case of consumption. Vianadied
in September 1871. Thekindly JohnA. Rumsey, senta
carriagefor Catherineand Fanny to attend Viana sfunera
which was conducted by the Good Templars, a
temperance organi zation, of whichVianawasamember.

Surprisingly, at thetime of her death Vianahad
acquired asignificant personal estate. Accordingtothe
U.S. Censusof 1870 her personal property wasvalued
at $2,000. Vianaallegedly left awill, which was probated
by JohnA. Rumsey, her executor. Sheleft al her worldly
goodsto her Sgter, Fanny.® Thelocation of Viana'sgrave
isunknown.

After Viana sdegath, Catherineand Fanny returned
home brokenhearted. Fanny attended school and grew
into awoman. Unfortunately for Fanny, her lifetoo, did
not endwell.

“The little one that | adopted and
educated, married one whom | opposed,

knowing his reckless life rendered him
wholly unfit for one like her. When sick and
among strangers, he deserted her and an
infant daughter and eloped with a woman,
who left her husband and two small children.

My three Southern children are all laid
away, for which | thank my heavenly
Father.” ¢

No reasonable person would ever arguretheevil of
davery, but at least inthe South adavewascalled adave.

Epilogue
Fanny AyresL awrence
(akaFanny VirginiaCasseopial avrence)

Inthe courseof researching thisarticlel cameacross
aninteresting clueasto what may have happenedto Fanny.
Theedtateof CharlesR. Ayres, was contested severd times
beforefinally being settled in 1895. William H.F. Payne,
theorigina executor, tried to sort out theheirs, to determine
wherethey were, and if they weredtill dive. Thefollowing
letter from R.A. Rector to W.H.F. Payne, writtenin May
1889, providestheclue:

“Fanny may be the Albany woman but
though shewasthefairest personthat | ever
saw with negro blood | think it hardly
possiblethat she could be a blonde, be that
as it may, she has no interest in the estate
and | have no idea that he ever had a child
except the four mentioned in his will and
the one born of Mary on his farm after his
death. Though Viana wrote one of her
friends that it had been said that she and
Fannie were not whole sisters she seemed
quiteindignant and asked her to contradict
it, which she, of course, could not do, but
they remained under the impression that
they all had one father.” 52

Mary Fletcher

Although Catherine Lawrencewastold the* family
all died,” she, and Fanny herself, would later state in
depositionsthat Mary Fletcher died in Rectortown Virginia
beforethe davesescaped. However, thereisevidenceto

13 Continued next page w‘
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suggest that Mary FHetcher perhapsdid not die, when,and
wherethey indicated.

First, thereisaMary Fletcher who died in April
1866 at the Freedmen’sVillagein Arlington, VA on April
29, 1866 and was buried there. Thisis now Arlington
National Cemetery. Sheisburiedin grave#4168.%

Thereisalso aFreedman’s Bureau work contract
betweenanL.A. Scanland, of Fauquier County andaMary
Fletcher, of Alexandria, whereby Mary Fletcher agreesto
work for L.A. Scanland asahouse servant, inher Fauquier
County home, for oneyear, at $4.00 amonth, beginning
January 17,1867.%

Findly, thereisalsoaMary Fletcher, bornin 1845,
who islisted on theintake registers of the Freedman’s
Village, with two children John, age 3, and Mary, born
December 1867. In the remarks section is recorded
“Homdlessand Degtitute.” ® A surviving letter toHoratio
N. Howard, Acting Ass stant Surgeon, and Superintendent
of the Freedman’sVillage statesthefollowing:

“March 11, 1868
H.N. Howard, AA.S U.SA
Supt. Of Freedman’s Home, Va.

Doctor,

WII you please admit Mary Fletcher and
her two children to thehome at Freedman’s
Village. She states that she is without a
home and on account of her having two
you children it isimpossible for her to get
a service place. | have no means for her
accommodation.

| am, Sir

\ery Respectfully,
Your obt. servt.,
SC. Lee

Bwvt. Lt Col., U.SA.
b/ Asst., Comr.” %

Mary Hetcher wasknown to have had children other
than Viana, Sallie, and Fanny.

Children of Mary FHetcher and CharlesRufusAyres
andanunknowndave:

14

VianaFletcher Ayresb. 1850; d. c. 1871.

0 VianaA.Fletcher?m. Liston
Sarah Ann Sally Fletcher Ayres b. c. 1852; d.
October 21, 1867, Lexington, MA.%

Fanny Ayresh. 1859; d. unknown
John Fletcher b. 1865; d. unknown
Mary Flether b. December 1867; d. unknown

JanePayne

There is a Freedman’s Bureau work contract
between aCharlesGreen, of PrinceWilliam County anda
Jane Payne and her daughters Ellen and Rachel. Inthe
contract. Jane Payne agreed to work for Charles Green,
aongwith her daughters, asservantsin hisPrinceWilliam
County homefor oneyear, at $8.00 amonth, beginning
February 8, 1866. The contract further specified that Green
would provide* all the necessary clothing for the child
Rachel.” %

Jane Payne apparently returned to Fauquier County
after thewar.

A surviving letter to Lt. W.W. McNulty, Asst.
Supt.gtatesthefollowing:

“Bureau of RF.& A.L.

Office of the Asst. Supt.

Sub. Dist. Of Fauquier, Va.
Warrenton, Va., May 11, 1866

Bvt. Brig. Genl. O. Borwn
Asst. Coms &c.
Richmond, Va.

General

| have the honor to report that there is a
colored woman living by the name of Jane
Paynewith three small children. She states
that her husband, Sydney Payne (cold.), by
who she had said children, isnow and has
been in Richmond, Va. since the surrender
of Lee and has never during that time
furnished her with anything toward the
support of herself & children. Thiswoman
isnow in a very delicate state of health.

Continued next page ﬂéﬂ
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She says that Payne left her without any
just cause and that if he (Payne) will not
livewith her shewantshimto assist her in
supporting hischildren. She statesthat she
learned that Payne is now living with a
woman (cold.) by the name of Martha
Page. She says that they live above the
old wharf near the“ old market” & about
100 yards from a soap factory.

| am satisfied from thiswoman’s statement
that thisman Payne hastreated her badly.
Heshould, in my opinion, bemadeto assist
her in the support of hischildren.

He also has parents here who are
supported at government expense. Their
namesare George & Rachael Payne. They
are 100 years old each and would like to
seetheir only son Sydney.

| respectfully request that steps be taken
to ascertain if this man Payne is still in
Richmond & is so that he be required to
assist his wife Janes in support of his
children.

| am, Sr

\ery Respectfully

Your Obt. Serwvt.

W. Augs. MacNulty

2" Ljeut. VR.C & Asst. Supt.
Freedmen's&c.”

The Freedmen’sBureau provided Jane Paynewith

transportation to Warrenton, Virginiain July 1866.7

Jane Payne wasthe daughter of Betty Payneand

Henry Payne. Shemarried aSydney Payne. Theknown
children of Jane Paynewere:

NellieB. Payne (akaMary Elizabeth Payne; aka
Bettie Payne) b. December 1859; d. 1932; m.
CharlesFrederick Slocum (1855-1923) both bur.
Maoshassuck Cem. Centra Falls, R.1.; Néliewas
“carriedto Fort Williams, near Alex., Va Thenext
year Mrs. LucretiaFrancis[LucretiaA. Francis,
wife of John C. Francis] of Providence, RI

offered to adopt and educate themwhich shedid;
res. Pawtucket, Rl in 1887.

o Stillborn Daughter (1880-1880)

0 Herbert Frances Slocum (1881-1881)
Harold Slocum (1882-1882)

0 Ambrosio Slocum (1884-1885)

0 Carlford Slocum (1890-1891)
Ellen Payneb. 1857; d. unknown; wasarrestedin
1867 for stealing clothes in Fauquier Co. and
confinedin Fauquier Co. Jail.
Rachael Payneb. unknown; d. unknown

Ann Gleaves
AnnGleaves(May 1845-7772) m. WilliamH. Gillison

(Aug. 1835-77??) res. Bloomfield, Loudoun Co., VA in
1870; Census of 1900 res. Loudoun Co., VA also states
they had been married for 35 years (1865) and had nine
children, fiveof whomareliving. In 1910, Ann Gillisonwas
living inthe home of AmeliaWilkins, her daughter. Ann
Gillison, was then 65 years old. She was awidow and
employed asalaundress. In1920, AnneGillison, “ Mother-
in-law,” waslivinginthe household of John Wilkinswho
wasmarried toArmintaWilkinsage 32.

SelinaA[nn?] GleavesAyresb. Aug. 1859; m/1

Robert Neville, Carriage Driver;"* m/2 Moses J.

Peters (1855-7?7?) Dec. 27, 1879, Loudoun Co.,

VA; res. of Montclair, NJin 1887 and 1900. Inthe

Censusof 1910, they owned their own homeand

had 5 children three of whomwereliving. In 1920

MosesPeters, age 67 (1853), “widowed,” isliving

inLoudoun Co., VA.

0 BessieP Petersb. VA, Jan. 1881
o0 Wilton M. Petershb. Jan. 25, 1888,

Montclair, Essex Co., NJ.
Infant Peters, age“ 0", d. Sept. 26, 1890,
Montclair, Essex Co., NJ.
Eugene Peters b. Oct. 14, 1892; draft
registration card statesres. 28 OrangeRd.,
Montclair, NJ. This same address as
brother Otis Peters; employed as a
Mechanic for Herman Albers, 565
Bloomfield Way, Montclair, NJ; haswife
and 4 yr. old child.

15
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o OtisLawrencePetersb. May 31, 1899;
m. GeorgiaH. in 1928; enl.
U.S. Naval Reserve, August 5, 1918 as
1st Class Mess Attendant; draft
registration card states res. 28 Orange
Rd., Montclair, NJ, “father (Moses J.
Peters, P.O. Box 47, Middleburg,
Loudoun, Va,;” res. Montclair, Essex Co.,
NJin 1930, occ. Chauffeur, veteran of
WWI. GeorgiaPeters, wid OtisL . Peters
res. Montclair, NJ in 1937; Georgia
Peters, wid of Otis L. Peters, res.
Monclair, NJ, m. to David Edwards.

AnnGleavesandWilliam H. Gillisonissue:
- William Gillison (1865-777?)

- JennieGillison (1867-777?)

- Edward Gillison (1870-777?)

- IsabellaGillison (1871-7??7?) m. Samuel

McQuay, 1887 in Wash., DC.

- FannieGillison (1873-777?)
- John Gillison (1875-777?)
- Annette Gillison (Feb. 1886-7777?)

- AmédiaGillison (1887-7???) m. John William
Wilkinsb. Aug. 22, 1886, Linden, VA; draft reg. card of
June 1917 indicateshewasaButler employed by Mrs. S.
Lennon, Unison, VA and had awifeand four children.

o Lovel PolesWilkins(1903-777?)

0 JohnWestwood Wilkins (1906-1965) m.
Sadie Grant (1915-1997) USN WWIl;
diedinacar accident, Rt. 50, Middleburg,
VA; bur. Arl. Cem.
Chub PolesWilkins (1908-777?)
RebeccaWilkins (1908-777?)
Marian Wilkins (1911-?77??
Paul Wilkins(1915-777?)

CatherineS. Lawrence

O O O O

Catherine Lawrencewasbornin January 1819 in
Schoharie, New York. Shewasthe daughter, and youngest
child, of Stephen Lawrenceand MariaMann of Schoharie
County, New York.”? Stephen Lawrence, who was the
Sheriff of Schoharie County, New York from 1805-1810,
diedin 1832, when Catherinewasjust twelveyearsold.”

Shevolunteered asanursefor the Unionarmy in
1861. Shewas sent to Washington, DC and fromthereto
the Conva escent Hospital on Seminary Hill, Alexandria,
Virginia. Itwashere, inlate 1863 that shefirst encountered
Viana, Sdllie, and Fanny Ayres.

In 1873, Catherine Lawrencelost her homefor non-
payment of adebt.

“ Catherine Lawrence'splaceinthevillage
of Mexico, was sold at sheriff’s sale this
morning by Sheriff Lyman, on a small
execution, and was bought by SR. Soooner
(or the amount of the execution, about
$90.” 74

In 1875, Catherine, now destitute, applied for and
received apension for her serviceasaNurse during the
Civil War. Shedsorelied onthecharity of friends.

Catherine S. Lawrence published her
autobiography titled Autobiography. Sketch of the Life
and Labors of Miss Catherine S. Lawrence, who In
Early Life Distinguished Herself asa Bitter Opponent
of Savery and Intemperance in 1893. Theprimary focus
of the book is her life as a Union army nurse and the
adoption of Viana, Sdlie, and Fanny.

In 1900, Catherine S. Lawrence “ writer” was
boardinginthehomeof JamesR. Main, Ballston, Saratoga
County, New York.”™

ShediedinAlbany, New Yorkin 1904 andisinterred
inthe Old Stone Fort Cemetery, Schoharie, NY.

The Catherine S. Lawrence Tent 107 of the
Capital District Daughters of the UnionVeterans of
the Civil War, in Albany County, New York isnamed in
her honor.

Stephen Lawrence (1773-1832) and MariaMann
(1775-1883). Children of Stephen and MariaL awrence:

- Matthew Lawrence, infant son; Old Stone Fort
Cem. Schoharie, NY.

- MariaLawrenceb. 1794

- Henry Lawrence (1798-1886); m. Catherine
Rinehart (1799-1844); bur. Old Stone Fort Cem.
Schoharie, NY.
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- Elisabeth Lawrence (1802-1829); bur. Old Stone
Fort Cem. Schoharie, NY.

- Margareth Lawrence (1804-1870); bur. Old Stone
Fort Cem. Schoharie, NY.

- Annatchen Lawrenceb. 1803

- Stephen Lawrence (1806-1807); bur. Old Stone
Fort Cem. Schoharie, NY.

- Catherine S. Lawrenceb. 1820
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able to recognize this constellation and by travelling at night could follow it
North to freedom.
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Fairfax Court House News
of 150 Years Ago

ESOAPR OF A FRIEND FROM MOSEBY.

Fairrax Covrr House, VIRGINIA, }
January 2, 1865.

My dear Slster—Ere this time you will have
Icarned that I was captured by Mosoby’s men
on the 27th of December, tho ninth day of our
rald. One more day would have found me
back in camp with my regiment, 4th Now
York Cavalry ; but fato sald the word, ** the
ATOW & * " 1 was taken lé{‘snrpwisag{
¢ guerills., named Captaln pman.
came up to me a3 onc of our own officers
would, dressed allke. There was a thick
heavy fog in the mountain pass. Had 1
known that he was a gnerilla Il would have
llhorhlm mo?: over i:but.hl ‘;gdldl‘?e?:n‘ed'
eading my horse by the o my
homgoln stripped and the road belng s ,
which cmfed me to take him along on the

' A short way up the mouuntain there
were six more of the samo gang. They took
me into tho woods, stripped and robbed me of
everything, even mg coffee and sugar, and
notes hllr copled from official record for

blication in the ImisSH-AumxmioaN., When

e column had moved on they took me
away in company with another soldier from
the {n Rhedo ISmd Cavalry. He was taken
urider similar circnmstances, and in biscom-

y 1 to make my escape. It
m lato when we were captured, we wore
mamﬁ:ed about five or six mfiles, when we
;m-o halted at another bmhghaeﬁ}ar’a hou.'.??2

oxt moming wo started per,
miles, and regchod there before ﬁﬁ: e
citizens begged of the gnardto hang us as we
passed. They re to let us stop in Cul-

pper for the night, and started for Orange
aurthom. 21 miles farther. Ata point be-
tween Culpepper and Courthouse, we
made our escape in tho t, and'marching all
nighs, struck the Ra ock about noon
next day. Theriver overflown its banks
at the time ; but, notwithstanding, we effected
a ng, and in less than one hour we reach-
ed the other side in perfect safety. Before
starting we formed our plans 80 as to strike
tulale Pomms? ih byt naocamyeca:;%d us toealttg:

at part o e gramm strik
Orange and Ale!::udﬂs raliroads, until we
reachsd our gcketl at Fairfax Station on the
last nf hto‘ ¢ old geu' Our legs and foet
were lgonb tten, and our old, worn-out boots
were torh from our feet by the thick net-
work of underbrush, which the snow com.

letely covered from view. On our arrival,
?he olicert treated us with much kindness
and hospitality. We are now, thank God, un-
der the protecting folds of the starry banner,
and though yet unabletc move, we hope to

be all right acon. .
The weather was cxtremely cold, and being
stripped of our best clothes, we suffcred much.

Our determination was to escape, or die in
the attempt. 'rgmmg in God, who did ot
forsake us, [ and my comrade in battle and !
suffering are friends for life.

Your fond brother

OHARLES MAGUIRE,
CO- E’ 4th N' Yu Cﬁmﬂo
Irish American Weekly, January 14, 1865. p. 2, c. 7.
e - 4 - E—

THE PRESIDENTIAL BALL.

A Treain Fired on by Guerillas.

Jlashinglton, 17th. The large room in the nort
wing of the I’atent Odice i3 to bo used for the Presi-
dential inauguration ball,

The train Bound to Faiciax was fired into by a par-
tv_of guerillus between Springtickl and Accotink
bridge. The conrductor was intormed by tho captain
commanding at Springfield that there were guerillas
in the vicinity, so he was on his guard, When first
scen, the gucrhlas were piling thmbor on the track.
‘The engineer at once reversed the engine amd savel
the train. Some shot struck the smoke stack, No
othier damage was sustained.

Boston Evening Transcript, January 17, 1865, p. 3, c. 3.

e {4 E——————

Iaformstion was receivad hers of a rsil
froxn Fairfax Oourt H:ouse, conaisting of soms
eixty cr zeveaty Yankaes, ints Prinas Wil-
liam county on Batcrday rizht lsat. Wm.
Smith, Thomas Lynn, James Lynn, Wm. Da-
vie,and one-or two other citizass, together
with ecme eight or ten acldiers a8 hema on
forlough, were capturad by them and carried
off. Ths rsidersreturnod on Sanday,

Raid3in this sestion ars csnatantly expaat-
ed, and the. satacrities. ary oa the gui puve

Richmond Enguirer, February 23, 1865, p. 3, . 3.

e — 4 E———

TAXES —1n consequedcs of the unsettled
condition of Fairfax and the adjoining coun-
ties In Yirginia, and the absence ¢f moat of the

toyal citizens ip the Northern States, the sale
of property tor the non-payment of ta®es, has
been postponed nntil next (&l

Evening Star, March 7, 1865, p. 2, c. 5.
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Volunteers and docents are sought for the city’s
historic buildings: Ratcliffe-Allison House,
Historic Blenheim and the Civil War Interpretive
Center and Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center.
Additionally, volunteers may be interested in
assisting with walking tours and specia events. For
information e-mail or call 703-385-8415.

The city has published a free self-guided walking
tour brochure that provides a brief history of the
city and noteworthy buildings in the Old Town
Fairfax Historic District. This brochure is available
from the Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center, 10209
Main Street, or call 703-385-8414.

Select historic buildings are open during city special
events, including the Chocolate Lovers Festival,
Civil War Weekend, Independence Day Celebration,
Fall Festival and Festival of Lights and Carols. To
arrange group toursof city-owned historic buildings
email or call 703-385-8414.

The Historic District was listed in the National
Register of Historic Places in 1987. It includes a
variety of building and monument types and styles,
including:

Fairfax Courthouse (1800)
Ratcliffe-Allison House (1812)
Joshua Gunnell House (¢.1830)
William Gunnell House (c.1835)
Ford House (c.1835)

Fairfax Elementary School (1873)*
Old Fairfax Jail (1885)

Old Town Hall (1900)

Marr Monument (1904)

*Fairfax Elementary School was converted into
the Fairfax Museum & Visitor Center in 1992.

Location of
Union Field Hospital
Discovered in the City of Fairfax

“1 rgjoined the division on the 1% of September,
near Fairfax Court-house, on the Aldie road, where it
was engaged with the enemy. | established a field
hospital under a large willow tree near a spring of
water, at thejunction of the Little River and Warrenton
turnpikes, and directed the wounded to be brought to
thisplace. | was soon, however, obliged to remove my
hospital to a church building near Fairfax Court-house,
owing to the precipitate retreat of the army. During
thenight, | was engaged in dressing the wounded. The
men were mostly wounded in the upper extremity and
head, and cameto the hospital on foot. They were sent
on foot to the rear, after their wounds were dressed.” *

The author of the above report isUnion Surgeon
Nathan RichardsM osdly, Medicd Director, 2nd Division,
First Corps, U.S.A. Hisdescriptionisof afield hospital
heestablished following the Battleof Chantilly. Thelocation
hedescribesiss.e. of theintersection of Main Street (Rt.
236) and Fairfax Boulevard (Rt. 29), intheCity of Fairfax,
known locally as Kamp Washington. The "spring" he
refersto still existsand are the headwaters of Accotink
Creek which originates and flows s.e. through the
Westmore subdivision near Main Street. The " church”
hereferstoislikely Truro Episcopa Church, located on
Main Street in Fairfax.

1Barnes, Joseph K., The Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion, © 1870,
Extract of Report of Surgeon N.R. (Nathaniel Richards) Mosely, Medical Director, 2nd

Division, First Corps, U.S.A., p. 124, U.S. Govt. Printing Office, Wash., D.C.

R - 4 E——————

In the Next Issue...

Going Home From Appomattox. Will retell the
story of thesurrender at A ppomattox and thelong journey
homefor Lieutenant ThomasJ. Murray, of Fairfax Court
House, in hisownwords.

Mottrom Dulany Ball: of Fairfax County, Fairfax
Court House, and Alexandria, Virginia, wasamusician,
poet, teacher, lawyer, soldier, and A Founding Father
of Alaska.
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