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Andy’s mother, Ella, was the daughter of
Benjamin“Ben” Johnson, Jr. (1841-1915) and Virginia
Jane Catherine“ Jennie” Gaskins (1838-1923).* Ben
Johnson, Jr., Andy’smaternal grandfather, wasborn
inFairfax County, Virginia, August 19, 1841, theson
of former Prince William County slave Benjamin
Johnson, Sr. (1789-1879) and Bessie Harris.>® Ben
and Jennie Johnson lived inasmall cabin south of the
railroad tracks near the intersection of what is now
the Fairfax County Parkway and the Burke Center
Parkway. The exact location is believed to be 5960
& 5967 Fairview Woods Drive, Fairfax Station,
Virginia’ Ben, J. died of scomach cancer at hishome,
December 7, 1915 and was buried near Clifton,
Virginia”® Andy’s maternal grandmother, Jennie
Gaskins, was born in Loudoun County, March 26,

1838. Shediedin Fairfax County, May 18, 1923, of 4, 4rew B.

Andrew B. “Andy” Smith
A Legacy inaGesture

by William Page Johnson, 11

| feel so fortunate for having grown up in Fairfax. The
experiences| have had and the people| haveencounteredin my life
| would not tradefor anything. Andy Smith wasoneof those people.

Andrew Beedel Smith was born May 23, 1911 in asmall
cabinin Fairfax Station, Virginia! Hewasoneof ten children born
toAlfred Smith (1870-1916) and Margaret EllaJohnson (1869-1945).2 Sadly,
only six of the Smith children, al boys, survived to adulthood. Andy’sfather,
Alfred Smith, was born in Warrenton, Fauquier County, Virginiain February

“Andy” Smith, 1976. Photo courtesy of T. Wayne Gauthier

Continued on Page 5 ﬁg



Volume 15, Issue 3

The Fair

Facs Gazette Summer 2018

From the Desk of the President-

Late Summer 2018

Historic Fairfax City, Inc. isindeed fortunateto
haveregular accessto out splendid Blenheim Civil War
Interpretive Center. Wehave our monthly Board meetings
there, and it isthe scene of our annual Taste of theVine
event, which iscoming up on Friday, September 28,
2018. Itishardto believethat the Civil War Interpretive
Center opened 10 yearsago; sothisyear wewill celebrate
its 10th anniversary! When you visit the Interpretive
Center, you arelikely toruninto Dr. ChrisMartin, the
City’s Director of Historic Resources. Dr. Martin is
constantly engaged in the ongoing renovation of historic
Blenheim and does afantastic job bringing the house back
to its original glory and at the same time making it
accessibletovistors.

Sothisyear therearelots of reasonsto celebrate
a the Taste of the Vineevent! Thewinesdectionswill be
provided by Slater Run Vineyards of Upperville. Chris
Patuskey, the co-proprietor of thevineyard will be present
to describe their wines and tell some stories about the
Slater family (hiswife and co-proprietor, Kiernan, isa
Slater). Food will be provided by one of our newest
Fairfax City restaurants, Pampa Sazone, which serves
Argentineand Latinfusonfood that will pleeseyour pdate!

Taste of the Vineisagood timeto get together
withfriendsand neighborsand at the sametimeto support
HFCI anditsmission of encouraginginterest in our local
history and supporting the preservation of our considerable
historic resources. | look forward to seeing you there.

JohnA. C.Keith

———————-OHQ‘—————'——

Visit us on the web:

HFCI Webgtd

http:/Mamw.higtoricfairfax.org
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At the Fairfax Museum
and Historic Blenheim...

Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center

TheFairfax Sory - Hamill Gallery. Permanent Fairfax
history exhibition.

“ Chalkboardsto Smartboards: Public Schoolsin the
County of Fairfax and Fairfax City” - Gano Gallery.
Thisexhibition exploresthe history of County and City
public schoolsfromtheir creation, massive devel opment
and growth periods; from segregated school stointegration;
changing technol ogies; new structures and notable and
everyday students. Through mid-July 2017.

Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center “ Second
Sunday” Programs

Programs are held at 2 p.m. on the second Sunday of
each month. Unless otherwise noted, programsare held
at the Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center, 10209 Main
Street. Free (unless noted). Check back to find out about
additional programs planned throughout the year.
Information: 703-385-8414.

Sunday, October 14, 2 p.m.
“The Asian-American Experience in Northern
Virginia”

A roundtablediscussion highlighting storiesof theAsan-
American community in Fairfax County.

Sunday, November 11 2 p.m.
“Women of Resilience: Daughters of the American
Revolution Service in World War 1”

JoinTracy Elizabeth Robinson, CA, Director of Archives
and Higtory at the DA R Headquartersin Washington, D.C.,
for atak onthedifferent rolesand servicesDAR members
performed during World War |.

Sunday, December 6, 2 p.m.

“Holiday cheer, music, and refreshments’

Stop by Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center for some
holiday cheer. Enjoy freeseasona music and refreshments
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whileshopping for thosespecid Fairfax and Virginiagifts,
including the 2018 White House Christmas Ornament,
honoring President Harry S. Truman.

D - 4 E———— .

Civil War Interpretive Center at Historic Blenheim

PERMANENT EXHIBITION
“Blenheim’s Civil War Soldier Signatures: A Diary
onWalls’ . Explorestheloca Fairfax Court House history
and the experiences of soldierswhowroteonthewallsof
theWillcoxonhome (Higtoric Blenheim.) Thereplicaattic
isalife-sized replicaof the house attic that showsthe
clearest graffiti inthehouse.

Historic Blenheim Civil War Interpretive Center Program
SeriesProgramsarefreeand held at 2 p.m. on Saturdays
(unless otherwise noted) at the Civil War Interpretive
Center at Historic Blenheim, 3610 Old Lee Highway.
Information: 703-591-0560.

Saturday, September 22, 2 p.m.
“Women Soldiers of the Civil War.”

Tracey Mclntireand Audrey-Teller Scanlan will speak
about the experience of morethan four hundred women
who disguised themsda vesasmen and served intheUnion
and Confederate armiesduring the Civil War. They will
exploreindividua stories, gender rolesand military culture
of theera

Saturday,October 27, 2 p.m.
“Real v. Reel: A Closer Look at the Medicine of
‘Mercy Street.’”

Sometimesthetruthisstranger thanfiction. Whenweatching
the portrayasof Civil War medicineit can behardto know
whichiswhich. Rewatch somenotable scenes, and separate
themedical and historical basisfor thedramafromthe
“TV magic.” Looking at thePBS original series”Mercy
Street”, Jake Wynn, the Program Coordinator at the
Nationa Museum of Civil War Medicine, will look at what
themedical dramagot right and wrong about Civil War
medicine.

Saturday, November 3, 2 p.m.

You are invited to the Historic Blenheim Site 10th
Anniversary Celebration! Talks, toursand new discoveries.
Learn about the City’s acquisition of the historic site,
preservation and restoration updates, and new discoveries!
Tourswill beoffered into the house at Noon, 1pm, and
2pm. Taks, gallery exhibitions, including thereplicaattic,
refreshments and activities will be in the Civil War
Interpretive Center.

Saturday, November 17, 2 p.m.
“Ever theGray Ghost: Colonel John Singleton
M osby and the L incoln Conspiracies”

How much did M osby know, and washe complicitinan
attempt to murder the President of the United States?In
hisnew book, author Dave Goetz offersnew insightsand
focuses on numerous attemptsto captureor kill Abraham
Lincolnandisthefirst towriteabook considering Mosby
asanintegrd part of theLincoln conspiracies.

Sunday, December 2, Noon-4 p.m.

SPECIAL TIMEAND DATE
“Christmasin Camp and Makingdo at Home.”

Engagein holiday customsof Civil War soldiersand
civiliansat home, 703.591.6728 for scout reservations.

__N_—_—{**’.——_‘,,,_

Other Information of | nter est

Volunteer sand Docentsare sought for thecity’shistoric
buildings: Retdliffe-Allison-Pozer House, Historic Blenheim
and the Civil War Interpretive Center and Fairfax Museum
and Visitor Center. Additionally, volunteers may be
interested inasssting withwalking toursand specia events.
For information email Susan.Gray@fairfaxva.gov, or call
703-385-8415.

Sdect historic buildingsareopen during city specid events,
including the Chocolate Lovers Festival, Civil War
Weekend, Independence Day Celebration, Fall Festival
and Festival of Lightsand Carols. To arrange group tours
of city-owned historic buildings email
Susan.Gray @fairfaxva.gov or call 703-385-8414.
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The city has published afree self-guided walking tour
brochure that provides a brief history of the city and
noteworthy buildingsin the Old Town Fairfax Historic
Didrict. ThisbrochureisavailablefromtheFairfax Museum
and Visitor Center, 10209 Main Street. 703-385-8414.

Sdect higtoric buildingsareopen during city specid events,
including the Chocolate Lovers Festival, Civil War
Weekend, Independence Day Celebration, Fall Festival
and Festiva of Lightsand Carols. To arrangegroup tours
of city-owned historic buildingsemail. 703-385-8414.

TheHigtoric Digtrict waslisted in the Nationa Register of
Historic Placesin 1987. It includesavariety of building
and monument typesand styles, including:

Fairfax Courthouse (1800)
Ratcliffe-Allison House (1812)
Joshua Gunnell House (¢.1830)
William Gunnell House(c.1835)
Ford House (€.1835)

Fairfax Elementary School (1873)*
Old Fairfax Jail (1885)

Old Town Hall (1900)

Marr Monument (1904)

*Fairfax Elementary School wasconvertedintothe Fairfax
Museum & Visitor Center in 1992.

Exhibition at Ratcliffe-Allison-Pozer House

Location: 10386 Main Street, Fairfax, VA 22030
Open Saturdaysfrom 11am-2pm May-October for free
tours; or call 703.385.8414 for tour appoi ntment.

“Dr. Kate Waller Barrett: Mother to Many” -
Exhibitionexaminesthelifeof thisprominent socid reformer
of the Progressive Era, who saved the early 19th-century
Ratcliffe-Allison-Pozer Housefrom demolitionin 1923.

e — ) ——
In a Future Issue...

Fairfax Herald & Hawhurst's Store.  These two
longtimeFairfax businessesoccupied Lot #12intheorigind
plan of the Town of Providence (now Fairfax). They were
located onthes.e. corner of Main Street and Chain Bridge

Road.

150 Years Ago contd.

did with the stockade that was around it, cte.
Io this old court house I whiled away many a
lonesome hour at a gamo of euchro or checkors.
I notice the escape of ;:risane:a from tho old
jail in which *‘our boys’’ used to be confined
for gettiog ‘‘on a bigh,” though we were
compelled to keep a guard at the door. This
guard was given the couotersign every evening,
and almost alwaysin so loud a voice that acertain
young lady living near by could not help heariog
if she desired. The fact that she had the coun-
tersign was soon kuown at Brigade Headquar-
ters, and this was sufficiect for Gen, Gamble to
fix the blame oo a certain Lieutenant who was
shamefully abused ip the presenceof all the
officers of the station or post.  We often thought
that Gen. G, had visions of Col. Mosby's visit
to the prizate quarters of Col. Stough Shrm !
IGMA.

Alexcandria Gazette August 14, 1868.

200 Years Ago

Doet, CIIARhEﬂ:.-B; STCART
Hipentl‘ullf offers hin professional services
to the publicgin the prictice of Surgery;
Physic and M¥lwifery: ‘He may be found
alé r. Joln Bronavgl's, fkd
- Centreville, Fﬂiﬂgﬂ co. Va. 3t

_Septembef 5. LAy

Alexcandria Gazette, September 7, 1818.
Note: John Bronaugh also operated a tavern at Fairfax C.H. in the 1820s.

_‘__—__*.*Q—...._‘ _—

DUES ALERT

If you have not paid your annua Historic Fairfax City,
Inc. duesthey are now due. Please remit based on the
schedulebd ow. Annua duespaymentsshould bemade
out and sent to: Higtoric Fairfax City, Inc., 10209
Main Street, Fairfax, VA 22030.
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astrokeandwasburiedin“LittleZion Cemetery,” Clifton,
Virginia.® Jennie Gaskins Johnson was the daughter of
Glasco Gaskins (1792-aft. 1880) and AnnieHarris.

Glasco, or “ Glasgow,” Gaskinsand Annie Harris,
Andy's great-grandparents, were both slaves of Robert
“Councillor” Carter, I11, Esg. (1728-1804) of Nomini
Hall, Westmoreland County, Virginia. 1n 1754, Robert
Carter, 11l married Frances Ann Tasker (1738-1787),
daughter of Benjamin Tasker (1690-1768), President of
the Kings Council for the Colony of Maryland. After his
wife'sdeathin 1787, Robert Carter, |11 convertedto the
Swedenborgian faith'® which held that slavery was
immoral. Beginningin 1791, Carter began to freealmost
all of hismorethan 500 daves. The process, which began
during Carter’slifetime, took morethan twenty years. It
remains the largest manumission of slavesby asingle

[on

Photo of Fairfax County 1953, Tax Map

Aerial

individual inthehistory of the United States.**'23 More
than thirty of Robert Carter’s manumitted slaves with
surnames of Allen, Burke, Harrisand Gaskins settled in
Fairfax County. Many of their descendantstill residein
Fairfax County.™

Andy’s parents, Alfred and Ella, were married on
May 10, 1893 at her father's homein Fairfax Station.™
After their marriageAlfred and Ella Smith leased asmall
cabinonthefarm of Thomas Daingerfield Addison about
aquarter milenorthwest of the depot. Thiscabin survived
until the early 1970’s when it was heavily damaged by
HurricaneAgnesin 1972 and demolished shortly theresfter.
Theexact locationtoday is5725 SmokeRise Lane, Fairfax
Station, Virginia’®

Andy grew upinthesegregated Jim Crow era. Life
washard, especidly for African-Americans. Fairfax Sation

Grid 76-2 & 77-1. https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/maps/aerial-photography

Fairfax County Historical Imagery Viewer, Office of GIS & Mapping, Fairfax County, VA
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resident, ThelmaTaylor, who wasbornin 1909, recalled
Andy as a young boy dancing for pennies in front of
Swetnam’'sStore.r” Andy’sfather diedin 1916 when Andy
wasjust fiveyearsold. Heleft school after the 2™ grade
and went to work as afarm laborer to help support the
family. Ashegrew older, Andy worked at odd jobs, doing
whatever he could to earnaliving. Fairfax resident Benny
Leonard remembered competing with Andy for lawn
mowing jobs.’®

In 1940 Andy registered with the Selective Service
for World War I1. At that time he indicated that he was
employed by Dr. F.M. Brooks.* Dr. Frederick Mortimer
Brooksresided on afarm on Ox Road (Rt. 123) opposite
of what isnow the Country Club of Fairfax. Andy did not
serveduringWorld War 11 likely dueto hisage. However,
hewasknown to have walked with alimp most of hislife
fromduetoaleginjury or deformity.

WhileAndy does not appear to have had any legal
troubleduring hislife, hislargeextended family occassondly
did. Asan example, in June 1947, after several hours of
drinking at the Bull Run Dance Hall, a segregated beer
parlor aong Bull Run at the Stone Bridge, Andy’ snephew,
Benjamin Frederick “Bennie” Smith (1917-1982), tried
to break up an argument between hiss ster, Frances Smith,
and aman named Nobel Jackson. Bennieleft the dance
hall with hissister, Francesalong with Nellieand Ellene
Colbert. They were followed outside by Nobel Jackson
and Lawrence Parker. Bennielater gave the following
statement to the Fairfax County Police:

“1 got my sister out...and we left there and
started home. Between there and Centreville,
Nobel Jackson [with Lawrence Parker] tried
towreck meby hitting my truck with hiscar. |
then stopped at the Esso Station at Centreville,
Virginiaand asked themto call thepolice, but
they refused. While we were at the service
station Nobel Jackson stated to me* start down
the road and | would see,” meaning he was
goingtowreck me. I, instead of coming down
the lee highway, went down the back road,

across Braddock Road and he met me at
Piney Branch and tried to wreck me again,
but | managed to get by himand | then came
on home. When | got home | went into the
house and my sister went into her house, a
trailer, | heard him arguing with her. | then
picked up my rifleand went out by thetrailer
and called to Nobel Jackson to come out and
when hedid | shot him. When| shot hefell to
theground and started crawling, a thistimea
couple of people taook me by the arm and
led me back to the house. | then stayed at the
houseuntil the officer arrived and gave mysdlf
upincludingtherifle”%

Themurder of Nobel Jackson took placeat Bennie
Smith’s home located at 11610 Lee Highway, Fairfax,
just west of Kamp Washington.* Benniewasindicted for
murder, tried and sentenced to 20 yearsin prison. Hewas
paroled after fiveyears.

By the 1950'sAndy wasworking for the Farr family
as alaborer on the 150-acre Farr tract of land located
south of the Town of Fairfax. Thistract of |land wasowned
by former Fairfax County Commonwealth’s Attorney,
Wilson Mahone Farr and hissister-in-law, ViolaMarigold
Farr Orr, thewidow of Richard Ratcliffe Farr. The Farr
tract adjoined the traditional and segregated African
American community of School Street tothenorthinthe
Town of Fairfax.

In 1949, through the generosity of the Farr family,
Andy began living in a 1940's vintage camper trailer
situated on the northwest corner of the 150-acre Farr tract.
Histrailer fronted on Ox Road (Rt. 123) and was Situated
next door to, and south of , the two-story frame home of
Wade Perry, aformer dave. Andy may havefirstlivedin
theWade Perry house until it became uninhabitable.?? At
thetime, therewasno electricity, running water, sanitary
facilities or trash removal in this part of Fairfax. Andy
obtained water from awell located across Ox Road. He
used an outhouse behind histrailer. Heburned histrashin
abarrel. What could not be burned was simply dumped
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on hissmall lot. As aresult, there was a constant and
significant pile of bottlesand rusting cans strewn around
histrailer.

According to a contemporary newspaper, Andy
never paid any rent for theland on which histrailer sat.
However, Anne Farr Lewis, the daughter of Wilson M.
Farr, disagrees and recently divulged the true financial
arrangement that existed between her father and Andy
Smith, “ Andy was quite acolorful character. Hewould
come to my father’s office to pay his annual rent of
$1.00.”% Clearly, Andy was no bum.

It was during thistime that Andy began to endear
himself to the people of Fairfax. From his prominent
location on Ox Road, Andy would sit on hissmall front
porch and wave at every passing motorist.

“When he's out-of-doors and not working,
Andrew Smithwavesand smilesat each car

that passes. It's a pleasant experience in a
hurried day.”?*

Andy’slifewassimple, in addition to mowing lawvns
and working occasiona odd jobs, he hunted and fished to
supplement hisdiet. He collected discarded sodabottles
for the nickel return deposit. It was clear to everyone,
including Fairfax Station resident, Lee Hubbard, that
Andy’scircumstanceswerevery low. Lee, whoisaretired
Fairfax County policeofficer, recently related that if he
hadn’t seen Andy for awhile hewould stop into check on
himand occasiondly bring him freshgame. Andy gratefully
accepted with thequip * You bring meanything that'sedible
and!’ll eatit.” >

Asachildinthe early 1960s, | too, remembered
Andy and his yellow dog Bruno, vividly. My paternal
grandmother, Edna Sisson Johnson Eanes, lived on Groves
Lane south of Fairfax. Wevisited her houseregularly. On
eachvigt, | eagerly anticipated passing Andy’strailer and

T et Ntk
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Fairfax County Historical Imagery Viewer, Office of GIS & Mapping, Fairfax County, VA
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thesmileand wavethat | knew would greet me. | distinctly
remember being disappointed if he and Bruno were not
out front aswe passed by.

The 1950'sand 60’swasatimeof great changein
Fairfax. The post-World War 11 housing and baby booms
werein full swing. In 1958 the Fairfax Town Council
voted to purchase the 150-acre Farr tract from Wilson
M. Farr and hissister-in-law, ViolaMarigold Farr Orr,
thewidow of Richard Ratcliffe Farr. In 1959 the citizens
of the Town of Fairfax then donated theland tothe Board
of Vigitorsof the University of Virginia. George Mason
Collegeof theUniversity of Virginiawasto relocatefrom
Bailey’s Crossroadsto the former Farr tract south of the
Town of Fairfax. Progresswas about to overtake Andy
Smithand hisway of life.

Inearly 1962 Andy’snow badly dilapidated trailer
stood directly inthe path of the extension of University
Driveto Ox Road then under construction. Theextension
would provide accessto the new college campusfrom
thesouth. Andy’sold trailer was unceremonioudy shoved
out of the way afew feet to the northeast corner of the

new intersection. Also that spring anew sign announcing
therelocation of George Mason Collegewasalsoingtaled
on the southeast corner of the new intersection.

Construction of thefirst four buildings of the new
Fairfax campusof George Mason Collegebeganin 1963
and was completed by the late summer of 1964. A large
dedication ceremony was planned for November 12, 1964.
VirginiaGovernor Albertis S. Harrison, Jr. and ahost of
other dignitarieswere schedul ed to attend and speak. As
that date approached, the dilapidated condition and
location of Andy’s trailer presented a problem for the
collegeleadership. The main entranceto the new college
campusfrom the south was now aroutethat went right by
Andy’sramshackletrailer. Sometimethat summer Andy
and Bruno were notified that they wereto be evicted.?®

Andy’sancient trailer, which had been hishomefor
15 years, wasin bad shape. Plastic covered the roof to
keep out the elements. The exterior panels were loose
and rusty. Withitstireslong gone, thetrailer framewas
suspended on old cinder blocks. In short, it wasnot up to
being moved any distanceat al. Evenif it were, therewas

The travel/camper trailer used by Andy Smith from 1949 to 1964. The trailer, possibly a 1947 or '48 Westcraft 24 ft. Westwood Coronado,
was located on the northeast corner of the Farr tract, later George Mason College/University and the corner of Ox Road (Rt. 123) and

University Drive.

Photo credit: The Advocate, 1965, George Mason College Yearbook, George Mason University Libraries, Special Collections.
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no placeto moveit. At thisprecise moment Andy’smany
friends, the very peopleto whom he offered thesimple
gesture of asmileand wave, cameto hisrescue. InAugust
1964, Mr. Luther T. Donaldson, then the Manager of
Fairfax Auto Body, established the Andrew Smith Fund
tosolicit fundsfor the purchase of anew trailer for Andy.
Mr. Donaldson, along with Mrs. Gertrude Burner of
Fairfax Auto Body, Mr. Andy Cooper of ViennaAuto
Body, and Mrs. Clay (Virginia) Joyner of the City of
Fairfax, served as trustees of the Smith Fund. When
contacted recently and asked if he werethe same L. T.
Donaldson who worked for Fairfax Auto Body, Mr.
Donaldson now aged 84 years old and a resident of
Morris, Alabama, stated, “ Son, | have done everything
from making moonshineto teaching college, and yes, |
worked for Fairfax Auto Body.”

Throughtheeffortsof L uther Donaldsonand others,
thecommunity rallied behind Andy Smith and very soon
thefundswereraised and anew, used, trailer purchased.
But therewas till the problem of whereto put it.

Newly elected Fairfax Mayor, Edgar A. Pritchard,
who took office in September 1964, facilitated the
placement of the newly acquired trailer at the Sewage
Treatment Plant (now the City of Fairfax Property Yard)
on Pickett Road. You will not find these factsrecorded
anywhereintheminutesin the Fairfax City Council —all

of Ox Road (Rt. 123) and University Drive.
Photo credit: Page Johnson, September 2018
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of thiswasaccomplished on ahandshake. Perhapstojudtify
alowinganindividud toliveon public property, Andy was
unofficialy known asthe Night Watchman of the Sewage
Treatment Plant. Whilethe plant locationwasnot ided, a
crisisfor agentle soul wasaverted. Andy wasto live here,
rent-free, with freewater and sewer facilitiesfor therest
of hislife.

The Sewage Treatment Plant was|ocated directly
across Pickett Road from Thiass Park, the Fairfax Little
League baseball fields. Thus, Andy Smith was able to
endear himself to awhole new generation—thechildren of
Fairfax Little League. Just ashe had doneearlier from his
trailer on Ox Road, Andy would sit out in front of the gate
of the plant and smile and wave to passing motoristson
Pickett Road. However, at this location Andy took on
another role. On weekendswhen therewasalot of traffic
duetolittleleaguegames, Andy would get out inthemiddie
of adusty Pickett Road and direct traffic. Pickett Road
wasthenanarrow two-lanegravel road. TheCity of Fairfax
Police Department, probably out of fear for his safety,
supplied Andy with ayedlow safety vest and even awhistle.
Andy’sattemptsat traffic control were comical to say the
least. Asaresult, every Fairfax Little Leaguer of thelate
60'sand early 70’'sfondly remembersAndy Smith.

In 1972, Hurricane Agnes devastated Northern
Virginia. Andy with hislittleyelow dog, Russ, asuccessor

(GEORGE MASON COLLEGE | §

OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA |

10,1959 Tris TRACT OF 150 ACRES |
OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFAX |

ON FEBRUARY
WAS GIVEN BY THE CITIZENS

To THE RECTOR AND VISITORS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA | |
As A PERMANENT SITE OF THE COLLEGE.

Sign announcing George Mason College, southeast corner of Ox
Road (Rt. 123) and University Drive in the Spring of 1962.
Photo credit: George Mason University Libraries, Special Collections.
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Andy Smith directing traffic on Pickett Road at Thiass Park c. 1970. Note Andy's trailer, purchased by the citizens of Faitfax in 1964,
parked across Pickett Road at the City of Fairfax Sewage Treatment Plant (now Property Yard).
Photo credit: Montage of Video stills from a Super 8 mm film. Photo courtesy: Glenn Gore
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Fairfax County Cemetery - Potters Field. 3609 Jermantown Road,

Fairfax, VA. Photo credit: Page Johnson
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Grave of Andrew Smith, Fairfax County Cemetery, 3609 Jermantown

Road, Fairfax, VA. Photo credit: Page Johnson

to Bruno, managed to escape the rising flood waters of
nearby Accotink Creek, but his trailer and most of his
meager belongings did not. By that time, Andy was
something of acelebrity. A remnant of theold Fairfax, a
fixtureinthe community, atrue character. Asaresult, the
Fairfax LittleLeague, myself included, and other residents
raised the money to replace Andy’s ruined trailer and
furnishings

Andy Smith died of aheart attack in histrailer on
July 13, 1978. His funeral was held at Mount Cavalry
Baptist Churchinthe City of Fairfax. Hundreds of people
attended. Heisburied inthe Fairfax County Cemetery on
Jermantown Road in the City of Fairfax, Thecemetery is
asoknownasPottersField—abiblica term for apaupers

graveyard.

Former City of Fairfax Mayor Nathaniel “Nat”
Young summed up Andy’slegacy thisway, “Theworld
needsalover and Andy Smith loved everybody.”#

Because of hiswarm smileand friendly gesturefor
everyone, hewasmissed, and il is. Sadly, wewill never
seethelikeof himagain, but hislegacy liveson.

Theworld needsmoreAndy Smith’s.

(Endnotes)
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3 Fairfax County Marriage Book 1, p. 259, Fairfax Co. Cir. Ct. Clerk.

4 Death Certificate of Jennie Catherine Johnson, #12701,

Virginia Department of Health, Richmond, Virginia.

5 Vaughn, Curtis L., Freedom is Not Enough: African Americans in
Antebellum Fairfax County, PhD diss., George Mason University, Fairfax,
VA, 2014. Retrieved from http://mars.gmu.eduxmlui/bitstream/
handle19209155Vaughn_gmu_0883E_10726.pdf ?sequence=1& isAllowed=y
5 U.S. Mortality Schedule of 1880, Fairfax County, Virginia. National
Archives and Records Administration, Wash., DC.

7 Communication from Lee Hubbard, September 10, 2018.

8 Death Certificate of Ben Johnson, Virginia Department of Health,
Richmond, Virginia.

9 Death Certificate of Jennie Catherine Johnson, Virginia Department of
Health, Richmond, Virginia.

10 Faith established by Swedish Mystic, Emanuel Swedenborg.

1 Retrieved form http://nominihallslavel egacy.com/

12 Register of Free Blacks 1835, Book 3, No. 538, Fairfax County, Fairfax
County Circuit Court. “...the bearer hereof Glasgow Gaskins, who isvery
black, has a small scar on the corner of the right eye, and the right ancle
much swollen and effected with white swelling, aged about sixty eight
years, five feet eleven inches high, and who is the son of Cate Gaskins,
liberated by the late Robert Carter, Esgr of Baltimore....”

13 Claim of Glascoe Gaskins, #2359, Southern Claims Commission
Approved Claims, 1871-1880: Virginia. Microfilm Publication M2094,
45 rolls; Records of the Accounting Officers of the Department of the
Treasury, Record Group 217; National Archives at Washington, D.C.

14 Register of Free Blacks 1835, Book 3, No. 538, Fairfax County, Fairfax
County Circuit Court

5 Fairfax County Marriage Book 1, p. 259, Fairfax Co.Cir. Ct. Clerk.

6 1bid 7.

7 1bid 7.

8 Communication from Benny Leonard, September 6, 2018.

9The National Archivesin St. Louis, Missouri; St. Louis, Missouri; Record
Group: Records of the Selective Service System, 147; Box: 674

20 Commonweal th vs Smith, Fairfax County Law Case 6700, Fairfax County
Circuit Court Clerk.

2l Death Certificate of Benjamin Frederick Smith, #82-000162, Virginia
Department of Health, Richmond, Virginia.

2 |bid 7.

2 Communication from Anne Farr Lewis, September 11, 208.

2 Fairfax City Times, August 7, 1964, p. 1.

% |bid 7.

2 Communication from Robert L. Vay, Archivist, Special Collections
Research Center,George Mason University Libraries.

27 Washington Post, March 25, 1983.

12



Volume 15, Issue 3

The Fair Facs Gazette

Summer 2018

Fairfax City News
50 Years Ago

M. EVERLY

Fred M. Everly, Pharmacist,

Former Fairfax Councilman

Fred M. Everly, 62, a pharma-
cist and a former member of the

Fairfax Town Council and later
the Fairfax City Council, died
Thursday of a heart attack at
his home, 10400 Stratford Ave.,
Fairfax.

Mr. Everly was born in Stras-
burg, Va., where he was grad-
uated from high school, later
moving to Alexandria.

He received a degree from the
school of Pharmacy George
Washington University in 1932,
and from that time until 1965 he
operated his own pharmacy in
Fairfax. For the last two years

13

he was a pharmacist at Lees-
burg Hospital.

He served several terms as a
member of the town council and
a term on the city council after
Fairfax became a city in 1961.

He was an active member of
the Fairfax Methodist Church,
serving on the church board and
also as a trustee of the church.
He was a past master of Henry
Lodge No. 57, F&AM in Fairfax
and a 33rd Degree Scottish Rite
Masen, a past patron of Hope
Chapter of the Order of the
Eastern Star of Fairfax and a
member of the Kena Temple
Shrine and the Arlingion Royal
Arch Chapter No. 38.

He leaves his wife, Gertirude,
a son, Fred M. Everly .Jr. of
Fairfax; two brothers, Josiah S.
and George F. of Alexandria; a
sister, Mrs. E. L. Keirn of Rich-
mond. and two grandchildren
and nine stepgrandchildren.

Friends may call at the Ever-
ly  Funeral -Home, 10565 Main
St., Fairfax, where Masonic
services will be held at 8 p.mn.
tomorrow. The family requests
that expressions of sympathyv be
in the form of coatributions to
the Heart Fund. - '

Funeral services will be held
at 10 a.m. Monday in Fairfax
Methodist Church, University
Drive and Stratford Avenue,
with burial at Bethel Cemetary.
Alexandria.

Evening Star, July 13, 1968.
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50 Years Ago contd.

Fairfax Burglary Suspect
Escapes at Arraignment

A burglary suspect escaped
from the Fairfax County jail
e cing arraigned

Evening Star, September 2, 1968

e — - —

RECEPTIONIST, Fairfax City, meet
and ai:reet the nice people in Fairfax.
Local office needs= front desk per=on.
$4.200. POTOMAC EMPL., 9653 Lee
Hwy.. Fairfax Circle Center,
5914040,

Evening Star, September 10, 1968

100 Years Ago

TWELVE-ROtM DWELLING, TEN ACRES,
i Virginla: one block from electrie car line
running from 12th and: Pa. ave.., Washington,
D, C., to Falrfax Coorthouse,” Va., about 14|
miles from the clty; large frame dwelling.
painted white; onw vacant: barn and stable:
chicken houre., Price, $4,700; easy terms, i)

desired. ]
JOSFPH C. ZTHHI,FJ.,EI‘B Coloarade bldg.

Evening Star, July 21, 1918.
Note: Joseph Claibourne Zirkle (1886-1960) was the father of former City
of Fairfax resident Capt. Joseph C. Zirkle, Jr. (1917-2013), Ensgn Joseph

| C.Zitkle, Jr. . was an Ensign onboard the US.S. California during the attack
"| on Pearl Hatbor, December 7, 1941.

e ———

“DEARIE” MYSTERY
RV DEER

|tarmer, and later takem away %o
Alexandria, s yot unsolved. Mre.
Dove insists the baby was left =

ber doerstep last Baturday morning.
According to the stories told by the
many Wwho seem ‘to be personally ia-
terssted in the two-weeks’ old bady, |
it has already had about five homes
to live in during its short existencs.
Just where it is noew Mra. Sheads, of
Alexapdria, who got it from Mra
Dove, declares she does not know.
Mrs. Dove, who lives about three
miles from Falrfax Court House, says
that early Saturday moraing her
twelve-yaar old boy found it oma the
doorstep wrapped in baby clothes and
sleeping in & shoe box. The boy veri-
fles this. A note waa attached to the
baby to the effect that Mra. Dove
wopid be paid §$26 & month for keep-
ing the baby. A band was oa the
wrist of the baby with the aame
“Dearie” penciled om it

i S B B sk S sl .

N |
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take out papers of adop
jnfant. Others of Fairfax claim
have read the note omn the band whish
was on the baby's wrist

Thursday morning Mra Dove stated
hat Mrs. Bheads, who lives om

Goods denles this statemenat.

Mrs. Sheads says that her danghter
Nita secungd the badby from & woman
in Washington. Mras. EBheads refused
to admit the baby, she mys, and |t
was takem to Mrs. Dove ia Falrfax
county.

Mrs. Sheads denies the statement
of Mrs. Dove that the baby was left
on the Dove's doorstep. .

Washington Times, September 7, 1918

150 Years Ago

The number of horses that have been stolen
from this neighborhood during the past year is
alarmingly large. Somesay ita few horse thieves
could be dealt summarily with, iostead of beiog
taken to Fairfax Court House, to escape from
the insecure jail at that place the first dark
night, the ends of justice would be better serv-
ed then at present. The existing condition ot
affairs calls loudly for a remedy that will be
prompt and efficient. i P

Alexandria Gagette, July 25, 1868.

D - 4 E———— .

At lug residence, at Fairlhy Court IHonse,
Va., on Saturday, Scptemher 19, 1868, Dr.
FrepER(CI BaKER, in the 30th year of his
ﬂEE| .
Alexandria Gazette, September 21, 1868

Note: Dr. Baker, an Englishman, owned Coombe Cottage, a girls school.

Coombe Cottage was located where the Mosby Building is now loccated.
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150 Years Ago

Letter from a former Federal Soldier.
[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette.]
~ JEFFERSON,: GREENE C0.5 PA., Aug. 10.—
I read regulerly .the .Alexandria Gazette, and
its columps’ are “Closcly scanned, especially, for
pames, and occupations, and business, of some
of the citizans of Alexandria and Fairfax, with
whom I formerly became scqusinted. I al-
ways find matters of interest in every number,

‘and in the last, I find two communications, one

from Fairfax Court House, and one from Man-
assag, that were worth to me .the price of sub-
seription.

_You may thiok it strange that a . Penpsylva-
nia Voludteer, who spent four years in Virgin-
ia, performing the' every day duties of a com-
mon soldier, such*es marching, fishting, &e.;
should fecl aby anxiety to bear from, or any
interest, in a people who were once his enemies
in war, DBut outside of our politiesl differences
I always found Virginians generous and’ kind,
and to mapy of them [ am indebted for a hun-

-dred acts of kindoess, - If one of yeur old Vir-

ginia 17th Regiment should come bere, I would
call oo him and talk over the Charles City
Cross Roads affair, and one or two other ocea-
sions when I met, inarms, that gallent regiment.

» + QF gourse I .differ” with one of ‘your public

speakers, as reported in _your paper—that the
doctrine of State eovereignty has been recog-
nized by the goveroment since its date, At aoy
rate, I thiok 1t is a doctrine which the South
might a9 well “‘surrender” too. The Northern
people, of all parties, as a body, think they
wero right in the matter of the late war, and
extremo Radicals make this doctrine, at pra-
seot, a pretext tosubjectthe Southern States to
military rale. )

i I think that the idca that any great propor-
tion of the North is in sympatby with the
South, as to the war and its causes, is an erro-

‘meous one, = But s great portion of the North

ern people are in sympatby with the sufferings
of the South, and are opposed to the Cangre'gf-
sional plan of *‘reconstruction,’” believing in
the axiow, “‘that all just and free goveroments
are founded on the consent of the governed ;"
—and this fandamental principle secms to be
entirely lost sight of by the ruling party.

: I would be glad if some of your Fairfax cor-
respondents would tell us about the old Court
House; if it was refitted or rebuilt; what they
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