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theresult of an accident, just one month before hewas scheduled to
return home. In 1921, the names of four men from Fairfax County
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From the Desk of the President-

Winter 2018

Itishard for meto believethat George Mason
University had itsbeginningsin Fairfax 60 yearsago! In
oneway 1958 seemsalongtimeago, and yet |
remember pretty well thesmall cluster of low lying
buildingsthat appeared at theend of University Drive.
Which camefirst—thebuildingsor University Drive?|
do not remember that, but | know that what had begun
asan extension of the University of Virginiamovedto
Fairfax after the Town of Fairfax purchased and
donated 150 acresfor the college’'snew site. | wishl
knew more about the history of the school that has
becomethelargest public research university inVirginia.

Weall have an opportunity to learn much more
about the beginningsand history of GMU at HFCI's
Annua Mesting, whichwill beheld May 2, 2018 at
7:30pmat Old Town Hall (Upstairs). Wewill be
enlightened by threefantastic speakers. Dr. Angel
Cabrera, the President of the University; David Meyer,
Mayor of the City of Fairfax; and Robert Vay the GMU
Digital Collectionsand ExhibitionsArchivigt.

Pleasejoinmeat thisyear’sAnnua Mestingto
learn abit about what Historic Fairfax City Inc. has
been up to over the past year and to hear afascinating
presentati on about the history of George Mason
University. | look forwardto seeing youthere.

JohnA. C.Keith

______—...’.*'—.—‘. e

Visit us on the web:

HFCI Webste

http:/Amww.higtoricfarfax.org

At the Fairfax Museum
and Historic Blenheim...

Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center

TheFairfax Sory - Hamill Gallery. Permanent Fairfax
history exhibition.

Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center “ Second
Sunday” Programs

Programs are held at 2 p.m. on the second Sunday of
each month. Unless otherwise noted, programsare held
at the Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center, 10209 Main
Street. Free (unless noted). Check back to find out about
additional programs planned throughout the year.
Information: 703-385-8414.

Sunday, March 11, 2p.m.-CITY HALL 10455
Armstrong Street

“Women Back to the Future—Nevertheless She
Persisted!”

A historical performance by Kate Campbell Stevenson
portraying Bessie Coleman, African American aviator;
LouiseArner Boyd, Artic explorer, and Rachel Carson,
scientist and conservationist. Stevensonwill concludethe
performance by highlighting contemporary women
rolemode sin Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math
(STEM). Free. All ages are welcome. This special
Women'’s History Month Program is sponsored by the
Commission for Women and Fairfax Museumand Visitor
Center.

Sunday, April 8, 2p.m.
Program is not confirmed. Call 703-385-8414 after
February 14 for an update.

Sunday, May 6, 2p.m.
TheGeneral intheGarden: GeorgeWashington’'s
L andscapeat M ount Vernon

Adam Erby, Assistant Curator at Mount Vernon, will
explore Washington'sinfluence over thegardensat Mount
Vernon and the preservation of the landscapes by the
Mount Vernon LadiesAssociation. Book signingand sae

5 will follow thetak.
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Sunday, June 10, 2 p.m.
“The Yanks are Coming (Eventually): Hearing
America Change, 1914-1919”

Historical performer and music historian Michael Lasser
will discuss songsfrom World War 1 and how theera's
popular music traced the changesin American attitudes
toward thewar.

Civil War Interpretive Center at Historic Blenheim

PERMANENT EXHIBITION

“Blenheim’s Civil War Soldier Signatures: A Diary
onWalls’ . Exploresthelocd Fairfax Court Househistory
and the experiences of soldierswhowroteon thewallsof
theWillcoxon home (Historic Blenheim.) Thereplicaattic
isalife-sized replicaof the house attic that showsthe
clearest graffiti inthehouse.

Historic Blenheim Civil War Interpretive Center Program
SeriesProgramsarefreeand held at 2 p.m. on Saturdays
(unless otherwise noted) at the Civil War Interpretive
Center at Historic Blenheim, 3610 Old Lee Highway.
Information: 703-591-0560.

Saturday, January 27, 2 p.m.
“Binding Wounds, Pushing Boundaries. African-
Americansin Civil War Medicine.”

JlIl Newmark, Exhibition Specidist of theNationd Library
of Medicine (NLM), National Institutes of Health, will
discussthe contributions of African-American medical
personnd during the Civil War.

Saturday, February 24, 2 p.m.
“Music in the Life of President Lincoln”

“MusicintheLifeof President Lincoln” isa40-minute
video recording of amusic program documenting Lincoln's
musicd preferencesand experiences. Thefilmisinterwoven
with narration by WETA'sRobert Aubry Davis. Davisand
Lincoln author Elizabeth Brownstein will discuss the
program research and answer questions from the
audience. Limited to 80 people.

3

Saturday, March 24, 2 p.m.
“Patrick & Me: A Family Saga of The
Underground Railroad.”

Anthony Cohen, of the Menare Foundation and Button
Hill Farm In Germantown, MD, will relate histales of
discovery and self-discovery fromhistwore-crested travels
ontheUnderground Railroad. Family researchled himto
Patrick, an ancestor who escaped from slavery on the
Underground Railroad. Hisfilm, “Patrick and M€’ will be
released nationwidein 2019.

Saturday, April 8, 10am.-5p.m.* NEW EVENT *

Fairfax History Day-moreinformation to follow soon.

Saturday, May 19, 2 p.m.
“ Graffiti Symposium”

Speakersand topicsinclude: Kim O’ Connell, the history
of Civil War Graffiti; Conservator ChrisMills, thetechnica
side of graffiti conservation, and Conservator Kirsten
Moffitt, graffiti investigation and conservation at Historic
Blenheim. Sponsored by “ TheNorthern VirginiaCivil War
Graffiti Trail.” Call 703-591-6728 for fee/registration

e 4 B ——

Saturday, June 23, 2 p.m.

“Midnight in America: Darkness, Sleep, and
DreamsduringtheCivil War.”

Christopher Newport University Professor Jonathan
W, White, PhD, will discusshow the horrorsandrigors
of war for both Union and Confederate soldiers
penetrated their lives at night through sleeplessness
and dreams.

Exhibition at Ratcliffe-Allison-Pozer House

Location: 10386 Main Street, Fairfax, VA 22030
Open Saturdaysfrom 11am-2pm May-October for free
tours; or call 703.385.8414 for tour appointment.

“Dr. Kate Waller Barrett: Mother to Many” -
Exhibitionexaminesthelifeof thisprominent socid reformer
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of the Progressive Era, who saved the early 19th-century
Ratcliffe-Allison-Pozer Housefrom demolitionin 1923.

Volunteer sand Docentsare sought for thecity’shistoric
buildings Ratdiffe-Allison-Pozer House, Historic Blenhem
andthe Civil War Interpretive Center and Fairfax Museum
and Visitor Center. Additionally, volunteers may be
interested inassiging withwalking toursand specid events.
For information email Susan.Gray @fairfaxva.gov, or call
703-385-8415.

Sdlect historic buildingsare open during city specia
events, including the Chocolate LoversFestiva, Civil
War Weekend, Independence Day Celebration, Fall
Festival and Festival of Lightsand Carols. To arrange
group toursof city-owned historic buildingsemail
Susan.Gray @fairfaxva.gov or call 703-385-8414.

Thecity has published afree self-guided walking tour
brochure that provides a brief history of the city and
noteworthy buildingsinthe Old Town Fairfax Historic
District. This brochure is available from the Fairfax
Museum and Visitor Center, 10209 Main Street, or call
703-385-8414.

et 4 - E————

Endnotes (continued from page 33)
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were inscribed on a bronze memorial plague at Pohick
Church, Alexandria, VA.! The plague was dedicated by
President Warren G. Harding.

IN 1926, the Fairfax County chapter of the Daughters
of theAmerican Revolution erected agranitememorial on
thelawn of the Fairfax County Courthouseto thirty men
from Fairfax who perished during thewar.

The marker was dedicated on June 26, 1926. The
program was opened by Rev. William P. Marshall of Zion
Episcopa Church and the Holy Comforter Church.
Addresses were made by Frank Williams and Alfred
Mickel son representing theAmerican L egion. State Senator
John W. Rust and Congressman R. Walton Moore also
spoke. Music was provided by the U.S. Army Band from
Fort Myer, VA 2

The courthouse marker doesnot includethe name of
John E. Reed, of McL ean, Fairfax County who wasanative
of Baltimore, MD. The namesof the men onthe courthouse
marker are, regrettably, segregated by race.

Unfortunately, the service records of nearly all of
thosewho served in both World War | and |1 were destroyed
by firein 1973. What follows arethe stories of each man
from Fairfax based on other available sources.

ThomasL emue Brady, Sgt., Company B, 65" Engineers,
Heavy Tank Section (i.e. Co. B, 301st Tank Corps.) Seria
No. 1803370.

Tom was born June 6, 1890, Wellington, Prince
William Co., VA,. Hewasthe son of Edward Thomas Brady
and Ann Alice C. Mayhugh. In 1910, Thomas resided at
Dranesville, Fairfax Co., VA, whereheworked asalaborer
inasaw mill.

Thomas registered with the Fairfax County Draft
Board onJuneb5, 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated he
was acarpenter employed by Matthew Dickiein Fairfax
Co. Heresided at Great Falls, VA. Hefurther stated that
hewas single and caucasian. Hisphysical descriptionwas
recorded as tall and of slender build with grey eyes and
brown hair.

Thomas Brady was inducted into the army on
September 18, 1917 and was sent to Camp Lee, VA.

In February 1918, the War Department activated the
65" Engineers at Camp Meade, MD and authorized the
formation of aTank Serviceinthe United StatesArmy. A
call went out for “high quality” volunteers who were of
“daring and adventurous spirit...unafraid in any
dilemma...cool calculating and willing to take the long
chance.”*

Theorigind tank battalionswereformed from the 65"
Engineers, Heavy Tank and Light Tank Sections. In April
1918 these units became numbered battalions and were
separated from the Engineers. The Tank Servicewas also
re-designated the Tank Corps at the sametime. A total of
eight heavy battalions (the 301% to 308") and 21 light

MJ

-g-’

TREATIE
RQUGH

Jonu THE

TANKS

United States Tank Corps.

OPEN TO FIGHTING MEN - A, ckasses

ALE TOo 25
See Recruiting Officer at CITY HALL

World War One Recruitment poster, c. 1917
Source: Library of Congtess, Wash., D.C.

5 Continued on Page 11 f{w
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A Training Tank, c. 1917. The United States Tank Corps had no
actual tanks to train with at Camp Meade. So they improvised.
Soutce: Great War Postcards http://gteatwarpostcards.blogspot.com/
2012/06/rustic-baby-tank. html#comment-form

battalions (the 326" to 346™) wereraised, but only the 301,
331¢, 344" and 345" saw combat.®

ThomasBrady initially trained at Camp Meade, MD
under the direction of a young Captain Dwight D.
Eisenhower. The training was primarily physical asthe
United Stateshad no actual tanks. On March 28, 1918, the
65" Engineersdeparted New York Harbor, NY for Brest,
France onboard theluxury steamship RM.S Olympic, sster
ship of theRM.S Titanic, with 5,811 officers, enlisted men
and civilians.® The Olympic had been seized by the British
Admiralty in 1915 and designated H.M.T. (Hired Military
Transport) Olympic. Theship wasused asatroop transport
for theremainder of thewar. After stopping at Brest, the
Olympic sailed to Southampton, England. The 65"
Engineersdisembarked for Wareham, England wherethey
received extensive basic training by the BritishArmy.

InJune 1918, the 65" Engineers, Heavy Tank Section
werere-designated the 301% Tank Corps. In May, themen
were moved to Bovington Camp, near Wool, Dorset,
England to receive advanced training on the twenty-six
foot British Mark V tank. A young soldier recalled the
thrilling experience:

“...of pulling amonster out of adeep trench,
nose pointing to the sky with the engine's
deafening roar, theacrid, never-to-be-forgotten
smédll of exploded gas, scorching oil and grease,

and hot steel, the quick shutting down of the

throttle, the gentle swing to earth, and then
triumphant roaring answer of theengineto the
opening of thethrottleand themore-the-merry
clanking of thetank plates.”’

The 301 completed their training and deployed to
France on August 23, 1918 attached to the British
Expeditionary Forces. On August 30" they were issued
British Mark V tanks and were attached to the British 4™
Tank Brigade. On September 29" they participatedin the
Battle of St. Quentin Canal and suffered heavy casualties®
Sometankswere destroyed by shellfire before advancing.
Othersweredestroyed crossing aminefield.

The 301 then seized the village of Brancourt on
October 8". They fought inthe Battle of the Selle on October
18", and participated in anight attack in thevicinity of the
Sambre Canal October 22M — 2319

During thistime Thomas Brady wrote aletter home
to hissister, Sadye, about hissurroundings. A portion of the
letter was published in the Fairfax Herald newspaper. He
wrote:

“1 have adug out home underground with all
modern conveniences, such as a fireplace,
straw for abed, acandlefor light, and an old
gascanwith the side cut out for awash basin.

Sgt. Thomas Brady in a letter to his sister described the
destruction of a German bomber similiar to the one above, an
R.XIV, or Riesenflugzeug (“Giant Aircraft”) produced by
Zeppelin-Staaken, c. 1918. Note the crew of “eight Germans” on
the plane as indicated by Brady.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeppelin-Staaken_R.XIV
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The 301st Battaltion, Tank Corps were supplied with British Mark
V tanks with "unditching beams" similar to the one above.
Photo source: https://landships.activeboard.com/t63840250/ aef-tanks/
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It isagreat sight to see an aeroplane come
down. They usually catch on fire as soon as
they arestruck, and of coursecomedownina
hurry. A few nightsago onewasbrought down
inthissectionwith eight Germansinit besides
anumber of large bombs.1°

This was once a beautiful place, but now is
nothing but destruction; remindsmemoreof a
largejunk pilethan anything | canthink of.

Tell mother not to worry about me, for | am
O.K.,andtruly, sis, thisisthelife.”*

ThomasBrady died of pneumoniaon November 30,
1918.2Hisbody wasinitidly interred inthe British Military
Cemetery, Awoingt-Nord, France. Hewaslater disinterred
and returned to the United States onboard the U.SA.T.
Somme, which sailed from Antwerp, Belgium on June 23,
1921 and arrived at Hoboken, NJ on July 5, 1921. The
Somme carried 1,362 deceased officersand enlisted men.
ThomasBrady wasinterred at Arlington National Cemetery
onAugust 8, 1921 with full military honors. That sameday
thebody of JamesF. Carper wasasoreinterred at Arlington
National Cemetery.t®

JamesFrederick Carper, Sgt., Company A, 23 Infantry,
2™ nfantry Division. Serial No. 3165803.

Jameswash. April 3, 1893, Prospect Hill (McLean),
Fairfax Co., VA, sonof Philip Frederick Grant Carper (1855
1933) and Roberta Virginia Jenny Carper (1865-1949)

James Carper was agraduate of Strayer Business College
inWashington, D.C.*#

James Carper registered with the Fairfax County
Draft Board on June 5, 1917. In his draft registration he
stated he was employed by hisfather the owner of adairy
farmin McLean, VA. Hefurther stated that hewassingle
and caucasian. His physical description wasrecorded as
tall and of medium build with blueeyesand black hair.

Jameswasinducted into thearmy on May 24, 1918
and likely sent to Camp L ee, Petersburg, VA. Hetrained
with 10" Co., 2™ Provisiona Infantry. OnJuly 18, 1918, he
departed Newport News, VA onboard the U.SA.T.
Pastores, with 1,735 officers and enlisted men. As a
provisional, or replacement soldier, Jameswasassigned to
CoA, 2391Inf. Regt., 2" Inf. Div. after arriving in France.

Jamesparticipatedinthe St. Mihiel Offensivewhich
began on September 12, 1918. At 5:00 a.m. on September
12,1918, the 234 I nfantry, 2" Division began acoordinated
attack north from the village of Limey, France. Under a
creeping artillery barrage, the men advanced into no man’s
land toward the village of Thiaucourt. They captured a
largestockpileof suppliesand significant numbersof German
prisonersinthe Boisd’ Heiche (Heiche Woods) to theright
of the Limey-Thiaucourt Road. Pressing the attack at about
3:00 p.m. they captured thevillage of Thiaucourt with only
slight casualties. Thiaucourt wasthefirst French village
captured by troops of theAmerican 2¥Division. TheFrench
citizens, who had been under German occupation for four
yearswereoverjoyed at thearrival of the Americans.

The23Infantry then passed through Thiaucourt and
took up defensive positionsjust beyond thevillageto the
northeast.

Lt. JamesAdamsrecalled:

“The peopleof thistown had been prisonersof
the Germanssincethe early daysof the Great
War. Their sudden and unexpected release
from captivity gavethem causefor jubilation.”*
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“A Thiaucourt: troupes Americaines traversant le Rupt-de-Mad.” At Thiaucourt: American troops crossing the Riviére Rupt-de
Mad, September 12, 1918. Note the relatively good conditions of the buildings in the background indicating the German
counterattack, which destroyed Thiaucourt, had not yet started. Riviére du Rupt-de-Mad translates to Broken or Ragged River.
Photo source: L'T/ustration, Issue 76, No. 3942, September 18, 1918.

Thiaucourt, France under German artillery attack after being liberated by the American 2™ Infantry Division, September 13, 1918.
Source: A History of the Three Hundred Tenth Infantry, Seventy-eighth Division, U. S. A., 1917-1919, c. 1919. Photo credit: U.S. Army Signal Corps.
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When theAmericansenetered the Thiaucourt there
wasrelatively little damage caused by their own artillery.
However, the retreating Germansimmediately began to
shell thetown with high explosiveand gasartillery. Over
the course of several days the town was set on fire and
virtually destroyed by German artillery.

“The 23 Infantry was about 1000 yards
behind the Army line and was subjected to
heavy direct artillery fire.” 16

James Carper waskilled in action near Thiaucourt
on September 13, 1918, presumably by shell fire. The
majority of the casualtiesof the 23 Infantry also occurred
on September 13", likely from shellfire.

When the news of the engagement reached Fairfax
it was reported that Fred was simply missing in action.’
Sadly, hewasnot.

Jameswasinitialy buried intheAmerican Cemetery
in Thiaucourt, France. Hisbody was|later disinterred and
returned to the United States onboard the U.SA.T.
Wheaton, which sailed from Antwerp, Belgium on June
19, 1921 and arrived at Hoboken, NJon July 2, 1921. The
Wheaton carried theremainsof 5,827 officersand enlisted
personnel. James was reinterred at Arlington National
Cemetery, Section 18, Grave 3262, onAugust 8, 1921 with
full military honors. That same day the body of ThomasL.
Brady wasasoreinterred at Arlington National Cemetery.

ot i
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Stone bridge over the Riviére du Rupt-de-Mad, Thiaucourt after
the American occupation. Note the destruction caused by
German artillery. As of 2018 this bridge still standing.

Source: A History of the Three Hundred Tenth Infantry, c. 1919.

Charles Henry Conic Pvt., Company H, 808" Pioneer
Infantry, United StatesArmy. Seria No. 4015422.

Charleswasb. September 1, 1894, in Virginia, son of
William Henry Conic (1869-1943) and Carrie Lee Hunter
(1876-1956). He married Helen E. Weaver (1894-1969),
dau. of George and Annie (Brown) Weaver, December 3,
1914, in Washington, D.C.

Charles registered with the Fairfax County Draft
Board onJune5, 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated he
wasemployed by Stephen R. Donohoe, Editor of the Fairfax
Herald newspaper. He further stated he was married and
negro. Hisphysical description wasrecorded astall and of
medium build with brown eyesand black hair. He claimed
exemption on account of support of hiswife. Theexemption
wasdisallowed.

Charleswasinducted into thearmy on July 29, 1918
and was sent to Camp Meade, MD for training.®* He
departed Hoboken, NJAugust 31, 1918 onboardthe U.SA.T.
Leviathan with 8,478 officersand enlisted men for France,
arriving at Brest, September 7,1918.%°

Thefollowing account has been written of the 808™
Pioneer Infantry:

“These men were called to help the 12th
Engineersinthe construction of anarrow gauge
railway at the front. Asthey worked, shot and
shell rained over them. In their dugouts they
were tortured by rats and ‘cooties.” Small
wonder that an officer who had observed it all
should have remarked: “We cannot understand
their make-up, for under hardest conditionsthey
hold themselvestogether and are abletoraise
asong. ‘It seemsafter al that only black folk
caninterpret the‘ Souls of Black Folk.”%°

A black soldier of the 813" Pioneer Infantry wrote of
hisexperience:

“We endured all the hardships of thefront but
missed the thing we wanted most some redl
whacks at the enemy.” %
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African-American Stevedore Battalion, on board the “S.S. Momus”, at sea, June 20, 1917, enroute to Saint Nazaire, France. This
Stevedore Battalion, composed of 185 Stevedore's, Laborers and Dockmen, left New York Harbor on June 17, 1917 under the
command of Captain George Luberoff, Quartermaster Reserve Corps. They were among the American troops sent to France.

Photo credit U.S. Army Signal Corps.

Charles Conic died of disease on October 31, 1918.
Hewasinitialy buried inthe America Cemetery, Nantes,
Departement de la Loire-Atlantique, Pays de la Loire,
France. Hisbody waslater disinterred and returned to the
United States onboard the U.SA.T. Sherman, which sailed
from &. Nazaire, Franceon August 31, 1920 and arrived at
Hoboken, NJon September 11, 1920. The Sherman carried
492 civilian, military and deceased military passengers.?
Conicwasinterred at Arlington Nationa Cemetery withfull
military honors.

Of the 240,000 African Americansthat served inthe
American Expeditionary Force, approximately 180,000, or
75 percent, served in labor battalions, pioneer battalions,
stevedore battalions, butchery companies.?® They were
among thevery first American troopsto arrivein Fancein
June1917.

Photo source: Library of Congress.

These noncombatant soldierslaid thefoundation for
everything theA.E.F accomplished inWorld War |. They
wererespons blefor theloading and unloading of cargo ships
and the supplies of everything used by thearmy inthefield.
They built roads, laid railroad tracks, constructed barracks,
ammunition dumps and warehouses. They built piers, dug
trenches, filled intrenches. They served asbarbers, cooks,
and hostlers—feeding and caring for millions of men and
thousands of horsesand mules. They salvaged al materials
fromthetheater of war, including unexploded artillery shells
and bombs. They had the gruesome task of burying the
bloated, decomposing and often mutilated bodies of allied
and enemy soldierskilled in action. Without them thewar,
quiteliterally, could not have been won.

Frank Cook, Pvt., Company B, 330" Labor Battalion,
Quartermaster Corps. Serial No. 4075139.
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Frank wasborn June 24, 1887, Fairfax Co., VA, son
of John Henry Cook (1835-?77?) and Mary Jane Stafford
(1855-777?).241n 1910, Frank resided in Clifton Station,
Fairfax, VA. His occupation was listed as alaborer on a
railway track.

Frank registered with the Fairfax County Draft Board
onJune5, 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated he was
employed asalaborer on hisown account. Hefurther stated
he was single and negro. His physical description was
recorded as of medium height and build with black eyes
and black hair.

Frank wasinducted into thearmy on July 31, 1918
andwaslikely sent to Camp Wadsworth, Spartanburg, SC.
On September 15, 1918, he departed Hoboken, NJonboard
theU.SS Powhatan, with 2,509 officersand enlisted men
for France.® Hedied of disease September 28, 1918. His
body was returned to the United States onboard U.S.S.
Powhatan. The Powhatan arrived at Newport News, VA
on October 16, 1918 with 10 dead, and 104 sick enlisted
men.® Hisolder sister, AnnaCook, wasidentified onthe
manifest as hisnext-of-kin. Annie Cook wasFrank Cook’s
oldest sister, born July 17, 1870. Shedied August 22, 1966
after falling down aflight of stairs. Sheisburied in Bethel
Cemetery, Alexandria, VAZ

Frank Cook’sburial location isunknown.

Clarence Millican Dawson, Pvt., Company A, 318"
Infantry Regiment, 80" Division. Serial No. not found.

ClarencewasbornApril 20, 1892, Fairfax Co., VA,
son of James L. Dawson (1854-7???) and Roberta L.
Dawson (1866-77??) They resided in Lorton, VA.

Heregistered with the Fairfax County Draft Board
onJune5, 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated he was
employed asasection hand ontherailroad at L orton, VA.
He further stated that he was single and caucasian. His
physical description wasrecorded asof medium height and
build with blue eyesand blonde hair.

Clarencewasinducted into the army on September
18, 1917 and sent to Camp L eg, Petersburg, VA for training.

1n

He died of pneumoniaon January 14, 1918 at the Camp
LeeHospital.? Heisburied in Cranford United M ethodi st
Church Cemetery, Lorton, VA.

William | saac Dear dor ff, Wagoner, Battery A, 315" Field
Artillery Regiment, 155" Brigade, 80" Division. Serid No.
1,835,989.

WilliamwasbornMarch 18, 1896 in Dover, OH. He
wasthe son of GeorgeAlbert Deardorff (1871-1958) and
Iva. JaneMitchell (1869-1950).

In 1910, the Deardorff family was residing in
Washington, D.C. By 1917 they were living in Fairfax
County.

Heregistered with the Fairfax County Draft Board
onJuneb, 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated hewasa

1 .':". . W o
William Isaac Deardorff, Wagoner, Battery A, 315" Field Artillery,
155" Brigade, 80™ Division, A.E.F. Mortally wounded in action,

October 6, 1918, Montfaucon, France.
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“Regimental Street at Camp Lee” of the 313" Field Artillery.
Photo Source: A History of the 313" Field Artillery © 1920.

preparatory student for the Lutheran ministry at
Pennsylvania(now Gettysburg) College, Gettysburg, PA.
He resided at Occoquan, VA. He further stated that he
was single and caucasian. His physical description was
recorded astall and of medium build with light brown eyes
and dark brown hair. He claimed exemption “ on grounds
of weak eyes.” The exemption wasdisallowed.

William wasinducted into thearmy on November 6,
1917 and sent to Camp L ee, Petersburg, VA for training.
OnMay 26, 1918, he departed Norfolk, VA on board the
U.SA.C.T. Tenadoreswith 1,247 officersand enlisted men
for France.®®

The 80" Division attacked and captured the Boisde
Ogonsontheevening of October 6, 1918. For several days
they attempted to capturethe Madeleine Farm. The 315"
FieldArtillery supported thisaction with artillery from high
ground near Montfaucon. Thet were were subjected to
German counterfire. William Deardorff was mortally
wounded, likely by shell fire, in thisaction on October 6,
1918.

Onthe day William waswounded 1% Lt. John Lee
McElroy of Battery B, 315" Field Artillery recorded the
followinginhisdiary:

“Sunday, October 6 — Thingsaways happen
on Sunday. Wewere shelled badly al day with
three casualties. ...l have been keeping
everybody possibleunder cover, but about thirty

of ushad to walk around in the open asusual.
My overcoat and stretchers are very much
bloodied up. Gerry has been using both 77’s
and 150'son us. No guns damaged yet, but we
were, and are constantly showered with dirt
and mud thrown up by bursting shells.”*

“The Second Battalion hassomesort of Spanish
Influenza, so we are not allowed to associate
with them.”3!

After being wounded, William Deardorff was
transported by ambulancetrainto Base Hospital No. 116in
Bazoilles-Sur-Meuse, Vosges, Francewherehedied asa
result of hiswounds on October 25". Base Hospital No.
116 wasa“ Special Hospital” established for “fractures.”*

After hisdeath William’s body was interred in the
temporary American Cemetery (No. 6), Bazoilles, Vosges,
France. Hewaslater disinterred and returned to the United
States onboard the U.SA.T. Wheaton, which sailed from
Cherbourg, FranceonMay 1, 1921 and arrived at Hoboken,
NJonMay 18, 1921. The Wheaton carried the remains of
2,794 officersand enlisted personnd. Williamwasreinterred
at Pohick Episcopal Church Cemetery, June4, 1921.%

Howard Lee Derr, Served in theregular U.S. Army for
ten months on the Texas-M exican border.3* Serial No. not
found.

Howard wasborn July 16, 1896 in Chicago, IL. He
wasthe son of Harry B. Derr (1867-1953) and | sabellalee
(1868-1937).

Heregistered with the Fairfax County Draft Board
onJune5, 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated heworked
for his father. He resided at Fairfax, VA. His physical
description wasrecorded astall and of stout build with hazel
eyesand light hair.

In November 1917 Howard was reported to be
recovering froman operationinan army hospital in Texas.®

Howard wasinducted into thearmy on July 22, 1918,
but was medically discharged on August 10, 1918 and sent
home. The Fairfax Herald reported:

12
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‘Mr. Derr has made three attempts to enter
the army. If necessary he intends to go to
Canadaand jointhearmy there.’ *

Howard Derr died October 3, 1918, in &. Anthony’s
Sanitarium, Amarillo, Potter Co., TX, of pneumonia, brought
on by Influenza. Hisoccupationwaslisted asDemonstrator,
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture® Heis buried in the City of
Fairfax Cemetery.

Percy Jennings® Dove PFC, Company L, 116" Infantry
Regiment, 29" Division. Serial No. 1289596.

Percy wasb. 1900 in Fairfax Co., VA. Hewasthe
son of GeorgeW. Dove (1865-1925) and Rosetta Grimgly
(1869-1961). They resided at Accotink, VA.

Percy enlisted in the 116™ Infantry Regiment on July
25, 1917. The 116" Regiment was part of the 29" Infantry
Division, which called itself the Blueand Gray Division,
becausetheir rankswere composed of Delaware and New
Jersey National Guardsmen and Virginiaand Maryland
guard units. New Jersey and Delaware were part of the
Union (i.e. Blue) during the Civil War, whileVirginiaand
partsof Maryland were part of the Confederacy (i.e. Gray).

In the fall of 1917, the 116" was sent to Camp
McClellan in Anniston, Alabama for eight months of
intengveinfantry training. OnJune 15, 1918, they departed
Hoboken, NJ on board the U.SA.T. Finland with 3,527
officersand enlisted menfor St. Nazaire, France, arriving
there on June 27".*° Also onboard the Finland was Fairfax
native John R. Mitchdll, Co. A, 116th Infantry. TheFinland,
was part of atwelve ship convoy that included theU.SA.T.
GeorgeWashington carrying Fairfax County native Willie
R. Fairfax.

The 116" Regiment wasinitidly sent toHaute-Marne
Sector in Francein July 1918. In September they movedto
Samogneux, east of the Meuse River. From here the
regiment fought inthe M euse-Argonneoffensivetheir only
major engagement of the war. On October 8, 1918 they
went over the top® at Samogneux and attacked the

PFC Percy Jennings Dove, Co. L, 116" Inf., 29" Div., U.S.A.
Percy, a resident of Accotink, Fairfax Co., VA, was killed-in-
action on October 27, 1918 in the Bois d'Etrayes, Molleviile,
Consenvoye, France.

Photo courtesy: Deborah Edwards Demaree

German positionsto the northeast near the Molleville Farm
and on the heights of the Boisd'Etrayes.

The Germanswere waiting and dowed theAmerican
advance with concentrated machine gun fireand artillery.
That morning at Malbrouck Hill north of Samogneux, Percy
Dove participated in a bayonet charge. Captain Ewart
Johnson, led the company ("L") in acharge against the
flank of an enemy strong point. An enemy battalion
commander, hisstaff, along with over 200 other prisoners,
and several machine gunswere captured.*

One source estimated that over the course of ten days
the Germans used 12,000 blue, green and yellow cross(i.e.
diphenylchloroarsine, phosgene, and mustard gas) artillery

13
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German machine gun nest at Molleville Farm, October 1918.
The body of a dead American infantryman is blocking one of the

fiting ports. Soutce: History of the 315" US. Infantry, © 1920.

shellsin adesperate attempt to thwart the attack, resulting
in*“an almost constant presence of gasin many ravinesand
selected placesin thewoods.” 42

Captain Ewart Johnston, Co. L, 116" Infantry, of
Clarke County, Virginia, confirmed thisin his report of
operations.

“Theenemy was shelling our position heavily
andusingalot of gas....”*

By October 16" the 116" regiment had fought its
way to the Molleville Farm and Molleville Ravine. The
Molleville Farm stood in the center of aclearing and at the
bottom of aravine or small valley. It was surrounded by
dense woods occupied by hidden German machine gun
nests. TheAmerican soldiers christened the farm Death
Valley. The 116" regiment established aline, roughly north-
south, through the farm facing the heavily defended Bois
d Etrayes. For the next severa daysthemenheldtheir line
against enemy counterattacks.

The concentration of enemy machine guns around
the Molleville Farm within the Bois d’ Etrayes was
formidable, but the Americanshad |earned from experience:

“It was found that frequently machine guns
could be captured by asudden rush just after a

long burst of fire, while the beltswere being
changed.”*

On October 23 the regiment was ordered to take
theridgeintheBoisd' Etrayes. Specificaly, their objective
wasthe Pylone Observatory on Hill 361 and the high point
inthe Boisd’ Etrayes (Woods of Etrayes) from which the
Germanshad aclear view of theallied front. The regiment
gained theridgethat evening with heavy casualties. Fighting
continued for aweek asthe Germans counterattacked and
infiltrated theAmericanlinesinthethick woodsraisng havoc
with the exhausted troops. At the end of the fighting some
60 German machine guns had been captured.

Percy Dovewaskilledin action here on October 27,
1918.

The Operations Report, Fourth Platoon, Co. L, 116"
Inf. states:

“Oct. 24—Moved in behind B Co., wherewe
stayed until night and then went up ontheline,
relieving E and F Cos., which positionweheld
until night of Oct. 27". During the day welost
onemankilled, threewounded by artillery. We
werereieved by the 115" Infantry. — Sgt. John
T. Creegan.[of 211 S. Roya S., Alexandria,
Virginig) + 4

Percy wasinitially buried in the American Cemetery
Romagne-sous Montaucon-Meuse, France. Hewas later

Pylone Observation Tower, Hill 361, Bois d'Etrayes, October 1918.
Source: History of the Twenty-Ninth Division, 1917-1919, © 1921
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disinterred and returned to the United States onboard the
U.SA.T. Cantigny, which sailed from Antwerp, Belgium
on September 1, 1921 and arrived at Hoboken, NJ on
September 12, 1921. The Cantigny carried the remains of
atotal of 1,199 officersand enlisted personnel. Percy was
reinterred at Arlington Nationa Cemetery, Section 18, Grave
3591, on September 29, 1921 with full military honors.

Percy wasoneof thefew soldiersfrom Fairfax County
who died during World War | who had achild. Percy was
married to Ruth Mildred Terry (1899-1934) of Dallas, Texas
inJuly 1917.# They had one daughter, RosaL ee Doveb.
April 14,1918.%

Percy’s widow, Ruth M. Dove was remarried to
Edmund T. Allen (1896-1986), December 20, 1920 at Pohick
Church.* They are both buried at Pohick Church. Percy’s
daughter, Rose Lee Dove, married JamesAngelo DiSalvo
(1916-1985) on June 3, 1935, Hyattsville, MD. They were
divorced January 10, 1963. Shedied April 3,1985and is
buriedin Caverton National Cemetery, Suffolk, New York.
They had adaughter, Barbara, bornin 1938.

GeorgeBryant Dyer, Corp., Company F, 318" Infantry
Regiment, 80" Division. Serial No. 1821446.

George was born November 19, 1895. Hewasthe
only son of JohnAsaDyer (1872-1954) and Minnie Bryant
(1866-1949).

Heregistered with the Fairfax County Draft Board
onJuneb5, 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated he was
employed as a powder factory attendant for the U.S.
Government at Indian Head, MD. Heresided at Vienna,
VA. He further stated that he was single and caucasian.
Hisphysical description wasrecorded astall and of dender
build with brown eyes and dark hair. George claimed
exemption asaNavy Yard employee. The exemption was
denied.®

Georgewasinducted into thearmy on November 6,
1917 and sent to training at Camp L ee, Petersburg, VA. He
was promoted to Corporal shortly thereafter. On May 22,
1918, he departed Hoboken, NJ onboard the U.SA.T.

Corporal George Brent Dyer, c. 1918.

Source: Evening Star, December 3, 1918, p. 15, c. 1.
Leviathan with 10,583 officers, enlisted men and nurses
for Brest, France.®*

“On October 5... Shortly after dawn another
attack was launched under cover of a heavy
artillery concentration on the Ferme de la
M adel eine and the entrenched position north of
the Bois de Ogons. This attack was to be
supported by tank, which, however, found it
impossibleto goforwardintheface of theheavy
hostilefire.” *2

Today the area around the Ferme de la Madeleine
(Madeleine Farm) and the Boisde Ogons (OgonsWood) is
pastoral and serene. It isdifficult toimagine the men of the
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Ferme de la Madeleine, October 1918

Photo credit: History of the 315" Field Artillery, c. 1922
2 Battalion, 318" Infantry advancing over open ground to
Boisde Ogons, the no man’sland,* between thevillage of
Nantillois and the Madeleine Farm. Pushing their way
forward, through knee-deep mud and a veritable rain of
high explosiveartillery shells, they advanced directly into
theface of German machinegunnerspositionedinthewoods
ahead.

At somepoint in thisengagement, George Dyer, age
23, waskilled in action along with hisentiremachinegun
sguad. Inthe aftermath the M adel eine Farm was destroyed.
Thegroundinfront for amilewaslittered with shell holes,
burned out Renault tanks, blankets, helmets, caps, bayonets,
rifles, cartridge belts, messkits, canteens, trench spades,
boots, partsof clothing, and, of course, bodies.

Georgewasinitialy buriedintheAmerican Cemetery
Romagne-sous M ontaucon-Meuse, Francelessthanamile-
and-a-half from the Madeleine Farm. He was later
disinterred and returned to the United States onboard the

Destroyed French Renault tank used in the Battle of Madeline
Farm, October 1918.
Source: Histoty of the 315" Infantty Regiment.

Ferme de la Madeleine, 2018
Photo credit: Google Earth

U.SA.T. Wheaton, which sailed from Antwerp, Belgium
onAugust 6, 1921 and arrived at Hoboken, NJAugust 20,
1921. The Wheaton carried theremainsof atotal of 5,759
officersand enlisted personnel > Georgewasreinterred at
Arlington National Cemetery, Section 18, Grave 3591, on
September 29, 1921 with full military honors.

George’'s parents were notified by the War
Department six weeks after hewaskilled.

“Thelast |etter received from him stated that
hewasin command of amachine gun squad,
and that hisregiment wasthen engaged inthe
region of the Argonne forest. From reports
received from members of his regiment who
aurviveditisbelieved that hisentire squad, with
two others, was destroyed in the engagement
inwhich hemet hisdeath.”>

The Dyer-Gunnell Post # 180 of theAmerican Legion

L e L e e ]

Ruin of the Madeline Farm, October 1918.
Soutce: Histoty of the 315" Infantry Regiment.
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inVienna, Fairfax County, is named in honor of George
Brent Dyer and Clarence Leith Gunnell.

William “Willie’ Randolph Fairfax, Pvt., Company F,
115" Infantry Regiment, 29" Division. Serial No. 1285123.

Williewasborn June 24, 1893 at Farr PO., Fairfax
Co., VA, son of John Henry Fairfax (1873-1947) and Mary
AliceReid (1867-1950).%

Heregistered with the Fairfax County Draft Board
inJune1917. In hisdraft registration he stated was al aborer
inastavemill at Catlett, VA. Heresided at Swetnam, VA.
Hefurther stated that hewas single and caucasian and that
he had previoudly served 5 months of military serviceasa
PFCin Co. F, 1* Maryland Nationa Guard. His physical
description wasrecorded astall and of slender build with
brown eyesand dark brown hair. During hisservicewith
the Maryland Guard he received the Order of St. Sava
(Serbian).

The 1* Maryland National Guard was called into
servicein June 1916 and saw duty at and Wind Mill Ranch,
Texas, forty miles south of Eagle Passfollowing Pancho
Villa'sattack on Columbus, NM inMarch 1916. They were
mustered out of servicein November 1916.

Willievolunteered and was sent to basic training at
Camp McClellan in Anniston, AL. The 1% Maryland
Infantry, to which he was assigned, was subsequently
consolidated with other Maryland guard regimentsto form
the 115" Infantry Regiment, 29" Infantry Division.

OnJune 15, 1918, he departed Hoboken, NJon board
the U.SA.T. George Washington with 5,373 officers,
enlisted men for France. The George Washington, was
part of atwelve ship convoy that included the U.SA.T.
Finland carrying Fairfax native Percy Jennings Dove.

Williedied of pandemic influenza (aka Spanish Flu).
on October 1, 1918.

Williewasinitialy buriedintheAmerican Cemetery
Romagne-sous M ontaucon-Meuse, Francelessthanamile-
and-a-half from the Madeleine Farm. He was later

17

disinterred and returned to the United States onboard the
U.SA.T. Wheaton, which sailed from Cherbourg, France
onMay 1, 1921 and arrived at Hoboken, NJ. The Wheaton
carried theremainsof atotal of 2,794 officersand enlisted
personnel 5" Williewasreinterred inthefamily plotinthe
Lacy/Fairfax Cemetery, Fairfax Sation, VA.

Corliss Montgomery Fox, Pvt., Company K, 18"
Battalion, Infantry Recruitment & Training Center.

Corlisswashborn September 11, 1890 at Vale, Fairfax
Co., VA. Hewasthe son of George Montgomery Fox (1856-
1933) and Sarah Frances Fanny Taylor (1854-1921).

Heregistered with the Fairfax County Draft Board
onJune5, 1917. Inhisdraft registration he stated hewasa
farmer for himself and hisfather. Heresided at Vale, Fairfax
Co., VA. Hefurther stated that hewas single and caucasian.
Hisphysica description wasrecorded as of medium height
and build with blueeyesand light hair.

Corliss, “being afarmer, wasnot called until after the
harvest...”® wasinducted into thearmy onAugust 6, 1918.
He was sent to basic training at Camp Lee, Petersburg,
VA. He died September 29, 1918 at the Camp Lee Base
Hospital of pneumoniabrought on by the pandemicinfluenza
Heisburied at Andrew Chapel Cemetery, Vienna, VA.

ClarenceL eith Gunnéell, Pvt., Company D, 54" Pioneer
Infantry Regiment. Serial No. 3353698.

Clarencewasborn June 24, 1892 at Vienna, Fairfax
Co., VA. He was the son of John Henry Gunnell (1858-
1923) and Annie RebeccaWiley (1861-1939).

In 1915, Clarencewasresiding at 802 11" St., NW,
Washington, D.C. Hewasemployed asawaiter.>®

Heregistered with the Philadel phia Draft Board on
Juneb5, 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated worked in
theLunch Room of “Mrs. Lenning.” Heresided at 628 Otis
St., NW, Washington, DC. He further stated that he was
singleand caucasian. Hisphysica descriptionwasrecorded
as5' 5" tall and of medium build with gray eyesand brown
hair.
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Rather than wait to be drafted, Clarenceenlisted
with the 54" Pioneer Infantry. According to aregimental
history Pioneerswere:

“...armed, and drilled asinfantry, and equipped
and trained to fight inan emergency, they were
intended primarilly to act asassisting forcesto
other arms... and were used chiefly in
congtructing railwaysand roadsin theadvanced
area” 60

Clarencewas sent to Camp Wadsworth, Spartanburg,
SC for training. Most of the men from thisregiment were
from Minnesotaor Philadel phia. Hewas one of only ten
men intheregiment from Virginiaand theonly manin his
company from hisnative state.

On August 30, 1918, he departed Newport News,
VA on boardthe U.SA.T. Duca D’ Aosta, an Italian ocean
liner chartered as atroop transport, with 2,028 officers,
enlisted menfor Brest, Francearriving September 12, 1918

On September 25, 1918, the 54" Pioneer Infantry
left Fleury Woods at 1:00 a.m. and marched 12 milesto
Clermont Woods, arriving there at 5:30 am. They were
now well within the fighting zone. Near Varenneswhile
repairing theroad damaged by aminethe regiment worked
under a German artillery barrage and were bombed and
strafed by German “ aeroplanes.”

On September 26" Company “D” and “M’ were
ordered to Aubreville to assist the 14" and 21% U.S.
Engineersin extending thelight railway linestoward the
front. Camp was established near Parios. The remainder
of the 54" |eft Clermont Woods at noon and marched 8
milesto Boureville, arriving there at 4:00 p.m.*

Clarence's company, “D”, was detached and sent
north of Aubreville to assist the 21 U.S. Engineersin
establishing and repairing light railway connectionswiththe
damaged French and German linesfrom Dombad ethrough
Cheppy, France®

Clarence Gunnell was mortally wounded in action

near Boureilles, France. He was transported to the Base
Hospital at Mesves, Nievre, France, where he died on
September 29, 1918.

He wasiinitially buried in the American Cemetery,
Mesves, Nievre, France. He was later disinterred and
returned to the United States onboard the U.SA.T. Wheaton,
which sailed from St. Nazaire, France on November 22, 1920
and arrived at Hoboken, NJ on December 15, 1920. The
Wheaton carried theremains of atotal of 2,468 officersand
enlisted personnel .% Clarencewasreinterred at Arlington
National Cemetery, Section 18, Grave 780, on January 14,
1921 withfull military honors.

In 1920, hisfamily published aloving tributein the
Evening Sar newspaper:

“Insad but loving remembrance of our dear son
and brother, Private Clarence Leith Gunndll, who
waswounded and died inthe hospital in France
two years ago today, September 29, 1918
Thelossishitter, the pain severe,

To part with oneloved so dear;

Thetrid ishard, wewill not complain

But trust in God, to meet again.

Hisdevoted parents, sistersand brothers.”

TheDyer-Gunnell Post # 180 of theAmerican Legion
inVienna, Fairfax County, isnamed in honor of Clarence
Leith Gunnell and George Brent Dyer.

Caleb Walton Hall “Walton”, Pvt., Battery C, 28" Field
Artillery, 10" Infantry Division.

Walton wasborn January 7, 1892 in Fairfax Co., VA.
He was the son of John Quincy Hall (1851-1921) and
EmeineHall (1856-1945).

Heregistered withthe St. L ouis, Missouri Draft Board
in June 1917. In his draft registration he stated he was a
laborer for the Curtis Manufacturing Co. which built saw
blades, pneumatic toolsand machinery. Heresided at 4120
Blaine Avenue, St. Louis, MO. He further stated that he
was single and caucasian. His physical description was
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recorded as short in height and slender with blueeyesand
dark brown hair and dightly bald.

He was sent to basic training at Camp Funston on
theFort Riley Military Reservation, Kansas. Hedied there
September 29, 1918 of pandemicinfluenza (aka Spanish
Flu). Theoriginsof the Spanish Flu areunknown, however,
some of thefirst cases of Spanish Fluwerereported from
Camp Funston.

The 28" Field Artillery wasnever sent to Franceand
consequently never saw combat inWorld War 1.

Heisburied at Sydentricker Methodist Cemetery,
Vienna, VA.

John W. Harris, Pvt.,, Camp Hancock, September
Automatic Replacement Draft (S.A.R.D.),*® Co. #1,
Infantry (Colored). Serial No. 407844.

Johnwasborn September 10, 1881 inNorth Carolina
He was the son of James C. Harris (1846-aft. 1930) and
AliceV. Pope(1859-1923) of ChinaGrove, North Carolina.
Hisoccupationin 1910 waslisted aslaborer at odd jobs.
Heresided at 1323 Queen Street, Alexandria, VA.

Heregigtered withtheAlexandriaCounty Draft Board
on September 10, 1918. In hisdraft registration he stated
he was alaborer in Alexandria, VA. Heresided at 1323
Queen Street. He further stated that he was single and
negro. His physical description was recorded asshort in
height and slender with black eyesand black hair.

John was sent to Camp Hancock, Augusta, GA for
infantry training. He departed Hoboken, NJon September
29, 1918 onboard the U.SA.T. Leviathan with 9,326 officers
and enlisted men from France. Helisted ashisnext of kin
“Thomas Robinson, Uncle, RFD #3, Fairfax Court House,
VA "¢

John died of disease October 7,1918. Hewasinitidly
buried in France. Hewaslater disinterred and returned to
the United Statesonboard the U.SA.T. Princess Matoika,
which sailed from Brest, France on June 20, 1920 and
arrived at Hoboken, NJ, June 29, 1920. The Princess
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Matoika carried theremains of atotal of 837 officersand
enlisted personnel. John’s next of kin was his uncle,
“Thomas Robinson, Clifton Station, Fairfax County, VA.”%

John Cook’sburia location isunknown. Hismother,
AliceHarris, isknowntobeinterredin Landis, NC.

Harry W. Hatcher, Pvt., Company E., 372" Infantry
Regiment, 93 Division. Serial No. 2464428.

Harry wasbornApril 24, 1893 at Waterfall, Loudoun
Co., VA, the eldest son of George Franklin (1869-1940)
and Mary Ann (Napper) Hatcher (1873-1972). Hemarried
BerthaRoy (1897-1970), daughter of Jamesand Harriett
(Wanzer) Roy of Arlington Co., VA, onMarch 3, 1915in
Washington, D.C.

Heregistered with the Fairfax County Draft Board
onJuneb, 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated hewasa
laborer at Potomac YardsinAlexandria, VA. Heresided at
theTheological Seminary, Fairfax County. Hefurther stated
that he was married and that his race was African. His
physical description wasrecorded astall and of medium
build with brown eyes and black hair. Harry Claimed
exemption because he had awifeto support. Hisexemption
clamwasdisallowed.®

Harry was inducted into the army on October 26,
1917 and sent to Camp Stewart, Newport News, VA for

French steel Adrian helmet worn by African-American soldiers
of the U.S. 371* and 372" Infantry. A.E.F.. World War I, c. 1918.
Source: Bertrand-Malvaux, Antiquire Expert, France.



Volume 15, Issue 1

The Fair Facs Gazette

Winter 2018

training. He departed Newport News, VA on March 30,
1918 onboard the U.SA.T. Susquehanawith 2,199 officers,
enlisted menarrivingin &. Nazaire, FranceonApril 14".7°

Harry was a member of the all-black 93 Infantry
Division, one of only two such Division’s which were
deployed to France, the other being the 92™ Infantry
Division. Harry wasone of asmall percentage of African-
American combat soldiers. Approximately 200,000 African-
Americans served inthe American Expeditionary Force,
however, only about 40,000, or 20 percent, participatedin
direct combat.

The 372 Infantry Regiment was composed of all-
black National Guard unitsfrom Connecticut, Maryland,
M assachusetts, Ohio, Tennessee and Washington, D.C.

The menweresent to Camp Stuart in Newport News,
VA in January 1918. The 372" (“Bloody Red Hands")
Infantry was combined with the 369" (“Harlem
Hédlraisers’), 370 (“Black Devils’) and 371" Regiments
toformthe Provisional 93" Infantry Division.

After arriving in France, the men of the 93 Division
worked as stevedores unloading shipsat Montoir, France
until the end of April. After which were sent by train to
Conde-en-Barrois, Meusewherethey spent amonthtraining
under the direction of French officers. After amonth of
intensvetraining, themen of 93 Divisonwereplaced under
the command of the 157" French Division (akaRed Hand
or Bloody Red Hand Division). Asthe United StatesArmy
wasofficialy segregated al African-American combat units
had to fight with the French. The men exchanged their
American equipment and wereissued French equipment
including the distinctive Blue Adrian helmet worn by the
French. Fighting with the French, they participated in the
Meuse-Argonne offensive, thefinal decisive offensive of
thewar.

In July, Colonel Herschel Tupesassumed command
of the 372" and began to purge the reamining African
American officers from the ranks. In aletter to General
Pershing hewrote“racid distinctionswhich arerecognized
incivilianlife continueto berecognized inthemilitary life

and present a formidable barrier to that feeling of
comradeship whichisessential to mutual confidenceand
esprit decorps.”™

In spite of overt discrimination the men of the 372
were happy to bein France. Asonesoldier recalled: “We
were proud that the 372" did not suffer the fate of most of
theother Negro unitsin France. We did not come overseas
to unload supplies or clean barracks. We were trained
infantrymen - nothing el se - and we conducted ourselves
likesoldiers.” 2

On October 2, 1918 the 372™ I nfantry attacked the
direction of Monthois, animportant German railhead and
supply base. Theregiment crossed the Sechault-Monthois
Road and established offensive positions one half mile of

Monument to the 372 Infantry Regiment, Monthois, France.
Source: American Legion website https://wwwlegion.org/memorials/
237065/372nd-us-infantry-memorial
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thevillage. By October 3 Monthoiswaspartly surrounded.
German counterattacks and resi stance were strong asthey
sought to withdraw the bulk of their supplies. They entered
Monthois but were driven out by German counterattacks.
Thefighting around M onthoiswasfierce and often hand-
to-hand. The 372™ remained in position outside Monthois
until relieved on October 8, 1918.7 For their action the
regiment earned the Croix de Guerre, the highest honor
afforded by the French Army. In addition, 173 officersand
men earned individual Croix de Guerre or Distinguished
Service Crosses.™

Harry Hatcher wasmortaly wounded in action during
this engagement. He died on October 8, 1918. Heisthe
only African-American solider from Fairfax County to have
beenkilledin combat.

He is interred in the American Cemetery, (aka
Meuse-Argonne Cemetery), Romagne-sous M ontaucon-
Meuse, France, (PlotA, Row 27, Grave 10).

Robert N. Kendall, Pvt., Company E, 318" Infantry
Regiment, 80" Division. Serial No. 1821271.

Robert was born January 26, 1895 in Fauquier Co.,
VA, Hewasthe son of Amos Fenton Kendall (1854-1929)
and Martha Jane Mattie Gordon (1847-1935).

Heregistered with the Fairfax County Draft Board
onJuneb5, 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated he was
engaged in farming for Lehman H. Young, Sr. at Fairfax
Court House. He indicated his residence was Herndon,
Fairfax Co., VA. Hefurther stated that hewassingleand
that hisracewas caucasian. His physical descriptionwas
recorded as of medium height and stout build with blue eyes
and brown hair.

Robert wasinducted into the army on September 4,
1917 and sent to Camp L ee, Petersburg, VA for training.
OnMay 22, 1918, he departed Hoboken, NJonboard the
U.SA.T. Leviathan with 10,583 officers, enlisted men and
nurses for Brest, France. His next of kin listed was his
mother, MarthaRodgers, of Herndon, VA.”™

Robert survived thewar but died astheresult of an
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accidentin FranceonApril 17,1919, just onemonth before
he was scheduled to return home. Heisinterred at Oise-
Aisne American Cemetery and Memorial, Seringes-et-
Nedes, France.

MorrisLucas, Pvt., Company L, 368" Infantry Regiment,
92" |nfantry Division. Serial No. unknown.

Morriswasborn December 25, 1894 in Fairfax Co.,
VA. Hewasthe son of David Lucas(1846-1920) and Lucy
A. Welford (1857-1944). They resided at 918 Pendleton
<., Alexandria, VA in 1910.

Heregistered with the Dauphin County (PA) Draft
Board in June 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated he
wasalaborer for in the Bethlehem Steel Co. at Steelton,
PA. Heindicated hisres dencewas 141 Adams S., Stedlton,
PA (one block across the railroad tracks from the steel
mill.) Hefurther stated that hewas single and that hisrace
was negro. His physical descriptionwasrecorded as5’ 6"
and medium build with brown eyesand black hair.

SeeHarry Hatcher for further description of al-black
infantry regimentsand divisions.

Inthefall of 1917 Morriswas sent by trainto Camp
Meade, MD for infantry training with the 368" I nfantry.
Morrisdied of Lobar Pneumonia, February 16, 1918, at
Camp Meade, MD."® 7"

MorrisLucas burial locationisunknown. Morris
parents, David and Lucy Lucas, areboth areburiedin Union
Cemetery, Alexandria, VA.

Stephen Patrick McGroarty, 2Lt., Engineer Reserve
Corps, Attached to 2™ Regiment Engineers. Serial No.
Unknown.

Stephen wasb. December 30, 1894 in Washington,
D.C. Hewasthe youngest son of CharlesNeil McGroarty
(1851-1930) and Eva Tweed (1853-1953). Stephen was
baptized July 7, 1895 at M etropolitan Presbyterian Church
(now Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church) inWashington, D.C.

TheMcGroarty’smovedto FallsChurch, VA in 1909
when they purchased alot at theintersection of Columbia
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2nd Lt. Stephen Patrick McGroarty, Engineer Reserve Corps,

c. 1917 Photo source: Washington Times, July 10, 1918, p. 8, c. 4.

Street and Cherry Street.

Stephen attended Western High School in
Washington, D.C., where he wasin the cadet regiment.
After graduating from Westernin 1913, Stephen attended
the University of Virginia. He was a member of the
Jefferson Literary and Debating Society (1914); and an
Assistant Instructor (1916). Hegraduated in 1917 with a
degreein Civil Engineering.”

Heregistered with the Fairfax County Draft Board
onJune5, 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated was a
civil engineer for the George T. Fuller Co., Quantico, VA.
Heindicated hisresidencewas Falls Church, Fairfax Co.,
VA. Hefurther stated that hewas single and that hisrace
was caucasian. Hisphysical description wasrecorded as
of medium height and build with blueeyesand blondehair.
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He claimed exemption from the draft on account of his
work in the government mobilization camps. This
exemption wasdenied.

Stephen wascommissioned a2™ Lt. inthe Engineer
Reserve Corps. InAugust 1917 hewas sent to the Engineer
Training Camp at American University, DC.” Shortly
thereafter he was sent to Camp Gordon, Atlanta, GA for
engineer training. In December 1917 hewas assigned to
temporary duty with the 307" Engineers.

Stephen departed New York Harbor, NY on February
8, 1918 onboard the U.SA.T. #530, akathe SS New York,
withjust 142 officersand enlisted menarrivingin Liverpool,
England on February 178

OnJune6, 1918the 2™BtlIn., 2™ Engineer Regiment
isordered to support the 2" BtIn., 5" Marinesin the attack
on Bois de Belleau (Belleau Wood). John Thomason a
member of the 5" Marines, who was present during the
battle, would later write:

“Therewas alwaysgood feeling between the
Marines of the 2d Division and the Regular
Army unitsthat formed it, but theMarinesand
the2d Engineers—*“ Say, if | ever got adrink,
a 2d Engineer can have half of it!” — Boy,
they dig trenches and mend roads all night,
and they fight all day!”#

OnJune 11, 1918the 2™ BtIn., 5"Marines, supported
by the 23" and 77" companies of the 6" Machine Gun
BtIn., and elementsof the 2 BtIn., 2" Engineers, occupy a
portion of Belleau Wood, but with heavy casualties. On
June 13" the Germanslaunch a counterattack precceded
by amassive artillery barrage. One source indicated that
8,000 shellswerefired by three German Divisionsin just
four hours. The German couterattack failed.®

Stephen M cGroarty was mortally wounded June 13,
1918, during the Battle of Belleau Wood, near Lucy le
Bocage, France. During theintense artillery barrage both
of Stephen’slegswere blown off by shellfire. In spite of
Stephen’s protests that he could not recover, Corporal
Joseph Daniel Sanders(1894-1987), Co. D, 2™ Engineers,



Volume 15, Issue 1 The Fair

Facs Gazette Winter 2018

carried the stricken officer through the intense artillery
barrage back to a dressing station. McGroarty died two
dayslater on June 15". Corp. Sanders was subsequently
cited for gallantry and received the Distinguished Service
Cross.

In hislast letter hometo hismother Stephenwrote:

“Itisall right tofed that war iswrong and that
thiswar ought to be stopped, but the person
who actually talks peace now isatraitor. Peace
will not comeuntil onesideor theother isbeaten
—absolutely beaten. When you don’t hear from
me, don’t worry. Inthearmy, no newsisgood
news. If anything happensyou will hear soon
enough.”

Stephen McGroarty wasinitially buried in aFrench
Civilian Cemetery in LaFerte Sous Jouarre, Seineet Marne,
France. Hewaslater disinterred and returned to the United
States onboard the U.SA.T. Wheaton, which sailed from
Antwerp, Belgiumon June 19, 1921 and arrived a Hoboken,
NJ, July 2, 1921. The Wheaton carried the remains of a
total of 5,827 officersand enlisted personnel. Stephenwas
reinterred at Arlington National Cemetery, Section 3, Grave
4472-EH, on July 20, 1921 with full military honors.

Stephen McGroarty isthethird cousin of Confederate
Lt. Gen. Simon Bolivar Bucker (1823-1914) and fourth
cousintoLt. Gen. Simon Bolivar Bucker, Jr. (1886-1945),
whowasKIA during WWII.

In 1920, theAmerican Legion, McGroarty-Stambaugh
Post No. 124, at 7118 Shreve Road, Falls Church, VA was
co-dedicated in hismemory. The Stephen P. McGroarty,
Post No. 27 of theAmerican LegioninWashington, DCis
alsonamed for him.

InJune 1921, aplaque with the names of 80 alumni
of the University of Virginiawho died during World Wer |
was unveiled at the Rotundain Charlottesville, VA. On
Armistice Day, November 11, 1931, President Herbert
Hoover dedicated the World War | Memorial for
Washingtonianswho lost their livesduring thewar. InApril
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1934, amarker and an elm tree were planted inthe yard of
the Falls Church Presbyterian Church by the members of
the Stephen P. McGroarty Post of theAmerican Legion. In
1936, a tree was also planted in memory of Stephen
McGroarty and Ral ph Stambaugh on the grounds of the
Madison School in Falls Church by the American War
Mothers.

WarnieVernon Mclntosh, Pvt., Medical Department,
Base Hospital Detachment, Camp Jackson, South
Carolina®

Warniewasborn February 25, 1891 in Washington,
D.C. Hewasthe son of L uther LeeMclntosh (1866-1917)
and Katherine M. Peyton (1864-1896).

He was employed as a messenger in the Indian
Office, U.S. Department of the Interior in 1914. He was
promoted to clerk that sameyear.®

Heregistered with the Fairfax County Draft Board
inJune 1917. In his draft registration he stated hewas a
clerk for the U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington,
D.C. Heindicated hisresidencewas Chesterbrook, Fairfax
Co., VA. Hefurther stated that he was single and that his
racewas caucasian. His physical descriptionwasrecorded
astall and medium build with brown eyesand black hair.

Warnie volunteered for army service on December
10, 1917. Hewas sent to basic training at Camp Jackson,
Columbia, SC. Hedied thereMay 10, 1918 of non-epidemic
cerebro-spinal meningitis, with pandemicinfluenza(aka
Spanish Flu) asacontributing cause of death.®

Warnie was the older half-brother of Carl Rogers
Mclntosh (1900-1957), thefirst Chief of the Fairfax County
Police Department (1940-1957).

Heisinterred at Oakwood Cemetery, Falls Church,
VA

John Russell Mitchell, Cpl., Company A, 116" Infantry
Regiment, 29" Infantry Division. Seria No. 1286998.

John was born October 6, 1895 at Ruckersville,
Greene Co., VA. Hewasthe son of John Russell Mitchell
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(1874-1903) and Elizabeth AeriaDeane (1877-1930) [m/2
Samuel A. Moorein 1910].

John Mitchell had previously servedintheVirginia
Nationa Guard, theAlexandriaLight Infantry, and had served
on the Mexican Border before being sent to France.®”

JohnMitchell registered withthe Fairfax County Draft
Board on June 5, 1917. In his draft registration he stated
was an assistant shipper for the Armor Co., Alexandria,
VA. Heindicated hisresidencewas 117 S. Henry Strest,
Alexandria, VA. He further stated that he was single and
that hisracewas caucasian. Heindicated that he had previous
military experienceintheVirginiaNationa Guard, Co. G, 1%
Virginialnfantry. Hisphysical descriptionwasrecorded as
medium height and dender build with blue eyesand black
hair.

He volunteered for army service on July 25, 1917.
Hisguard unit was nationdized and sent to Camp McCldlan,
Anniston, AL in September 1917 for infantry training.&

He departed Hoboken, NJon June 15, 1918 onboard
the U.SA.T. Finland, with 3,527 officersand enlisted men
for St. Nazaire, France, arriving there on June 27". His
next of kinlisted washismother, Elizabeth Mitchell of Burke,
VA ¥ Also onboard the Finland was Fairfax native Percy
Dove, Co. L, 116™ Infantry. The Finland, was part of a
twelve ship convoy that included the U.SA.T. George
Washington carrying Fairfax nativeWillieR. Fairfax.

Lt. Colonel Charles C. Bankhead, 116™ Infantry,
reported activity of the regiment from October 15— 17t;

“QOctober 15" — ... Regiment attacked at 7:50
o' clock. Objective MOLLEVILLEFARM and
the heights of BOIS DE LA GRANDE
MONTAGNE. ...Theenemy machinegunfire
was very heavy and enfilading, making the
advance very slow. The undergrowth in the
BOIS DE LA GRANDE MONTAGNE was
sothick that it wasimpossibleto |ocate these
machine gun nestswhich were pitsabout four
feet deep, well camouflaged, and enfilading the
numerous pitsrunning through the woods.

October 16" — ...The objective [heights of
BOISDE LA GRANDE MONTAGNE] was
reached at 15:35 0’ clock...line consolidated
and strengthened against counterattack.

17" —Regiment holding positionin BOISDE
LA GRANDE MONTAGNE. Resisted enemy
counterattack at 19:30 0’ clock. Enemy seemed
to be unable to locate our lines, one entire
German ration party captured by our troops,
numerous other incidents of captures and
casuatiesinflicted dueto enemy’suncertainty
reported.” %

The Operations Report of 1% Platoon, Company A
States:

“On the morning of the 16" our company
relieved Co. L, 116" Infantry, my platoon being
on the line, here we dug in meeting with
stubborn resi stancefrom machine gunnersand
snipers. On the morning of the 17" changed
our position ontheline. Many casualtiesfrom
meachinegunsand snipers, killed agood number
of Bocheduring theday. Relieved night of 17"
by Company of 2d Bn, 116" Infantry, and went
into reserve. Here we rested and policed up
equipment and dead bodies.” !

John Mitchell waskilled in action by asniper at Bois
de Grand Montagne (Grande Montagne Wood), France
October 17, 1918.% The siteisjust ashort distance from
Molleville Farm where Percy Dove, Co. L, 116" Infantry,
was KIA.

See Percy Jennings Dovefor further description of
the actionsof the 116" Infantry.

Johnwasinitially buried inthe American Cemetery
Romagne-sous M ontaucon-Meuse, France. Hewas later
disinterred and returned to the United States onboard the
U.SA.T. Cantigny, which sailed from Antwerp, Belgium
onJuly 21, 1921 and arrived at Brooklyn, NY onAugust 1,
1921. The Cantigny carried the remains of 1,400 officers
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Death Valley, Molleville Farm and Ravine, c. October 1918. Molleville Farm, 2018.
Photo source: Histotry of the 315" Infantry © 1920. Photo source: Google Earth
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Aid Station near Molleville Farm, October 1918. Aid Station near Molleville Farm c. 2018
Source: History of the 315th Infantry © 1920. Source: Google Earth

Aid Station near Molleville Farm. Note the narrow gauge railway = Narrow guage raliway near Molleville Farm c. 2018.
track. Source: History of the 315" Infantry © 1920. Source: Google Earth.
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and enlisted personnel .* John wasreinterred at Arlington
Nationa Cemetery, Section 18, Grave 2771, inAugust 1921
withfull military honors.

Arthur C. Morgan, Pvt., Company A, 550" Engineers
ServiceBattalion. Serial No. 4639994.

Arthur wasborn June 28, 1887 at Langley, Fairfax
Co., VA. Hewasthe son of George W. (1862-1920) and
MarthaMorgan (1865-777?).

Arthur was married to Mary A. Simmons (1886-
?7?7?27), June 22, 1910, Washington, DC.

Arthur Morgan registered with the Fairfax County
Draft Board on June 5, 1917. In hisdraft registration he
stated hewas afarm laborer for the U.S. Government at
theAgricultural Experimental Farm (U.S. Department of
Agriculture) in VA. Heindicated hisresidencewasHalls
Hill, Alexandria Co., VA. He further stated that he was
married and that his race was Negro. His physical
description wasrecorded asmedium height and build, with
black eyesand black hair, dightly bald.

The 550" Engineers Service Battalion trained at
CampA.A. Humphrey’s(now Fort Belvoir), VA and were
assigned to Service of Supply, inarmy slang SO.S,, and
genera construction dutiesin France.®

Arthur departed from Brooklyn, NY November 12,
1918 onboard the U.SA.T. Patriawith 1,055 officersand
enlisted men for France. His next of kin listed was his
mother, Helen Morgan of McLean, VA.

Arthur died of disease December 3, 1918. His
obituary appeared in the Evening Sar newspaper”

“Mr. Arthur Morgan, son of Mr. and Mrs.
George Morgan of Langley, Va, died in a
hospital in France, and our service flag will
bear a gold star for him. We extend our
sympathy to the stricken family.”%

Arthur wasinitidly buriedintheAmerican Cemetery
Lambazellec, Finistere Commune, France. Hewaslater
disinterred and returned to the United States onboard the
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U.SA.T. Princess Matoika, which sailed from Brest,
France on June 19, 1920 and arrived at Hoboken, NJon
July 21, 1920. The PrincessMatoika carried theremains
of 915 officersand enlisted personnel. Arthur reinterred
at Arlington National Cemetery, Section 19, Grave 58, on
August 3, 1920 with full military honors.

John E. Reed, Cpl., Company C, 16" Infantry Regiment,
1% Infantry Division. Seria No. 42314.

Johnwasb. 1898 in Washington, D.C. Heresided
2537 Fairmount Avenue, Baltimore, MD and McL ean,
Fairfax Co., VA.

Enlisted July 14, 1917 asaPvt., Co. |, 3¢ District of
Columbia Inf., National Guard. Pvt. Co, E, 163 Inf.;
promoted Cpl. Co. C, 16" Inf., 1% Div. On December 17,
1917, Pvt. John E. Reed, Co. E, 163 Inf., departed
Hoboken, NJonboard the U.SA.T. Leviathan with 3,673
officersand enlisted men for France. Hisnext of kinlisted
MorrisThompson, “friend.”% Transferredto Co. C. 16"
Inf., January 18, 1918.

OnJuly 18, 1918, the 16" Infantry Regiment, began
itsfirst offensive action of the war attempting to reduce
the St. Mihiel Salient. For three days the regiment met
stiff res stance and enemy counterattacks. Casuatieswere

heavy.

In a letter home, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a
French priest and stretcher-bearer in the 8" Moroccan
Rifles, wrote of the Americansand the action:

“We had the Americans as heighborsand |
had aclose-up view of them. Everyone says
thesame: They'refirst-rate troops, fighting
withintenseindividua passon (concentrated
on the enemy) and wonderful. They only
complaint onewould make about themisthat
they don't take sufficient care; they’re too
apt to get themselveskilled. Whenthey're
wounded, they maketheir way back holding
themselvesupright, dmost siff, impassve, and
uncomplaining. | don’tthink I’ ve ever seen
such prideand dignity in suffering. There's
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completecomradeship amongthemand us, born
fully-fledged under fire.

...I must tell you that during the night of the
21% and 22", | spent some minutesthat were
among the most dramatic of my life. Crossing
the hugefields of cornin‘noman'sland' ...
we came upon two wounded men ... with no
stretcher; meanwhilethe Boches hearing the
noise (for thewounded men weretalking and
groaning) began to spray thefield with shell
and machine-gunfire... wemanaged to carry
them on our backs, to the shelter of astranded
tank, while, to crown everything, an artillery
barrage was in full swing and aircraft were
dropping bombs. Before daybreak | wasable
to collect two complete teams, who finally

brought themin. yet how many other casuadties
wereleft lying, lost in themiddle of those great
corn fieldsbetween thelines.” ¥

On the morning of July 21, 1918 the 16" Infantry
pushed through the corn fields south of Soissons, cut the
Soissions-Paris Railroad and the Chateau- T hierry-Soisson
Road, key German supply lines. Their objective, Buzancy,
was in sight when they were halted by ferocious enemy
machinegun and artillery fire. On the night of July 22/23
they wererelieved by the 15" Scottish Division. Thefirst
task of the Scotswasto bury the many American dead still
lying in swathesin the corn fieldswherethey had fallen.

John Reed was mortally wounded in thisaction, July
22, 1918, near Buzancy (Rozieres-sur-Crise), Soissons,
France and hospitalized.® He was promoted to Corporal
October 4, 1918. He died of hiswounds on October 11,
1918 and wascited for Gallantry inAction.

Johnwasoriginally interred intheAmerican Military
Cemetery (#577), Brizeaux, Meuse, France. Hisbody was
later disinterred and returned to the United States onboard
theU.SA.T. Cantigny, which sailled from Antwerp, Belgium
November 26, 1921 and arrived at Brooklyn, New York,
December 7, 1921. The Cantigny carried the remains of
806 officersand enlisted men.*®

John was reinterred January 5, 1922 at Arlington
National Cemetery, Section 18, Grave 4074, with full military
honors.

Perry Robinson, Pvt., Headquarters Company, Casual'®
Detachment, 155" Depot Brigade (Notation indicates 35"
Co., 9" Training Battalion, 155" Depot Brigade).

Perry wasborn March 14, 1894 in Fairfax Co., VA,
son of Charlotte Lottie Robinson (1870-aft. 1945). He
resided at Barcroft, Fairfax Co., VA.

Perry Robinson registered with the Fairfax County
Draft Boardin June 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated
hewasalaborer for D.O. Munson, Fairfax County, VA. He

1=t U.S. Infantry Division Memorial at BuZal’le, France to the Indlcateci hlsr@dmcewas Barcroft Fai rfax CO- VA. He

2,200 divisional soldiers who died during the Battle of Soissions . .
(2nd Battle of the Marne), July 18-23, 1918. further stated that he was single and that his race was
27
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U.S. Army General Hospital No. 12 (aka Kenilworth Inn, Biltmore
Hospital) , Asheville, NC, c. 1918.
Source: D.H. Ramsey Library Special Collections, UNC, Asheville.

African. Hisphysica description wasrecorded astall and
of medium build with dark brown eyesand black hair. He
claimed exemption dueto support provided for hismother
and grandmother, (i.e. Lottie Robinson and Mary Gaskins
Robinson). The exemption wasdenied.

Perry was inducted into the army on October 26,
1917. He was sent to Camp L ee, Petersburg, VA where
hewas assigned to the“care of animals’ —likely horses.
He contracted asecondary lung condition, pleurisy, asa
result of bacteria infection. Hewastransferred tothe U.S.
Army Hospital #12, (a.k.a. Kenilworth Inn, Appalachian
Hall, or BiltmoreHospital) Asheville, Buncombe Co., NC.
Thishospital treated patients primarily with lung diseases
such astuberculosis. Perry died here October 23, 1918.
The cause of death waslisted aspleurisy suppurativewith
cardiac failure asa secondary cause.*

Perry Robinson isinterred at the Second Baptist
Church Cemetery, Falls Church, VA.

Raymond Rogers, Pvt.,, Company H, 318" Infantry
Regiment, 80" Infantry Division. Serial No. 1821770.

Ray was born March 20, 1893. He was the son of
Richard L. Dick Rogers (1872-7???) and EmmaDevers
(1870-bef. 1902). They resided at Accotink, Mt. Vernon,
Fairfax Co., VA.

Raymond Rogersregistered with the Fairfax County
Draft Board in June 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated
he was a farm laborer for the Mount Vernon Ladies
Memorial Association. Thisindicates that he worked at
Mount Vernon, the home of President George Washington.
He stated that his residence was “Mt. Vernon on the
Potomac, Va.” He further stated that he was single and
that hisrace was caucasian. Hisphysical descriptionwas
recorded astall and of medium build with gray eyesand
light brown hair.

Ray wasinducted into thearmy on November 6, 1917.
He was sent to Camp Lee, Petersburg, VA. On May 22,
1918, Ray departed Hoboken, NJ onboard the U.SA.T.
Leviathan with 10,583 officers, enlisted men and nurses
for Brest, France. His next of kin listed was his father,
Dick Rogers, of Accotink, VA .12

Ray waskilled in action on October 5, 1918:

“On October 51... Shortly after dawn another
attack was launched under cover of aheavy
artillery concentration on the Ferme de la
M adel eine and the entrenched position north
of the Bois de Ogons. This attack was to be
supported by tank, which, however, found it
impossible to go forward in the face of the
heavy hostilefire.” 1%

See George Bryant Dyer for afurther description of
the engagements of the 318" Infantry.

Ray wasorigindly interred intheAmerican Cemetery,
Senoncourt, Meuse, France. Hisbody waslater disinterred
and returned to the United Statesonboardthe U.SA.T. S.
Mihidl, which sailed from Antwerp, Belgium on December
4,1921 and arrived at New York, NY on December 16,
1921. The &. Mihiel carried the remains of 687 officers
and enlisted personndl.

Raymond Rogerswasreinterred at Arlington National
Cemetery on January 12, 1922, Section 18, Grave 3936,
withfull military honors.
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William “Willie” Joseph Sampson, Pvt., 9" Battalion,
Quartermasters Corps. Seria No. not found.

WilliewasbornAugust 1, 1894 in Washington, D.C.
He was an orphan by 1900. The census of 1900 records
the Willie, was“inmate” at Saint Ann’s Infant Asylum,
Washington, D.C. Hissisters, Maud and Mary Sampson,
were also inmates in the St. Vincent’s Female Orphan
AsyluminWashington, D.C.

In 1910, William Sampson wasemployed asa“Hired
Man” for William and Sanderson Cogen, at Centreville,
Fairfax Co., VA.

Willie Sampson registered with the District of
ColumbiaDraft Boardin June 1917. Inhisdraft registration
he stated hewasemployed asan attendant at . Elizabeth’s
[Hospita], Washington, DC. Heindicated hisresidencewas
. Elizabeth’s, Washington, DC. Hefurther stated that he
was single and that hisrace was Caucasian. Hisphysical
description wasrecorded asshort and of medium build with
bluegrey eyesand brown hair.

Williedied of pneumoniaOctober 9, 1918 at Camp
Joseph E. Johnston, Jacksonville, Florida. Heisinterred at
S. Mary of Sorrows Catholic Church Cemetery, Fairfax
Station, VA 1%

In 1935, his sisters Maud E. Medley, resided in
Brooklyn, NY and Mary T. Cadigan, resided in Dorchester,
MA.105

Ralph Sambaugh, Pvt., Company L, 38" Infantry
Regiment, 3" Division, United States Army. Serial No.
552452.

Ralph was born January 19, 1894 in Washington,
D.C. Hewasthe son of George Stambaugh (1850-1939)
andAliceR. Spitsnaugle (1862-1951). Hewasamember
of the Calvary Baptist Church in Washington, D. C.1%

The Stambuagh’s were from Ohio. When George
Stambaugh took a job with the United States Postal
Department he moved hisfamily to Washington, D.C. By
1896, they had relocated to Falls Church.

29

Ralph registered with the Fairfax County Draft
Board on June5, 1917. He stated hewas unemployed. He
further stated he had served three years previously asa
Corporal with the District of ColumbiaNational Guard.
Hehad enlisted in“High School Cadets’ at theMcKinley
Manua Training School in 1915.2” He claimed exemption
from the draft on account of deafness. The exemption
wasdenied. Hewasdescribed astall and of dender build,
with blue eyesand dark brown hair.

Ralph wasinducted into the army on October 26,
1917. He was sent to Camp Lee, Petersburg, VA. From
there hewas assigned to the 38" Infantry and sent to Camp
Green, NCfor additional training. OnMarch 30, 1918, he

el R

. e

Ralph Stambaugh, c. 1918
Evening Star, September 24, 1918, p. 9, c. 4.
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departed Hoboken, NJ onboard the U.SA.T. President
Lincoln with 4,645 officers and enlisted men for France.

SeeWalter Lewis Tavenner for afurther description
of the engagements of the 38" Infantry.

RalphwaskilledinactiononJuly 15, 1918. According
toahistory of McGroarty-Stambaugh Post No. 124 of the
American Legion, Ralph Stambaugh waskilled by ashell
fragment ashort distance from hiscompany headquarters
whileworking on some defenses. He apparently died from
loss of blood, duetolack of attention. After hisdeath, he
wasinitially buried intheAmerican Cemetery, Oise-Aisne,
France. Hisbody waslater disinterred and returned to the
United States onboard the U.SA.T. Wheaton, which sailed
from Antwerp, Belgium on June 19, 1921 and arrived at
Hoboken, NJon July 2, 1921. The Wheaton carried the
remainsof 5,827 officersand enlisted personnd . Ralph was
reinterred at Arlington Nationa Cemetery, Section 18, Grave
2518, September 1, 1921 with full military honors.

OnApril 8,1920 the M cGroarty-Stambaugh Post No.
124 wasorganized in Falls Church, VA and co-named for
Ralph Stambaugh. The Postislocated at 7118 Shreve Road
in FallsChurch.

OnNovember 11, 1921, Armistice Day, now known
as Veterans Day, atree was planted in front of the Falls
Church Episcopal Church in memory of Lt. Stephen
McGroarty and Pvt. Ralph Stambaugh by the Falls Church
Woman's Club and local school children.’®® Ralph’sname
isasolisted ontheWashington, D.C. WorldWar | Memoridl.

Walter LewisTavenner, Pvt., Company L, 38" Infantry
Regiment, 3" Division, United States Army. Serial No.
552459,

Walter was born December 16, 1889 at Unison,
Loudoun Co., VA. Hewasthe son of Mason Del Tavenner
(1860-1938) and Sarah SallieAnn Polen (1870-1947), of
FallsChurch, VA.

Walter registered with the Fairfax County Draft
BoardonJuneb5, 1917. Inhisdraft registration he stated

he was employed as atruck driver for the Texas Qil Co.
(Texaco), in South Washington, D.C. He indicated his
residence was West Falls Church, VA. He further stated
that he was single and that his race was caucasian. His
physical description wasrecorded as of medium height and
weight, brown eyesand dark brown hair.

Walter wasinducted into the army on September 18,
1917. He was sent to Camp Lee, Petersburg, VA. From
there hewasassigned to the 38" | nfantry and sent to Camp
Green, NCfor additional training. On March 30, 1918, he
departed Hoboken, NJ onboard the U.SA.T. President
Lincolnwith 4,645 officersand enlisted men for France.1®

At around midnight on July 15, 1918, the German
Army initiated amassive artillery barrage of poison gas,
high explosive, shrapnel and thermiteshells, against French
and American troops stationed near the French village of
Chateau-Thierry. The Germans had created a salient at
Chateau-Thierry and were intent on driving across the
MarneRiver, breaking theallied line, and capturing Paris.
The artillery barrage ended at 3:30 am. immediately
followed by a*“ creeping barrage”*'° to cover the German
advance. The 38" Regiment, 3 Division, to which Walter
Tavenner belonged, waspositioned inan arc dong thewest
side of the Surmelin River, which flowsdirectly into the
Marneesast of Chateau-Thierry, tovillage of Connigis. The
German plan was to cross the Marne, which is only 50
yardswide at this point, and capture the two roadswhich
ran north-south along the Surmerlin River. The Germans
intended on establishing a bridgehead across the Marne
utilizing pontoon boats over which their artillery could be
transported. With abridgehead acrossthe Marnethey could
then usethetwo roadsinthe Surmelinvalley to drivefor
Paris.

Asthe German attack unfolded, American and French
forceson both flanks of the 38" Regiment withdrew south
to higher ground, leaving the 38" regiment alone and
surrounded on three sidesby the advancing Germans. The
companies of the 38" were deployed in a defensive arc
fromtheMarneRiver along theeast sdeof SurmelinRiver.
Walter’scompany, “L”, was positioned near the haml et of
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Pontoon bridge across the Marne River, near Chateau Thierry.
Built by U.S. Engineers, July 1918.
Source: Boy’s Book of Battles © 1919.
Launay, France. During fourteen hoursof fighting, the 38"
regiment absorbed attacks from al three sides for two
German Divisions. The defensiveline of theAmericans
bent but did not break. They prevented the Germansfrom
crossing theMarnein force and establishing abridgehead.
In the process they earned the sobriquet the Rock of the

Marne.

Inhisreport, U.S. Mgjor General John J. Pershing
wrote of the event:

“A singleregiment of the 3 wrote one of the
most brilliant pagesin our military annualson
this occasion. It prevented the crossing at
certain pointsonitsfront, whileon either flank
the Germans who had gained a foothold,
pressing forward. Our men, firing in three
directions, met the German attacks with
counterattacks at critical points, which
succeeded in throwing two German divisions
into complete confusion capturing 600
prisoners.” 1

Following the failed German offensive, the
Americanswith their French aliescounterattacked forcing
aGerman retreat acrossthe entirefront. On July 21™ the
38" regiment crossed the Marne and established a
bridgehead us ng the same pontoon boatsthe Germanshad
intended to use. During the remainder of July and August
1918theallies pushed northeast repeatedly contacting and
engaging theretreating Germans. On July 24, 1918, the
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Village of Le Charmel, France, c. 1919. Note the Ruin of the
Chateau du Charmel in the distant background.
Source: Postcard
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38" Regiment and 3 Division had pursued the Germans
thru Argentoleto the southern outskirtsof thevillageand
chateau of Le Charmel. The Germans made adetermined
stand herein order to evacuatetheir artillery, ammunition
and the huge quantity of suppliesthey had brought up to
thefront but had not used intheir failed Marne offensive.2
The same day, twenty-nine-year-old Walter Lewis
Tavenner waskilled inaction near Le Charmel.

After hisdeath, Water Tavenner wasinitialy buried
intheAmerican Cemetery, Oise-Aisne, France. Hisbody
was later disinterred and returned to the United States
onboard the U.SA.T. Cantigny, which sailed from
Antwerp, Belgium on June 20, 1922 and arrived at
Brooklyn, NY on June 30, 1922. The Cantigny carried
theremainsof 182 enlisted personnd and 4 officers. Walter
Lewis Tavenner was reinterred in Arlington National
Cemetery on July 20, 1922 with honors.

Joseph Thompson, Pvt., 10" Provisional Replacement
Company. Serial No. 3165349.

Joewasb. May 30, 1886 inArcola, Loudoun Co.
VA. Hewasthe son of John F. Thompson and Gertrude
Lanham Humphries (1856-1942), stepmother.

Joeregistered with the Fairfax County Draft Board
onJune5, 1917. Inhisdraft registration he stated that he
was employed as a laborer for C.J. Costello, near
Leesburg, VA. Heindicated hisresidence was Herndon,
VA. Hefurther stated that he was single and that hisrace
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was caucas an. Hisphysical description wasrecorded as of
medium height and build with brown eyesand brown hair.
Healso indicated that he provided support for hismother
and claimed exemption from service base on this. His
exemption wasdenied.

Joewasinducted into thearmy on May 24, 1918 and
was likely sent to Camp Stewart, Newport News, VA for
training. On July 18, 1918, he departed Newport News, VA
onboard the U.SA.T. Pastores with 1,735 officers and
enlisted menfor France.

Joe Thompson died of diseaseon February 7, 1919.

On February 26, 1919, hisbody was shipped from St.
Nazaire, France onboard the U.SA.T. Rijndam, arrivingin
Newport News, VA onMarch 9, 1919. Hisnext of kinwas
listed as Gertrude Thompson, stepmother. Joseph was
reinterred in Chestnut Grove Cemetery, Herndon, VA.

Richard Weaver, Pvt., Company E, 810" Pioneer Infantry
Regiment. Serial No. not known.

Dick wasborn May 1895in Fairfax Co., VA. Hewas
the son of Lulu (Lola) Weaver, nephew of Washington &
LaviniaWeaver. 3

Richard registered with the Fairfax County Draft
Board on June5, 1917. In hisdraft registration he stated he
wasemployed asalaborer for Frank Peck at Herndon, VA.
Heindicated hisresidencewasHerndon, VA. Heindicated
that hewas singleand that hisracewasnegro. Hisphysical
description wasrecorded as short and of medium build with
black eyesand black hair.

Richard was inducted into the army June 18, 1918
and sent to Camp Greene, Charlotte, Mecklenberg Co., NC
for training. Richard died September 18, 1918, of acute
pneumonia, at the Camp Greene Base Hospital.

Heisburiedin Herndon, Fairfax Co., VA, the exact
locationisunknown.™**

George L. White, military unit is unknown. Serial No.
4015403.

Georgewasborn December 3, 1895 at FHoris, Fairfax
Co., VA. Hewasthe son of Henry Richard White (1866-
1956) and LeBerthaAnn Stuart (1873-1925). Georgewas
one of at least fifteen children, several of whom died in
infancy.

George White registered with the Fairfax County
Draft Board on June 5, 1917. In his draft registration he
stated was employed as awood chopper for “Mr. Beach,
(Hisboss)” at “Bellview, Va.” Heindicated hisresidence
was Herndon, VA. Heindicated that he provided partial
support for hisfather and mother. Hefurther stated that he
was single and that his race was negro. His physical
description was recorded as of medium height and build
with dark brown eyesand black hair, with theindex finger
of hisright hand missing.

Georgewasinducted into thearmy on July 16, 1918
and sent to Camp Meade, MD for training. Georgedied at
Camp Meade, MD on November 17, 1918.1*°* Hismother
wasthe beneficiary of a$3,731.00 U.S. Veterans Bureau
lifeinsurancepolicy.®

George's burial location is unknown. His parents,
Henry and LeBirthaWhite, areinterred at Chantilly Baptist
Church Cemetery.

Danidl Webster “Webb” 2" Williams, Pvt., Company B,
510" Engineers Service Battalion. Serial No. 1843968.

Webb was born March 30, 1887 in Washington Co.,
MD. Hewasthe son of Zachariah Williams (1855-777?).
Zachariah Williamsowned asmall farm at SenecaBottom,
Fairfax Co., VA. Webb married Elizabeth Jackson (1883-
??7?7), September 25, 1917, in Washington, D.C.

Webb Williams registered with the Fairfax County
Draft Board on June 5, 1917. In his draft registration he
stated he was employed as a laborer in farming by S.F.
Reid, Fairfax Co., VA. Heindicated his residence was
Herndon, VA. He also indicated that he provided for his
mother. He further stated that he was single and that his
race was negro. Hisphysical description wasrecorded as
tall and of medium build with black eyesand black hair.
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Webb was inducted into the army on November 6,
1917 and sent to Camp L ee, Petersburg, VA. He departed
from Hoboken, NJ, March 22, 1918 onboard the U.SA.T.
Powhatan with 1,712 officersand enlisted menfor France.
Hisnext of kinlisted washiswife, Elizabeth LizaeWilliams
of Herndon, VA.

Webb died of disease October 31, 1918.

He was initially buried in France. He was later
disinterred and returned to the United States onboard the
U.S.A.T. Princess Matoika, which sailed from
Southampton, England on May 11, 1920 and arrived at
Hoboken, NJ on May 23, 1920. The Princess Matoika
carried theremainsof several thousand officersand enlisted
personnel.

Webb'sburia locationisunknown.
Epilogue

Each of thesemen from Fairfax County, VA did their
duty when called on to do so. Each died alone far from
home. Each deserve the honor and respect now duethem
indeath, aswell asthe thanks of generationsto come.
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ThelL ocomotiveFairfax: Abrief History
Thelocomotives produced for the Orange & Alexandria
Railroad wered| named after counties(or places) through
whichtheline passed.
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Fairfax News of
50 Years Ago

Retarded Center
Plans to Be Aired

A proposed architectural plan
for the Northern Virginia
Regional Training Center and
Hospital for the Mentally
Retarded will be displayed at 7
p.m. tomorrow in the hospitality
room of the Coca-Cola bottling
plant’ at 5401 Seminary Rd., A
exandria.

The 500-bed facility will be
built on a 95-acre tract east of
Fairfax City. A $2.3 million re-
quest for construction has been
made to the General Assembly
for the ital that will serve
Fairfax, Arlington, Prince Wil-
liam, Loudoun and Fauquier
Counties, along with the cities of
Fairfax, Falls Church and Alex-
andria.

The meeting will be sponsored
by the Northern Virginia Asso-
.ciation for Retarded Childrea.

Evening Star, January 21, 1968, p. B-5, c. 8.

The Northern Virginia Training Center was closed in 2016. The facility will
be be demolished. and replaced with an age restricted senior living facility
designed to allow seniors to age in place.

34

School Plan

Rejected in
Fairfax City

Fairfax City wvoters, turning
out in light numbers yesterday,
rejected a $4.5 million proposal
by the Fairfax County school
system to convert Sidney Lanier
Intermediate School into a
2,000-pupil, 4-year high school,
and to make Fairfax High
School an intermediate school.

Evening Star, April 12, 1968, p. B-5, c. 3.

100 Years Ago

“ TO OUST OIL LAMPS

Fairfax Court House Yields to Mod"

ern Ideas and Electricity.

FAIRFAX, Va, January 17.—Within
a short time the old courthouse and
other bulldings on the courthouse green
here will ba lighted by electricity in
place of the coal oil lamps that have:
been used since coal oil was discovered.

At the last meeting of the county
board of supervisors a contract was
made with an electrical lighting con-
cern for the Installation of a plant to

light the courthouse, jall and clerk’'s
office. About two weeks will be re-
aulred to install the plant and wire the
buildings. Many homes in thia sectlion
have had private lighting plants in-
stalled in them in the past year.

Evening Star, January 17, 1917, p. 10, c. 3.
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100 Years Ago

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
BY RED CROSS CHAPTER

Fairfax Coufity Organization Fills
Positions Made Vacant by

Besignations.

At a recent meeting of Fairfax Chap-
ter of the Red Croas, at Fairfax Coust
House, the. following officers were
elected to take the places made vacant
by the resignation of their predeces-
sors: Chairman, R. Walton. Moore:
vice chairman, Mrs. M. D. Hall; treas-
uger, Dr. Frank Huddleston; secretary,
Mrs. J. 8. Barbour.

The new chairman's home being at
Fairfax Court House, hesddquarters of
the chapter have been established there,

The electign was made neceasary by
the resignation of Mrs. Mary M. North,
organizer and chairman of the chapter,
who was compelled to give up the posi-
tion because of pressure of other war
work In which she is engaged. The
olher officers resigned for the same rea-
RO, .

Phe chapter has about €00 members,
inecluding three life members, and since
its organization a few years ago has
established auxiliarles at Vienna, Fair-
fax Court House, Clifton, Herndon, Mc-
Lean, Great Falls, Franklin Park,
Floris, Oakton and in Mount Vernon
district.

It has given a fully equipped ambu-
lance and a motor-cycle to the Red
Cross field service, these now being in
use by the ambulance section In France
commanded by Maj Ryan Devereux.

Evening Star, March 19, 1917, p. 24, c. 4.
For many years the Fairfax Red Cross was located in the former homes of

John S. Barbour on Chain Bridge Road. It is home commercial office space
and the location of Good Times Restaurant.

e pr—
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150 Years Ago

A Jetter from Fairfax Courthouse, dated 224, says:

An old bed-ridden colored man named Lewis
Cuitis, was consumed by fire, on Fiiday last, on the
late Dr, Hunlet's farm, near here, topecher with his
cebin. A man who stayed withk him had left the
cabin, and it is sappposed Lis bed eaugbt fiom a
spark.
Richmond Whig, January 28, 1868, p. 4, c. 2.

JoHN GBAY, of Hiramsburg, Ohio, who is iz his 105th
year, and the youngest of the Revolutionary soldiers
living, was born at Fairfax Cowurthouse, Va., January
6th, 1764, During the Revoiuticn he worked on the
Mount Vernon estate for Washington, with the slaves
of the general. Xur. Gray’s father fell at White Plians,
in 1780, and soon after, the son enlisted at tne early age
of 16. He served till the rlose of the war, and was
mustered ont air Riclmond, Va. He states that he was
engaged in several battles, and was present at the sur-
render of Cornwailis at Yorktown. He says he was
«michty tough® when Loy, and outmarched big,
heavy men; that he has votel at every Presidential
election, and hopes to vote once more, and that his last
vote will be given for the great soldier, General Grazt.

&

Frank Leslie's Illustrated, February 22, 1868, p. 12, c. 1.

e —p 4 —

200 Years Ago

I wish to employ immediately one or
two boot wotkmen, who may find
‘constant employment. ELIJAH OGDEN,
Fairfax Court House, Jan. 8.
A/exdndn_':z_Hmz/d, January 22, 1818, p. 3-, <2

During the first quarter of the 19th c. Richard Ratcliffe encourage merchant
and tradesmen to relocate to Fairfax C.H., also known as Providnce.



.’21nN4 ay1 Bunossioid ‘1sed ayl buiniesald,,

0€022 VA ‘Xejed

P9NIS URIN 6020T

JuapIsald ‘Ui "' uyor
ou| ‘AlID Xejlle4 0LIOISIH - SSaJppY UINiBy

The Newdletter of
Historic Fairfax City, Inc.

The Fare Facs Gazette © 2018
Editor: William Page Johnson, |1

E-mail: historicfairfax@aol.com
Website: www.historicfairfax.org




