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Ya Krong Bo'lah River Rescue
(Ol Walt Part 2)

by William Page Johnson, |1

The following is the second installment chronicling the
life of City of Fairfax resident, Lt. Colonel Walter Joseph
Potock, Jr. Walt was a highly decorated United Sates Air
Force officer who sereved in Vietnam from '67 to '68.

As a Forward Air Controller (FAC) in Vietham, Walt
Potock flew over 200 combat missions. He amassed an impressive record.
He often defied prescribed safety protocols, flying at night, or in bad
weather, in support of American and Vietnamese ground forces who needed
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In August 1967 the annual
southwestern monsoon wasin full force
over the Central Highlands of Vietnam.
Thelakesandriversof Kontumand Pleiku
Provinces were swollen by the abundant
ranfal.

The afternoon of 24 August 1967
was clear, however. Major Walter J.
Potock, Jr., 21% Tactical Air Support
Squadron, was flying Visual
Reconnaissance (VR) in his assigned
sector west of Kontum, something hedid
nearly every day. As he approached the
Krong Bo’lah, also known asthe Tonlé
San, or Se San River, 11 miles west
southwest of the Kontum Airfield, he
heard a radio report which originated
from aPopular Forces (PF)? patrol. The

assistance.

24 August 1967

“ They had an Army Huey with nine people on going downin a
river over here...” !

e

Yali Falls, Ya Krong Bo'lah River, Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam, August
1967, as seen from Walt Potock's O-1E Bird Dog.
Photo credit: Collection of Walter ]. Potock, Jr.

Continued on Page 5 @"
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FARAT TAST JACT

Jemantown was once athriving village of "mechanics,"
located on the western boundary of what isnow the City
of Fairfax. The settlement contained ahalf dozen houses
and ablacksmith shop. That isuntil the advent of the Civil
Wer.

OnJduly 17, 1861, theeveof theFirst Battle of Manassas,
Union troops advanced toward Manassas from Vienna
along Jermantown Road and from Alexandria along the
LittleRiver Turnpike. They on converged on Jermantown.
TheHarrison Houseand severa otherswere'burnedto
the ground.’

Charleston Mercury, July 24, 1861, p. 1.
Madison Daily Petriot, July 29, 1861, p. 2.
West Jersey Press, July 31, 1861, p. 2.
Cincinatti Daily Enquirer, August 10, 1861, p. 1.
Charleston Courier, August 31, 1861, p. 1.
Charleston Courier, September 20, 1861, p. 1.

DUES ALERT

If you havenot paid your annua Historic Fairfax
City, Inc. dues they are now due. Please remit
based on the schedule below. Annual dues
payments should be made out and sent to:
Higtoric Fairfax City, Inc., 10209 Main Stredt,
Fairfax, VA 22030.

Your annua dues help HFCI to continue to meet
itsbasic goa of preserving the unique history of
the City of Fairfax. Tax deductabledonationsover

and above dues payments are encouraged.

At the Fairfax Museum
and Historic Blenheim...

Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center

TheFairfax Sory - Hamill Gallery. Permanent Fairfax
history exhibition.

GanoGdlery

"Fairfax County's Original Set of Weights and
Measures," through December 31, 2019 - Seeone of
the oldest and most complete set of colonia weightsand
measures in the country on loan from the Alexandria
Washington Masonic Lodge No. 22.

" Teetotalers and Moonshiners: Prohibition in
Virginia, Distilled" ¢ October 28 - December 8, 2019

A traveling exhibition from the Library of Virginia
,"Teetotalersand Moonshiners' addressestheimportant
and long-lasting effects of Prohibition on the
Commonwedthand America

"New Virginians, 1619-2019 and Beyond" -
December 16-January 25, 2020

e 4 ———

Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center “ Second
Sunday” Programs

Programs are held at 2 p.m. on the second Sunday of
each month. Unless otherwise noted, programsare held
at the Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center, 10209 Main
Street. Free (unless noted). Check back to find out about
additional programs planned throughout the year.
Information: 703-385-8414.

newsmagazinetelevison program anditslegacy for
LGBTQcivil rightsinNorthernVirginia

Sunday, November 10- 2 p.m.

“Goodbye Booze”: The Music of Prohibition
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Dr. Gregg D. Kimball, Director of Public Servicesand
Outreachat theLibrary of Virginia, will tracethemusica
legacy of prohibition through spoken narrative, period
images, and liveand recorded music. Feel freetosing

dong!

Sunday, December 8 - 2p.m.

" Prohibition in Washington, D.C.: How Dry We
Weren't"

Author and tour guide Garrett Peck will explore how
prohibitionimpacted our capital city. Book saleand
sgningwill follow thetalk.

e 4 —

Civil War Interpretive Center at Historic Blenheim

PERMANENT EXHIBITION

“Blenheim’s Civil War Soldier Signatures: A Diary
onWalls’ . Exploresthelocal Fairfax Court House
history and the experiencesof soldierswhowroteonthe
wallsof theWillcoxonhome (Historic Blenheim.) The
replicaatticisalife-sized replicaof the houseattic that
showsthe clearest graffiti inthe house.

Historic Blenheim Civil War Interpretive Center Program
SeriesProgramsarefreeand held at 2 p.m. on Saturdays
(unless otherwise noted) at the Civil War Interpretive
Center at Historic Blenheim, 3610 Old Lee Highway.
Information: 703-591-0560.

Saturday, November 2, 9:30a.m.-3:30 p.m. $15;
optional lunch $10

" Beneath thePaint: Civil War Gr affiti
Symposium™ --Speakersand topicsinclude: Kim
O'Connell, thehistory of Civil War Graffiti; Conservator
ChrisMills, thetechnical sideof graffiti conservation;
and Conservator Kirsten TraversMoffitt, graffiti
investigation and conservation at Historic Blenheim.
Sponsored by theNorthern VirginiaCivil War Graffiti
Tral.

Reservationsrequired: https./
apm.activecommunities.com/fairfaxcityrecdept/
Acitivity Search/13003

Sunday December 8, 2019, 12pm-4pm

“Christmasin Camp and Making Do at Home"

Travel back intimetolearn how Civil War soldiersand
thefolksback home celebrated Christmas. Meet the
soldiersin camp; drill with soldiers; joinin with acease-
fireexchangeof gifts; housetours, make Handmade
Victorian ornaments; writeletter to soldiers, sew a
"housewife"; pack afood cratefor soldiers.

Exhibition at Ratcliffe-Allison-Pozer House

Location: 10386 Main Street, Fairfax, VA 22030
Open Saturdaysfrom 11am-2pm May-October for free
tours; or call 703.385.8414 for tour appoi ntment.

“Dr. Kate Waller Barrett: Mother to Many” -
Exhibition examinesthe life of this prominent social
reformer of the Progressive Era, who saved the early
19th-century Ratcliffe-Allison-Pozer House from
demolitionin 1923.

Volunteer sand Docentsare sought for thecity’s
higtoric buildings. Ratcliffe-Allison-Pozer House,
Historic Blenheimand the Civil War Interpretive Center
and Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center. Additiondly,
volunteersmay beinterested inasssting withwalking
toursand specia events. For information emall
Susan.Gray @fairfaxva.gov, or cal

703-385-8415.

Select historic buildingsare open during city special
events, including the Chocolate LoversFestiva, Civil
War Weekend, Independence Day Celebration, Fall
Festival and Festival of Lightsand Carols. Toarrange
grouptoursof city-owned historic buildingsemail
Susan.Gray @fairfaxva.gov or call 703-385-8414.
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Thecity has published afree self-guided walking tour
brochure that provides a brief history of the city and
noteworthy buildingsin the Old Town Fairfax Historic
Didrict. ThisbrochureisavalablefromtheFarfax Museum
and Visitor Center, 10209 Main Street, or call 703-385-
8414.

Sdect historic buildingsareopen during city specid events,
including the Chocolate Lovers Festival, Civil War
Weekend, Independence Day Celebration, Fall Festival
and Festival of Lightsand Carols. To arrange group tours
of city-owned historic buildingsemail or call 703-385-
8414.

TheHigtoric Digtrict waslisted inthe National Register of
Historic Placesin 1987. It includesavariety of building
and monument typesand styles, including:

Fairfax Courthouse (1800)
Ratcliffe-Allison House (1812)
JoshuaGunnell House (¢.1830)
William Gunnell House(c.1835)
Ford House (¢.1835)

Fairfax Elementary School (1873)*
Old Fairfax Jail (1885)

Old Town Hall (1900)

Marr Monument (1904)

*Fairfax Elementary School wasconvertedintotheFairfax
Museum & Visitor Center in 1992.

Visit us on the web:
HFCI Webgte

http:/Amww.higtoricfarfax.org

Old Town Fairfax

National Register Historic Digtrict

A - Elementary School

B - Farr Homeplace

C- Draper House

D - Radiffe-Allison-Pozer House
E- OldTownHall

F - Herdd and Print Shop
G- Rdgon'sStore

H - Nickdl'sHardware Store
| - Hay and Grain Store
J-FordBuilding

K - Moore House

L - Dr. Gunndl'sHouse

M - Old Fairfax Jail

N - Fairfax Court House
O-Marr Monument

P- JoshuaGunndl'sHouse
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report stated that ahelicopter had crashed near theriver.®

“...one of the little Viethamese outposts
out here on top of a little hill called in
and said that that had seen a chopper go
downintheriver, or along theriver. | was
up to the north, so | came on down....” 4

The Krong Poko (river) flows south from the

Central Highlands of Vietnam before merging with the

Dak BlaRiver toform the Krong Bo'lah, not far from

thetown of Trung Nghai west of Kontum. Thesewaters

eventually flow across the Vietnamese border into

Cambodiaand merge with the Mekong River, which

flows down into the Mekong River Deltaand out into

the South China Sea. Thelower reachesof theriver are

characterized by wide, lake-like conditionswith sandy

banks and wetlands. The upper stretches of theriver

run through the mountainous Central Highlands and

Lt. Col. Walter . Potock, Jr. c. 1967. include amixture of rocky channels, rapidsand falls
Photo credit: Collection of Walter J. Potock, Jr. [ nterSpefS@d with wide sections of river.

Ya Krong Bo'lah River, Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam, August 1967. Photo credit: Collection of Robert E. White
5
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USAF O-1 Bird Dog shown hete in a target acquisition/tactical
air support role over Republic of Vietnam. Note the
"observer." The obsetver was typically another FAC pilot.
Photo credit: National Museum of the USAE

“...My buddy Peerless Piper, another
headhunter... the Army [FAC]...same
type of thing that we do, except they can’t
direct airstrikes ... gave me a call and |
went down there and Piper says, ‘Hell
there’s nothing around here,” and he
started off. | found an oil slick coming
up from alongside the bank underneath
the trees. The river in that area is real
fast and it’'swide too and very deep. So |
got to looking around there and in about
five minutes time and was down skinning
around on the top of the trees and it
looked like somebody with a piece of
paper, a newspaper or something, waving
at me down there, waving in the wind or
something. So | go on down and have

Photo credit: Unknown

another look and there’'s a damn guy
standing along the edge of river in the
trees and he's waving a shirt at me...” ®

AsWalt flew over, heidentified alargeoil slick
on the surface of the swiftly flowing river. Though
nothing wasvisible, he noted the oil slick waswelling
up from one spot. Walt had located the site of the
helicopter crash. Hemaneuvered hissmall aircraft down
towithin several hundred feet to investigate further. He
identified several injured Caucasian’son rocksin the
river and along the riverbank. Heimmediately radioed
the Direct Air Support Center at Nha Trang and
requested rescue helicoptersand close air support for
the extraction of the survivors. He marked the sitewith
smoke rockets and began to search the river for
additional survivors. He quickly sighted two more
people who had been swept downstream. He marked
their location with smoke rockets, aswell, and slowly
circled above and waited.

“ ...l marked himand while | was calling
for the rescue choppers from Pleiku, |
went on down theriver maybea click and
found two more guys. One guy was on a
big rock and the other guy was in the
stream on the bank. | marked them...” ¢

Within minutes a Kaman HH-43F, Huskie, air
rescue helicopter was scrambled from Pleiku Air Base
23 miles away to the southeast. The Huskie, call sign

Interior view of UH-1 Slick, or Troop Carrier, Republic of Vietnam.
Photo credit: Unknown
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An AlE Skyraider and an HH-43 Huskie, Pleiku Air Base, Pleiku, Republic of Vietnam.

Pedro 56, was escorted by two Douglas A-1E
Skyraider fighter aircraft also from Pleiku. The
Syraiders, call sign Sandy, of the 1% Air Commando
Squadron—Fighter, were scrambled to provide close
air support for the rescue operation. Pedro 56, was
from Detachment 9, 38" Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron, Pleiku Air Base. The crew of
Pedro 56 was composed of Captain (CPT) Keith
Hallstrom Ricks, pilot, age 29, of Rexburg, ID; CPT
Robert Lee Osborne, co-pilot, age 26, of Warren,
OH;’ Staff Sergeant (SSG) Arthur Lee Wood,? flight
engineer, age 31, of Bossier City, LA; and Airman First
Class(A1C) JohnA. Smith,® pararescueman (PJ), age
23, of Hialeah, FL. A second Huskie, call sign, Pedro
74, dsofrom Det. 9, 38" ARRS, which had beenon a
training mission, rendezvoused with Pedro 56 within
five minutes. Onboard Pedro 74 were Det. 9
commander, Mgor (MAJ) Richard A. Smith,% pilot,
age 32, of Fort Worth, TX; CPT Francis B. “Bud”

Photo credit: United States Air Force

Gilligan, age 26, co-pilot, of Watertown, NY; A1C Jose
Gene“ Geno” Abara, flight engineer, age 22, of Long
Branch, NJ; A2C David Barrozo Ortiz, parasrescueman
(PJ), age 21,of Pico Rivera, CA; and A2C Robert
Edward White, jet mechanic, age 20, of Canoga Park,
CA.

Walt communicated with MAJ Smith by radio
while enroute and briefed him on the situation and the
location of the known survivors. In his subsequent
Mission Narrative, MAJ Smith credited Walt (aka
Elliot 10, hiscall sign) for hisrolein the rescue:

“...AFAC O-1E, Elliot 10, was at the site
and reported that three survivors were
in need of assistance. JSARC [Joint
Search and Rescue Center — Ton Son
Nhut AB] was notified while Pedro 56
prepared to scramble...Pedro 56
launched at 0830Z [ 1530Z] when it was
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ascertained that two A1E fighters were
being scrambled for “ escort” . Pedro 74
was on a training mission and joined
Pedro 56 at 08357 [1535Z]... While
enroute, Elliot 10 reported that the
helicopter had crashed in a very swift
river. Throughout the operation Elliot 10
did an excellent job of coordinating the
operation. Three survivors werein sight
several hundred yards down the river on
the shore and on islands.” **

Earlier that morning at 9:00A.M. aUH-1H (Serial
#66-16526) of the 119" Assault Helicopter Company,
call sign, Gator 526, had taken off from Hensel Field,
Camp Enari with nine people onboard. *> ** The UH-
1H troop carrier, or slick,** wason aroutinedaily G-
2% liaison mission to obtain and relay new intelligence
information with Specia Forcescamp commanders. The
helicopter made multiple stopsthat day at the SF Camps
at Pleiku (Co. B); Plei Do Lim; Plei Djreng, Plei Meg;
Dak To, Polei Kleng, and Plei Mrong.

At thetime, the 4" Infantry Division (ID), with
the assistance of the 25" ID, and 1% Cavalry
(Airmobile), were conducting an operation codenamed
Francis Marion, in an ongoing effort to halt enemy
incursion activity over the nearby Cambodian border.

Onboard Gator 526 werefour crewmen and five
passengers. The crewmen were Warrant Officer 1
(WO1) Brayton Witherell, 11, pilot in command (PIC),
age 29, of Carmel, CA; WOL1 Richard William
Morrison, co-pilot, age 21, of Sioux Falls, SD;
Specidist 4 (SP4) Richard Michagl Allard, crew chief,
who turned 21 that day, of Chesaning, MI; and SP4
Ronald Lee*“Ron” Holtzman, door gunner, age 21, of
White Post, VA. The passengerswere First Lieutenant
(1LT) Richard John Schell, age 23, of Minneiska, MN
and Sergeant Major (SGM) John Richard Alt, age 45,
of Knox, PA. Both Schell and Alt werein Headquarter
and Headquarters Company (HHC), 4" ID, G-2
Section; 1LT Kenneth Bradford “Brad” Goff, 3/8 Inf.,
4" D, age 23, of Warwick, RI; 1LT Sterling A. “ Skip”
Wall, Det. B-24, U.S. Special Forces, age 24, of
Brookline, MA; and Miss CynthiaFarrish Collbran,®

Aerial view of Yali Falls, Krong Bo'Lah River (left). Oblique view of Yali Falls, Krong Bo'lah River (right). Notation by Walt Potock on
the reverse "Found people from chopper crash. Section of river is behind strut and near top of picture. Aug. '67." The Yali Dam,
completed at the falls in 1996, created a 25 mile long reservior flooding this entire section of the Krong Bo'lah River.

Photo credit: Collection of Robert E. White (left). Collection of Walter J. Potock (right).
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acivilian Red Crossfield worker, age 23, of Belvedere
(San Francisco), CA.

At around 3:00 PM. the UH-1H helicopter took
off from Polei Kleng Special Forces Camp'’ enroute
to Plel Mrong SF Camp about 16 milesto the southeast.
Plei Mrong wasto betheir final stop before returning
to Camp Enari. At the controlsof the Huey, intheright
front seat, wasWO1 Witherell. To hisleft sat co-pilot,
WO1 Morrison. Intherear of the helicopter, seated on
the left side, facing the door, behind the bench seat,
was SP4 Allard. Seated on theright side, facing the
door, behind the bench seat, was SP4 Holtzman. On
the bench seat, facing forward were (r-1) SGM Alt, 1LT
Goff, 1LT Schell, Cindy Collbran, and 1LT Wall.

During theflight, the pilot, Witherell, requested
that the co-pilot, Morrison, take over control of the
helicopter and fly at low-level alongthe Dak BlaRiver.

Witherell stated that he wanted to familiarize himself
“with low level navigation in this area.” Morrison
complied with thisrequest. Asthe helicopter proceeded
down the river, SP4 Allard identified four armed
individualsin black pajamas on the east bank of theriver.
Allard believed the individuals to be Viet Cong
insurgents. However, friendly Popular Front (PF) militia
also woreblack pajamas. Morrison el ected to turn back
andinvestigate. He executed several 180 degreesturns,
searching the east river bank for the suspected insurgents.
The search yielded nothing. On thethird turn, Morrison
had to climb above asmall east-west ridge running across
theriver. Theturn and cyclic climb over the ridgetop
caused the airspeed of the helicopter to diminish
markedly. Morrison attempted to regain airspeed by
entering adive but the helicopter was caught in asudden
downdraft and failed to recover before striking the water,

Gator 526 Co-pilot, Warrant Officer 1 Richard W. Morrison, being hoisted aboard Pedro 74 from the Krong Bo'lah River, 24 August 1967.
Photo credit: Collection of Robert E. White.
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Major Walter Potock, Vietnam, w/ Miss Manookie, his O-1E Bird
Dog, c.1967. Photo credit: Collection of Walter J. Potock.

nose low, at about 70 miles per hour. The helicopter
sank almost immediately. Therewasno distresscall.

Itislikely that theindividualsin black pajamas
that SP4 Allard spotted along the river were local PF
militiamen. TheU.S. Army later reported that a PF patrol
witnessed the crash and radioed areport to the HQ of
the 24" Special Tactical Zone at Kontum. At least two
FACs, onefrom the USAF, 21% Tactical Air Support
Squadron and a second L-19 from the U.S. Army’s
219™ Aviation Company were notified and dispatched
to the area to investigate the report.*® According to
established rules of engagement, the USAF FAC, if
available, had authority to direct the rescue operation
and any airstrikes as necessary.

At the time of the crash, the crew and all
passengerswere believed to be wearing their seatbelts.
However, Cindy had been seen occasionally out of her
seat during theflight, presumably to get a better view.
Theflight crew were all wearing standard equipment,

helmet and kicked himself to the surface. WO1 Morrison
also sank to the bottom of theriver still strapped inside
the helicopter. Morrison’s vest and armored plate got
hung on something in the cockpit. Ashewastaking off
his vest to get out of the helicopter, alarge piece of
wreckagefell ontop of him. He pushed this off and was
ableto makeit to the surface. Witherell, whose back
wasinjured in the crash, grabbed onto the tail boom
which had been sheared off from theforce of theimpact.
It wasdrifting downstream and rapidly sinking.

After the crash, SGM Alt released his seat belt
and exited the right side of the helicopter and swam to
the surface. He managed to grab a packed waterproof
clothing bag which surfaced near him. He used the bag
asamakeshift flotation device. He heard, but could not
see, SP4 Holtzman, the door gunner, call out for help
and state that he couldn’t swim. Holtzman had also
exited the helicopter ontheright side. Alt attempted to
swim to shore without success dueto the swift current.
Hedrifted downstream until hewasableto grab onto a
small tree on arock outcropping in the middle of the
river.

After the crash, Cindy also exited the helicopter,
likely on the |l eft side, and swam to the surface. She

flight helmets with radio headsets, armored chest | |
protectors, and flak jackets. Oneof thepassengers, 1LT | = =

Schell, wasa so wearing aflight helmet with headset.

The sudden impact with the water shattered the
helicopter cockpit and windshield. WO1 Witherell was
propelled through the windshield. Weighed down by his
flight gear heimmediately sank to the bottom of theriver.

He quickly pulled off hischest protector, discarded his

Members of the 21°Tactical Air Support Squadron, Kontum,
RVN, Summer 1967. (I-r) Jim Pierce, Rex Miller, Ed Legg,
Dee Henderson, Col. Jubert "Mac' McCrea, Mike Johnson

and Walt Potock. Photo credit: Collection of Walter J. Potock.
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Captain Keith H. Ricks
Pilot, Pedro 56

Captain Robert L. Osborne
Co-pilot, Pedro 56

knew shewas badly injured as she couldn’t move one
of her legs. She also had a head wound, which was
bleeding, multiplelacerations, and afractured wrist. She
recalled that the water was warm and felt strangely
comfortable. After surfacing, shesaw amandirectly in
front of her. Blood was gushing from thetop of hishead.
This was likely 1LT Skip Wall who was seated to
Cindy’sleft and next to the door of the chopper. Cindy
swam up to him and pulled him to her in an effort to
help. Asshedid this, the man put hishandson her waist
and they both went under. When Cindy resurfaced he
wasgone. Asluck would haveit at that moment apiece
of wreckagefloated by. It had some sort of honeycomb
structure and was large enough for Cindy to climb up
onto.

After thetail boom sank beneath him, Witherell
called out for assistance and attracted the attention of
Altwho was ableto reach out and grab Witherell ashe
floated by. Thetwo men removed their boots and hung
them around their necksin preparation for an attempt
to swimto shore. At that moment, about 25 feet away,
Cindy Collbran floated past, but shewastoo far out of
reach for either man to assist her. As she drifted past,
she saw the two men but did not call out for help.
Witherell called to her and told her to make for the
shore and that they would come find her. Although
seemingly conscious, Cindy was non-responsive and
waslikely going into shock.

Cindy, ontop of her makeshift float wastravelling
faster than the others. She quickly drifted downstream
through several rapidsand out of sight.

Alt and Witherell attempted to swimto shorewith
theaid of the now waterlogged and sinking waterproof
bag. The bag couldn’t support the weight of both men.
Thetwo menwere swept over arock and fell afew feet
down into ashallow pool. In the eddy of the pool the
current wasn't as strong as in the main channel of the
river. Witherel|l drifted abit further downstream and made
ittoalargerock. He called out to Alt that hewas OK,
and not to worry about him and that hewas going to lay
down. Alt was ableto makeit to the east shorewith the
aid of the waterproof bag. He emptied the contents of
the bag and began to gather material to build asignal
fire. After ahalf hour he heard an aircraft approaching.
Altlit hisfireand waved awhitetowel retrieved from
the bag. He was spotted by FAC pilot Walt Potock.

When therescue helicoptersarrived on the scene
Walt directed them to the location of thethree survivors
several hundred yards downstream from the suspected
crash site (coordinates 48PZA083831). Two of the
survivorswerefairly closetogether, oneonasmall rock
island and the other about 30 feet away on the shoreline.
CPT Ricks maneuvered Pedro 56 to the co-pilot, WO1
Witherell, who waslying on arock in themiddle of the
river. SSG Art Wood, Pedro 56 flight engineer, lowered
the jungle penetrator hoist down to him, but Witherell

S ¥ I-. “':4.. .'.,_‘I" 4
Airman 1* Class Jose G. Abara Airman 2" Class David B. Ortiz
Flight Engineer, Pedro 74 Pararescueman (P)), Pedro 74
Lewis-Porter High School 1963 El Rancho High School 1964

1n
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Rescue of Red Cross Worker, Cindy F. Collbran from the Krong
Bo'lah River, 24 August 1967.
Photo credit. Collection of Robert E. White.

was unableto get into it dueto hisinjured back. CPT
Ricksmoved hisaircraft |lower until hovering just beside
Witherell. Together, Pedro 56 PJ, A1C John Smith and
SSG Wood, hauled theinjured man into the helicopter.
CPT Ricksthen maneuvered over to SGM JohnAlt on
the shoreline. Alt, viathe helicopters|oudspeaker, was
given instructions on how to use the penetrator. He
was hoisted into the helicopter without incident.

“... | kept looking around and the
Pedro’s came up, that’s the rescue
choppers, and | run them in there to
wherethe guyswere. The one Pedro, who
had picked up the two guys who had
drifted on down the stream, | asked, you
know, questioned the peopl e they picked
up if there had been anyone else that

they had seen get out of the [chopper].
They said that they had seen this Donut
Dollie get out and try to swim across to
the east bank, which is probably a good
hundred meters...” 1

Once onboard Pedro 56, SGM Alt asked SSG
Wood, theflight engineer, if they found therest of the
people onboard to which, Wood replied, “ What rest?
How many werethere?” Alt then told Wood that there
had been nine people onboard the helicopter, then added,
“Didyou find the girl?” 2 SSG Wood simply stared
at Alt asif hewere crazy. Thisinformation, however,
wasimmediately relayed to Mgjor Potock, inthe control
aircraft, and subsequently al theaircraft involved inthe
search and rescue mission aswell.

“... S0 | go on down and have another
look and there’'s a damn guy standing
along the edge of river in the trees and
he’'s waving a shirt at me...”

Simultaneously, Pedro 74 flew to the location of
thethird survivor, onthewest shore. Thisturned out to
bethe co-pilot, WO1 Morrison. After freeing himself
and reaching the surface, Morrison saw that he was not

h

David B. Ortiz, Pedro 74 Pararescueman (P]) and family.
Photo credit: Collection of David B. Ortiz
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morethan fivefeet from SP4 Holtzman. Morrison also
identified Cindy Collbran 15 to 20 feet further upstream
and floating on a piece of wreckage. Holtzman told
Morrison he couldn’t swim. Morrison reached out and
grabbed Holtzman by the arm and attempted to pull
the man toward the shore. Holtzman, who was still
wearing hisflight jacket, armored chest protector and
flak jacket, was heavily weighed down and about to go
under. He likely began to panic, and in desperation,
grabbed Morrison pulling him underneath the water
several times. After resurfacing thefinal time, Morrison
wasableto free himself of Holtzman and determined to
get aget abetter, lifesaving hold, on the drowning man.
Unfortunately, by then Holtzman had drifted out of
reach.

Morrison managed to reach the west riverbank
and grab onto some branches overhanging theriver.

Heheld on, exhausted, not moving for several minutes.

After about ten or fifteen minutes he heard the sound of
approaching fixed wing aircraft. Morrison climbed
higher inthe bushes. Standing on the bushes he stripped
off hist-shirt and waived it at the approaching FACs,
one of whom wasWalt Potock.

AsPedro 74 hovered above Morrison, A1C Jose
Abaralowered thejungle penetrator down. Morrison
grabbed hold of it and was quickly hoisted up and into
the helicopter.

The rock was just inches above the water and
only just big enough for her to lay down on. Because of
her didocated hip Cindy could not straighten her legs. As
shelay there, bent kneed, she assessed her situation. She
was utterly alone except for theroar of theriver. A sense
of dread begantofill her. Twilight wasapproaching. Would
shehaveto spend the night onthat rock?Would theraging
water risehigher and force her back into the current?Was
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the enemy lurking behind thethick jungle screen onthe
shordine?

“ ... So then the chopper went on down the
river and about | guess a mile or so down
the river they found, they did find this
woman, she was up on a rock, | probably
would have found her | just hadn’'t gone
down that far. The current had swept her
on down there. She managed to get up on
abig ‘ol flat rock...” 22

Once onboard Pedro 74, the co-pilot, Richard
Morrison, indicated hewasin pilot in command of the
arcraft whenit crashed. Hewas asked how many people
were on the helicopter. He responded nine. Pedro 74
immediately began to search farther downstream for
additional survivors. Within seconds MAJ Smith and
CPT Bud Gilligan spotted Cindy, apparently injured and
lying on asmall rock near the shoreline about amile
downstream from the crash site.

Pedro 74 Flight engineer, Jose Abara lowered
PJ David Ortiz down to her position along with the
semi-rigid, or wrap-around litter. Therock was so small
that Ortiz had to straddle Cindy in order to be ableto
stand. It wasobviousto Ortiz that Cindy was severely
injured and in shock. Working quickly, Ortiz placed
her gently into thelitter. Then grabbed the hook that
waslowered to attach it to thelitter. Thismomentarily
stunned him and knocked him off balance. In his
excitement, Ortiz had forgotten to allow the hook to
touch theground thus allowing the static el ectric charge
built up by therotor bladesto discharge. Ortiz completed
the connection and Abara hoisted Cindy up and into
the helicopter. Abarathen re-lowered the hook back
down and retrieved Ortiz. Once safely aboard the
helicopter Ortiz began to assess Cindy’s condition and
administer first-aid. In spite of the summer heat and
humidity, Cindy waschilled and shaking. Ortiz wrapped

her in alarge blanket to counter the effects of shock.
23,24

Asall of thiswasgoing on Crewman A2C Robert
E. Whiteass sted in scanning the shorelinefor additional

survivorsand documented the event by taking several
color photographs of the rescue.

By now Pedro 74 wasrunning low onfuel and it
was getting dark. Once Cindy was safely onboard and
her condition assessed, MAJ Smith elected to exit the
area. Heimmediately flew to the closest placetorefuel,
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the Special Forces Forward Operating Base #2 (FOB-
2) on Route 14, south of Kontum. As Pedro 74
departed the scene, crewman A2C Robert E. White
looked down and scanned the river below. He was
horrified to seealarge waterfall with adrop of nearly
100 feet not far from the small rock on which Cindy

had been. He thought, had she not madeit to that rock
shelikely would not have survived the plunge over the
falls. Thewaterfall seen by Whitewas Yali Falls, the
largest waterfall onthe Krong Bo'lah River.

Inthe meantime, Pedro 56 had sufficient fuel and
continued to search theriver for five milesin either
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directionfor additiona survivors. After about 50 minutes
the weather and darkness were beginning to closein.
CPT Ricksexited the areaand also flew to FOB-2 to
join up with Pedro 74.

At FOB-2 the injured survivors, with Cindy
Collbran the most severely injured, received additional
medica aid by U.S. Army medicsat the base dispensary.
After theweather improved abit, both helicoptersthen
flew thesurvivorsto the 18" Surgical Hospita at Pleiku.

Therescue of the passengersand crew of Gator
526 was not the only mission for Pedro 56 that day.
Earlier in the day, Pedro 56 responded to the crash of
anAir Viet Nam C-46 that had crashed on takeoff at
the end of the runway at Pleiku AB. One person was
rescued. From 1951 to 1975, Air Vietnam was the
commercial air carrier for South Vietnam. CPT Bob
Osborne, recorded thefollowing in hisFlight Log Book
for 24 August 1967:

“24/8/7 — Training 1 hr. 05 min. [as
Pilot]

24/8/67 — LBR[Local Base Rescue] Save
30 min [as Co-pilot]

L
Cindy (Collbran) McGuiness in 2016.

Photo credit: Collection of Cindy McGuiness
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24/8/67 — ACR [Aircrew Recovery] 2

Saves 3 hrs 25 min [as Co-pilot]” %

Extensiveair searcheswere conducted on 24, 25
& 26 August 1967 along with ground searches by
Special Forces from FOB-2. U.S. Navy divers also
attempted to locate the helicopter and the remains of
themissing passengersand crew. All search effortswere
futile.

SP4 Holtzman, who was witnessed in a state of
drowning by WO1 Morrison, wasimmediately listed
asKIA, BDR (killed-in-action body-not-recovered) by
the U.S. Army. Theremaining four onboard, Allard,
Goff, Schell, and Wall werelisted asMIA (missing-in-
action) as no one saw them alive or dead after the
helicopter went down. A written statement from Cindy
regarding her likely encounter with 1LT Wall was never
taken.

Theday after thecrash, theU.S. Army established
an observation post a Yali Fallsfivemilesdownstream
from the crash siteto look for wreckage and remains.?®
Additionally, thevillagersat Polei Tum 1 and Polei Tum
2 onthe west bank of the Krong Bo’lah just abovethe
fallswere advised of the crash and asked to be alert
for wreckage and remains.?’ On 2 Sept 1967 1LT Wall’'s
body wasrecovered just below thefalls.

In early January 1968 the 4" Engineer Battalion,
4" Infantry Division, launched Operation Retriever
(OPLAN 41-67):

“...OPLAN 41-67 [Operation Plan 41-
67] (RETRIEVER) initiated a search and
recovery oper ation along the YA KRONG
BOLAH River to locate a downed UH1
helicopter. The operation was conducted
in four phases, which included: air
reconnaissance, ground reconnaissance
and search by indigenous personnel,
dragging operations by the 4" Engineer
Battalion and final recovery of the
helicopter.
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...In KONTUM Province, in response to
appeals for information leading to the
recovery of an American soldier believed
drowned, an entire village responded to
the call. The body was found. Another
incident of cooperation was in the
response received in the recruiting of
local MONTAGNARDS to search for a
helicopter that went down in the YA
KRONG BOLAH, (SE SAN) River inlate
August. Search attempts were
unsuccessful at that time due to the
swiftness of theriver at the height of the
monsoon season. Representatives from
two villages participated in the search
and the helicopter was found on the
second day of the operation....

...Company E was given the mission in
early January to recover bodies and
equipment from a helicopter which had
crashed in the YA KRONG BOLAH River
southwest of KONTUM on 26 [24]
August. The mission was completed on 14
January with the recovery of the radio
equipment fromthe helicopter. The bodies
of the missing crew members and
passenger s were not found.” 28

At least three additional searcheswere conducted
in 1969, 1970 and aslate as 1993. The remains of the
four missing passengers and crewmen have never been
found.

TheU.S. Army carried the remaining three men
asMIA until 1977 when their status was chnged from

Cindy F. Collbran, (first row, far left) with other Red Cross Volunteers, Camp Enari, Pleiku Province, Republic of Vietnam, 1967.
Photo credit: Collection of Cindy C. McGuiness.
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MIA toKIA BDR. Itislikely that all three men were
either killed by theforce of theinitial impact or were
knocked unconscious and subsequently drowned inthe
Krong Bo’'Lah River.

In 1993, the Vietnamese began construction of a
hydroel ectric dam on the Krong Bo’ lah at Yali Falls.
The controversial 226 foot high Yali Dam was
completed in 1996. The 25 milelong reservoir created
behind the dam subsequently displaced thousands of
Montagnard tribesmen, who for centuries had fished
theriver. The dam also engulfed the helicopter crash
Ste.

Cindy’'sSory

The American Red Cross began providing
assistanceto American servicemenin Vietnamin 1962.
By 1967, the Red Cross was operating three program
groups staffed by 363 Red Cross volunteers.

In Serviceto Military Hospitals (SMH), 76 all-
femal e volunteersworked in hospitalsdirectly with the
patients, doing a combination of social work and
recreation therapy.

In Supplemental Recreational Activities
Overseas (SRAO) 107 all-female workers operated
base recreational centers where soldiers could shoot
pool, play cards and games. SRAO workers served
Kool-Aid and played audience partici pation gameswith
soldiers. Their job wasto essentially provide abrief
respite and atouch of homein the combat zone. SRAO
workers also provided similar services to soldiers
stationed at remote forward operating bases. Dubbed
Clubmobile, SRAO workerstravelled to theselocations
by helicopter just likethe soldiersthey went to assist.

In Service to Military Installations (SM1) 180
female and male social workers provided servicemen
at major baseswith counseling and guidance on personal

Crew of Pedro 74 (I-r) Jet Mechanic, Airman 2nd Class Robert E. White, Pararescueman, Airmam 2nd Class David B. Ortiz, Crew Chief,
Airman 1st Class Jose G. Abara, Pilot, Major Richard A. Smith, Co-pilot, Captain Francis E. "Bud" Gilligan. August 1967.
Photo credit: Collection of Robert E. White.
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and family problems. SMI workersfacilitated financial
assistance; compassionate emergency leaves; and
passed along tel egrams from the families back home
regarding births, deaths, and emergencies.

Red Crossworkerswere primarily women. In
order to serve, they had to be 21 years of age, single,
and in the case of SM1 and SRAO workers, college
graduates. The number of Red Crossfield workers at
individual locationsvaried from 4 to 10 women.

The most common name the soldiers used when
referring to female Red Cross workers was Donut
Dollie, aterm first used during World War 11. During
World War 11, Red Crossworkers al so supported U.S.
troops and were famous for serving coffee and
doughnuts to soldiers in rear areas. In addition to
Donut Dollie, soldiersin Vietnam al so affectionately
referredtothemasDD’s, DeltaD’s, Chopper Chicks,
and Kool-Aid Kids.

Cynthia Farish Collbran® was born in San
Francisco, CA in 1943 to Arthur Harry Collbran and
Jeanne Wyatt Krick. Shewas agraduate of the Sarah
Dix Hamlin School* and attended Colorado Women's
College. By 1966, she was back in California.
Independent and adventurous, she wanted to
participate in the seminal event of her generation —
Vietnam.

After completing six monthsof Red Crosstraining
at Glasgow AFB in Glasgow, Montana, Cindy left for
Vietnam in March 1967.3 As she had not yet
completed college, she was assigned to the Serviceto
Military Installations (SM1) group. After arriving in
Vietnam, shewas sent to Camp Enari, the Headquarters
of the4™ Infantry Division. Camp Enari, (akaDragon
Mountain), waslocated in Pleiku Province, 6 miles
south of Pleiku, RVN.

Cindy enjoyed interacting and assi sting theyoung
soldiersat Camp Enari, but she was curious about the
war and wanted to see more of the beautiful country of
Vietnam.

19

On the morning of 24 August 1967 SP4 Ron
Holtzman, ayoung soldier from White Post, Clarke
County, Virginia, was eating breakfast in the mess hall
at Camp Enari. Cindy cameinto the mess hall. After
getting her breakfast, sherecognized Ron’sfamiliar face
and sat down with him. Ron was just 21. He was a
door gunner with the 119" Assault Helicopter Company.
The two young peopl e chatted about the fact that Ron
had less than amonth left in histour.®2 He al so shared
with Cindy that he was anxiousto get hometo hispretty
19-year-old wife, Helen (Helen May George). The
couple had been married in May 1966 just before Ron
left for Vietnam.

During the course of their conversation, Cindy,
asked Ron what he was going to do that day. Ron, a
crewmen on aUH-1H combat helicopter, indicated that
his crew would be flying aroutine mission out to some

e e |

(I-r) Page Johnson and Francis "Bud" Gilligan, co-pilot of Pedro
74. Spring 2019.
Photo credit: Page Johnson
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forward operating bases near the Cambodian border.
Cindy knew that the enemy wasin thisareaand, despite
assurancesto the contrary, this sounded dangerous and
somewhat exciting. When Ron asked her if shewanted
to tag along, Cindy jumped at the opportunity. She
reasoned that Red Cross recreational field workers
routinely flew out to these forward areas, so it should
be OK for her to go along, aswell. After breakfast,
shetold her boss, theAssistant Field Director at Camp
Enari, that shewould not be at work that day. When he
pressed asto why, Cindy confessed. TheAssistant Field
Director reminded her that thiswasn’t her job and she

Cynthia Fatrish Collbran, ARC WOT1 Richard William Morr

SGM John Richard Alt
Knox, PA
1922 - 1999
Photo source: J.R. Alt Family

Belvedere, CA
1943 -
Photo soutce: Skyline '63

shouldn’t go. However, aheadstrong, youthful, Cindy
told him shewasgoing.

24 August 1967 was abeautiful day inthe Centra
Highlands, perfect for flying. The sun was shining and
therewereintermittent clouds at aceiling of morethan
2000 feet. Flying high abovethe countryside, it wasn't
hard to forget that there was war was going on bel ow.

Cindy was both amazed and shocked at what she
witnessed that day. At one Special Forces camp she
was escorted down into a command bunker several
storiesunderground. Insidethe bunker therewasalot

WO1 Brayton Witherell, 11
Carmel, CA

1937 - 1996

ison
Sioux Falls, SD
1946 -

Photo source: Wash. HS, '64  Photo source: Carmel HS '56
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SP4 Richard Michael Allard
Chesaning, MI
1946 - 1967
Photo soutce: The Indian
Chesaning Union HS, '65

1LT Kenneth Braford Goff
Warwick, RI
1943 - 1967

Photo source: FindAGrave

SP4 Ronald I.ee Holtzman
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Photo soutce: FinAGrave
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1LT Richatd John Schell
Minneiska, MN
1944 - 1967
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1LT Sterling Aiden Wall
Brookline, MA
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Photo source: FindAGrave
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of eectronic communicationseguipment aswell asliving
guartersfor the Special Forces A-team members of
the camp. Indigenous Sedang Montagnard tribesmen
also lived within the perimeter of the camp under the
protection of the Special Forcesand the camp militia
of Montagnard CIDG soldiers. A Special Forces
soldier warned her that anyone encountered outside
the camp perimeter was likely the enemy. He also
pointed out to her the small bamboo tiger cages used
to confine captured VV C and NVA prisoners. The cages
were purposely placed out in the open to provide a
buffer and some measure of insurancein the event of
enemy attack.

After the crash and subsequent rescue, Cindy was
visited inthe hospital by amaninamilitary uniform
who questioned her about what had happened. She
wasunableto provide him full detailsof the crash. She
was also visited by afriend, USAF officer Scott A.
Schafer, of Orange County, VA. Schafer was a 1965
graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado
Springs, CO. The two had dated while Cindy was
attending Col orado Woman's College.

Cindy was evacuated back to the United States
on alargemilitary transport plane by way of Clark AB
inthe Philippines, Guam, Hawaii and ultimately Travis
AFB outside San Francisco, CA. The experiencewas
unpleasant. Theaircraft had threerows of stretchers,
stacked on top of one another and down both sides of
thefuselage. Theaircraft wasfull of wounded men.
Cindy, too, was strapped down in astretcher and could
not move for the duration of the flight. It was loud,
claustrophobic and stiflingly hot. When shelanded at
Travis shewasreunited with her parents. From there
shewasthen flown by helicopter to L etterman Hospital
in San Francisco where she spent about a month
recovering.

“ Anxious to Return to her duties as
American Red Cross field assistant is
Cindy Collbran of Belvedere. Cindy was
injuredinahelicopter crashin Vietham.
She had been overseas for six months,

21

and was travelling

back to her base after
the day’s routine,
distributing supplies,
when the accident
occurred. Asaresult of
a mechanical
difficulty, not enemy
fire, she says. While
recuperating Cindy is
staying with her
parents Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur H. Collbran in
Belvedere.” 3

Airman 2™ Class Robert E. White
Jet Mechanic, Crewman, Pedro 74
Canoga Park High School 1965

Thefollowing year, inlate 1968, shemarried Lt.
Brian M. McGuiness, aU.S. Navy Transport pilot, at
Treasure Island, San Francisco, CA. The couple
moved to Washington State and had one son before
separating in 1989.

Cindy was evacuated out of Vietnam so quickly
that she did not know the names of the men who
affected her rescue or even how to get in touch with
themuntil recently. In spite of the obvioustrauma, Cindy
can find humor in her experience. Her son isfond of
saying, ‘ Both my parents served in Vietnam, but only
my Mom was in combat!’3*

Whilewomen did servein Vietnam they werenot
supposed to beplacedin
obvious combat
stuations.

Shortly, after the
incident the U.S. Army

acknowledged that:

“U.S. female civilian
personnel are not
authorized to fly as
passengers in

operational aircraft. A
full investigation of the
crash, the cause of the

Staff Sgt. Arthur Lee Wood
Flight Engineer, Pedro 56
1936-1998
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Walt and Charlie Potock. Labor Day 2016.
Photo credit: Janet Fields Jaworski

crash, and the reason for the presence

of U.S. female civilian personnel on
board an operational aircraft is being
conducted by the 119™" Aviation
Company, 2" Combat Aviation
Battalion, Camp Holloway Army Airfield,
Pleiku City, Pleiku Province, RVN.” %

Although she was a Red Cross worker, Cindy
was not authorized to be on that helicopter. Additionaly,
as Gator 526 was on a combat related mission, the
arrcraft commander should probably not have permitted
her to be onboard. However, Red Cross Recreational
and Hospital workers did routinely fly onboard
helicoptersin Vietnam.

Therescue of afemale Red Crossworker froma
helicopter crash was newsworthy in 1967. The story
waswidely reported in newspapersinthe United States.
Bud Gilligan, the copilot of Pedro 74 was quoted:

“ Both our helicopters hovered over the
river. We covered four miles both ways,
from where the co-pilot had been picked
up. We found the young Red Cross gir|

onarockintheriver. She had been swept

down the stream almost a mile from the
crash scene.” 3

Cindy was never formally interviewed, or asked
togivean official statement by theU.S. Army regarding
thecrash. Infact, she never recelved any communication
at all fromtheU.S. Army after being evacuated out of
Vietnam.

Perhaps moreimportantly, Cindy never knew the
identities of those who affected her rescue. Likewise,
her rescuers never knew her fate.

American Red Cross workers who served in
Vietnam areeligibleto receivethe American Civilian
Service Commendation Award. Likewise, Red Cross
workers who were wounded or injured during the
Vietnam War are eligibleto retroactively receive the
Purple Heart Award.

During the summer of 2018, fifty-oneyearsafter
leaving Vietnam, Cindy was diagnosed with Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Thetruthis, while
sheleft Vietnam, Vietnam hasn’t | ft her.

Epilogue

Several days after the crash aformal Board of
Inquiry was convened by the U.S. Army. The aircraft
commander, co-pilot WO1 Richard Morrison was
officially cleared of fault. Morrison completed histour
with the 119" and returned home. In 1968, he was
promoted to Chief Warrant Officer. He returned to
Vietnam for asecond tour in 1970, serviving asanAir
Liasion Officer (ALO) with Headquarter and
Headquarters Company (HHC), 2 Brigade, 4" Infantry
Divison.

During hisservicein Vietnam, Morrison wasthe
recipient of the Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star
with"V" devicefor valor and Oakleaf Cluster, and more
than 20 Air Medals. After serving in Vietham Rich
Morrison remained inthe U.S. Army retiring after 25
yearsof service.

In February 1968, Capt. Francis B. "Bud"
Gilligan, was piloting Pedro 56 on anight mission to

22



Volume 16, Issue 4

The Fair Facs Gazette

Fall 2019

evacuate several badly wounded U.S. Army personal.
AC1 Jose Abara was also onboard as the Flight
Engineer. Asthey approached the landing zone (LZ)
Pedro 56 came under intense enemy ground firefrom
alarge caliber machine gun. Theaircraft was hit and
caught fireimmediately. Gilligan managed to crashland
the crippled helicopter, which exploded shortly after
impact. Three of thefour crewman managed to escape.
Jose Abarawaskilled.

Following his tour in Vietnam, Bud Gilligan
remained inthe USAF until hisretirement.

Of those that did not survivethe crash of Gator
526, their familieswere naturally devastated. One of
the more compelling POW/MIA storiesfrom Vietnam
actually arisesfrom thisincident. Mrs. PhyllisDorothy
(Hasterlik) Allard, of Chicago, the mother of SP4
Richard Allard, travelled to Phnom Penh, Cambodiain
late January 1972 to search for her son. In testimony
she states that she and Japanese Journalist, Hideaki
Sakamoto, of the Kyodo News Service, Tokyo, met
with Cambodian and Viet Cong officia swho blindfol ded
them and took them to an underground bunker in
Cambodiawhere her son was being held. Onceinside
the bunker her son wasbrought into see her for severa
minutes. In the same bunker she says she saw
approximately 25 other Americansbeing held captive.
Her testimony was later refuted and discredited by
Sakamoto. Likely, the fervent and delusional wish of
anintensely grieving mother.

Still, Mrs. Allard never gave up hope of finding
her son. Aslate as 1998, she wrote to the President of
the United States seeking his assistance. PhyllisD.
Allard, now 98 yearsold, isstill waiting on newsof her
missing son.

“... 1 don’'t look for the personal
recognition.... We got the people
out...that’s the main thing.” ¥

Walt Potock never asked for or received any
formd recognitionfor hisroleinidentifying and assisting
in the rescue of the survivors of the crash of Gator

526. Likewisethe aircrews of Pedro 56 and Pedro 74.
Althoughit hasnow been over fifty years, thisoversight
can, and should, berectified.

Of thosethat wererescued, al eventually returned
tothe United States. They fell inlove, got married, had
children, or additional children. They all lived full and
eventful lives. All these people, their unborn children
and grandchildren, ultimately, owetheir livestothebrave
crewmen of Pedro 56 and Pedro 74 and one USAF
Forward Air Controller who wasjust doing hisjob and
just happened to locate that oil slick intheriver over
fifty yearsago. That pilot wasmy friend Walt Potock.

e  SILVER S’[‘AR( °

Virginia Llcense Plate issed to Walt Potock c. 2003
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Retired as MSG 1976. Died 1998. Interred Hill Crest Memorial Park,
Bossier City, LA. M/1 Catherine G. Wood; M/2 Margarette D. Wood; dau.
Susanna L. Wood (Joe Markoch), Rockledge, FL; Deborah L. Pierce
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(Leonard) of Bossier City, LA; son Arthur C. Wood (Pamela) Bremerton,
WA.

9 John A. Smith b. 1944.

1 Richard A. Smith began flying the HH-43 in 1960. By 1967 helikely had
more hours at the controls of a Huskie than anyone else. See Kaman
RotorTips, issue Jan-Feb 69 , page 23.

1 South Vietnam, pre-: MISSION NARRATIVE - RESCUE ATTEMPT.
1967. Manuscript/Mixed Material. https://www.loc.gov/item/powmia/

pw061556/. Mission Narrative of Major Richard A. Smith, Det. 9, 38"
ARRS, 26 August 1967. <https://cdn.loc.gov/service/frd/pwmia/213/

64016.pdf>As accessed by WPJ June 13, 2019

12 According to Ron Carey in hisbook, The War Above the Trees, Operation
Wayne Grey, © 2004, Traford Publishing, Victoria, B.C., Canada, the 119™
Assault Helicopter Company was one of the first unitsto arrivein Vietnam.
“Between mid-to-late 1966 the unit would trade their old UH-1B model
helicoptersin for the newer Uh-1H and UH-1C ships. Because of this, they
would be the only unit that had aircraft with consecutive tails numbers.
The first group of ships had tail humbers 66-16371 to 66-16376. The
second group of ships had the tail numbers 66-16516 to 66-16526. The
last group would contain numbers 66-16532 to 66-16536."

13 Camp Enari was a camp of the 4™ Infantry Division and located along
Highway near the base of Dragon Mountain 7.5 miles south of Pleiku,
RVN.

14“Huey” wasanickname given asaresult of theearly “HU-1" designation
of the aircraft. The AC was later re-designated to UH-1 in 1962. “Slick”
was the nickname given to Huey’s used for troop carrying. To save weight,
this variant of the UH-1 was not fitted with any external weapons. The
only armament were two M60D machine guns fixed on door mounts and
manned by the Crew Chief on the left and a Door Gunner on the right .
15 G-2 refers to the military intelligence staff of a unit in the United States
Army. G-2 missions were intelligence collection and distribution missions
conducted by military intelligence staff. Intelligence information was
relayed, in person, face-to-face to base commanders in order maintain to
the highest possible level of security.

16 Cindy Farish Collbran was born September 28, 1943, San Francisco, CA.
Sheisthedau. Arthur Henry Collbran and Jeanne Wyatt Krick. Shemarried
Lt. Brian M. McGuiness, USN, December 2, 1968, Treasure Island, San
Francisco, CA. They have one son. They divorced June 19, 1989, Skagit,
WA. Cindy McGuiness lives in Washington State.

17 Polei Kleng Special Forces Camp aka Camp LeVanh, FB Bass, LZ Bass,
or Polei Kleng Camp.

18 South Vietnam, pre-: AGENT REPORT: CONCERNING THE CRASH
OF U.S.HELICOPTER IN THE KRONG PO KO RIVER. 1967. Manuscript/
Mixed Material. Retrieved from the Library of Congress,<www.loc.gov/
item/powmia/pw061559/>by WPJ May 31, 2019.

19 Potock, Walter, J., Jr., Personal Recording of Walter J. Potock to Judith
M. Potock from Vietnam. Audio Recording on Magnetic Tape. Summer
1967. Personal Collection of Walter J. Potock, Jr.

20 South Vietnam, pre-: AGENT REPORT: CONCERNING THE CRASH
OF U.S.HELICOPTER IN THE KRONG PO KO RIVER. 1967. Manuscript/
Mixed Material. Retrieved from the Library of Congress,<https://
cdn.loc.gov/service/frd/pwmia/146/44090.pdf> by WPJ May 31, 2019.

2L Potock, Walter, J., Jr., Personal Recording of Walter J. Potock to Judith
M. Potock from Vietnam. Audio Recording on Magnetic Tape. Summer
1967. Personal Collection of Walter J. Potock, Jr.

2 Potock, Walter, J., Jr., Personal Recording of Walter J. Potock to Judith
M. Potock from Vietnam. Audio Recording on Magnetic Tape. Summer
1967. Personal Collection of Walter J. Potock, Jr.

% LaPointe, Robert L., PIs in Vietnam, © 2001, Northern PJ Press,
Anchorage, AK<http://www.rotorheadsrus.us/documents/
1935__1967.html> by WPJ October 25, 2018.

24 South Vietnam, pre-: WITNESS STATEMENTS FROM INCIDENT.
1967. Manuscript/Mixed Material. Retrieved from the Library of Congress,

<www.loc.gov/item/powmia/pw061562/> by WPJ June 13, 2019.

% Excerpt of the Flight Logbook of CPT Robert Osbourne, July 1967. In
possession of William Osbourne, his son.

% South Vietnam, pre-: Summary of Information Inspection of Site 0096.
1967. Manuscript/Mixed Materia. Retrieved from the Library of Congress,
<www.loc.gov/item/powmia/pw142561/> by WPJApril 10, 2019.

27 South Vietnam, pre-: FIELD SEARCH RECORD. 1970. Manuscript/
Mixed Material. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, <www.loc.gov/
item/powmia/pw061577/> by WPJ April 10, 2019.

2 Operational Report of 4™ Infantry Division, Quarter Ending 31 January
1968. 7 March 1968 Report of general activities of Co. E, 4" Engineer
Battalion, 4" |Infantry Division. <http://redwarriors.us/
_AfterActionReports’AD390612.pdf> by WPJ on June 11, 2019

2 Colorado Women's College Yearbook, Skyline, 1963, v. 54, Denver,
CO.

30 Daily Independent Journal, December 12, 1968, p. 18, c. 5.

31 Daily Independent Journal, March 10, 1967, p. 15, c. 5.

32 Every soldier who served in Vietnam counted down the days until his
DEROS — Date of Expected Return From Overseas.

38 Daily Independent Journal, November 4, 1967, p. 4, c. 5.

34 Personal communication of Cindy Collbran McGuiness, November 10,
2018.

% Report of CPT Robert Romero, MI, S-2 Advisor, Air Operations,
Kontum Sector, Kontum, RVN, 28 August 1967. Library of Congress,
Manuscript/Mixed Material, South Vietnam, pre-1975: AGENT REPORT:
CONCERNING THE CRASH OF U.S. HELICOPTER IN THE KRONG
PO KO RIVER. Contributor: United States Army. https://cdn.loc.gov/
service/frd/pwmia/146/44088.pdf As accessed by WPJ on May 31, 2019
3% |daho Sate Journal, August 27, 1967, p. 2.

7 Personal communication of Richard W. Morrison, October 24, 2019.
38 Potock, Walter, J., Jr., Personal Recording of Walter J. Potock to
Judith M. Potock from Vietnam. Audio Recording on Magnetic Tape.
Summer 1967. Personal Collection of Walter J. Potock, Jr.

e —— ) tE—
In the Next Issue...

Defense of Luc Luong Dac Biet (LLDB)
at Plei Mrong
26 August 1967
and
Mang Buk, Hill 1121
26 September 1967
(Part3of 3)...

The story of LTC Walter J. Potock, Jr., a highly
decorated United States Air Force officer who served in
Vietnam, continues.

INnAugust and September 1967, Walt participatedin
theDefenseof alucLuongDecBig, (LLDB), or Vietnamese
Specid ForcesCompany surrounded at Plel Mrong, Pleiku
Province, RVN. Hedsoflew adramacticair strikemisson
insupport of embattled Specia Forcesand north of Mang
Buk, KontumProvince, RVN, asoknownasHill 1121.

For both miss onsWalt wasfurther decorated.
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Fairfax C

.H. News

50 Years Ago

Fairfax County Tower
To Get First Tenants

By JOHN JENNRICH
Star Staff Writer

Two years after ground was
broken, the 15level Fairfax
County Administration Building
is about to become home for 800
employcs. .

The concrete and brown-tinted
glass structure is the highest
building in the county, standing
192 feet tall. .

Moving day will be about Sept.
11. Officials expect the nrocess
to take 17 or 18 days, and they
plan to fiil ope floor at a time.
They have 35 men lined up to
work 4 p.m. to midnight, Mon-
day through Friday, to move of-
fice equipment, Heavy equip-
ment will be moved on week-
ends.

Finishing Touches

This week, workmen are put-
ting finishing touches on the in-
side of the building, especially
on quarters for those agencies
now housed in rented office

space. Primarily, those are the|
supply division
and the welfare department. The

purchasing and

move is expected to save $6,800
a month in rent.

The structure—known unoffi-
cially as the County Tower—
stands with a new low-level

health building on 6.5 acres of g

land. The tower has 166,322
square feet of floor space and
the total cost is approximately
$4.6 million.

The new building is 200 yards
behind the county courthouse in
Fairfax City. Almost 90 percent
of the county employes will
move into the new building,
leaving the courthouse for of-

fices connect with the admin-

istration of iustice.

wil provide lavger chamber for
e larger chambers for

circuit court judges and more

courtroom space.

Parking lots around the tower
will provide 1,050 spaces. Inside,
levels A and B—underground on
some sides—will contain a|
60-seat cafeteria, communica-
tions facilities for the police and
fire departments, a press room,
and the board of supervisors
meeting room.

The first floor will have a re-
ception desk and lobby. Four el-|
evators serve the building,
which will contain staff offices
on floors 2 through 10, plus tele-
phone and air conditioning
equipment.

Execotive Level

Fully carpeted floor 11 is the

executive level, with office
space- for County Executive
Carllon C. Massey; department
heads; Frederick Babson, chair-
man of the Board of Supervi-
sors, and the public affairs of-
fice.
With the move, the county
overnment will convert its
switchboard telephone system to
a Centrex system, with an indi-
vidual number for each office.
The new central county number
will be 691-2000, and 691- will be
the prefix for all other offices.

The general contractor for the
tower is Blake Construction Co.
Glass werk was done by Pitts-
burgh Plate Glass Co.

Evening Star, September 1, 1969, p. B-4.

e —— - 4 E———

FAIRFAX CITY — By Owner, $36,500,

Roomy split level, 3 to 4 bedrm,
bath,

»2

beaut. corner lot, quiet res,

area, conv.
54 pet. loan,
273-

to everything., Assum
will argsider VA. Caﬁl
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Almost 50 years to the day it opened the Massey Building, aka
County Tower, opened it is being demolished.
Photo credit: Page Johnson

TWO ARE NAMED
TO VOTING BOARD

Thomas R. Chapman, for-
mer clerk of Fairfax County
courts, last night was appoint-
ed to one of two vacancies on
the . three-member Fairfax
City Electoral Board. |

Also appointed was Mrs.
Everett R. (Anita) Boyer.
The two appointees  replace
Mrs. Evelyn M. Kielsgard
and Col. James R. Alderton,
who recently resigned.

Evening Star, October 22,1969, p. C-5.
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Fairfax News of
50 Years Ago

Man Is Arrested
Near Draft Office

Fairfax City Police arrested a
Zl-year-old Falls Church man
yesterday on a charge of tres-
passing outside the city’s draft
board office.

Andrew J. Johnson, 21, of the
1030 block of Madison Lane, was
arrested when he refused to
leave a corridor outside Selec-

| Post Oifice building.

Evening Star, December 24,1969, p. A-2.

100 Years Ago

FAIRFAX, YVa, September 13—
Plans for the annual fair are com-
pleted. The fair will take place on
the 1st, 24 and 3d of October. The

first. day will be devoted to s celebra-
tion {n honor of the Fairfax county

soldiers in the war with Germany.

The feature of the second day will be
the exhibit of saddle horses, and the
third day the school children of the
county will parade on the fair-
grounds. The premium list is off the
press, and besides the regular prizes
offered by the fair association there
are numerous special premiums of-
[ereg by persons interested in the
work. _

tive Scrvice offices in the city’s

A band will be in attendance every
day, and on the date of the welcome
home celebration addreases will be
made to tha Boldiers by Representa-
tiva R. Walton Moore and F. L. Bal-
langer, chairman of the board of
supervisors. The ranking officer of
the loeal soldiers will respond to
these addresses. Besides a short drill
there will be no other formal func-
tions, and the day will ba given over
to entertainming the soldiers.

The county board of health held its
Annual meeting at Fairfax courthouse
recently and adopted a resolution in-
dorsing the state law which requires
public school children to be vacci-
nated before entering school. The
law. requires that every child must
be succesafully vaccinated before en-
tering the public schools. It is stated
that if the parents do not see that
this is done by their family physi-
cian, the physiclans of the county
board of health will visit the achool
and do the vaccinating.

The Fairfax school will’ open Mon-
day. The building and grounds have
been put in first class condition, and
all is ready for the year's work. Four
experienced teachers have been pro-
cured—Miss Harwood, Miss Thomp-
sbn, Miss Compher and Miss Plerce.

Evening Star, September 14,1919, p. 20.

"'i With the uppointment of S. R. Douohoe, of
~Fairfax County, as Federal prohibition direc-
tor for Virginia, there is added another to
,ibe already long list of cogent reasons why
‘continued maintenance of the Stute Depart-
‘yocat of Prohibition is uvnnecessary and a
drain on the public funds which are so sorely
pecded - In  divers other dircctions. Mr.
Donohoe, with the co-operation of cily and
county authoritles, will be able to enforce
the dry laws just as effectively, and perhaps
even more 80, than they are being enforced
"now. - Many memhers of the General As-
.Sembly are committed -to the abolishment of
.the State department, and there is every
:Teason to believe that at least a majority
of them when (he session convenes will vote
“to discontinue an expensive office which is
.ueither useful nor ornamneatal,

Richmond Times Dispatch, November 22, 1919, p. 6.
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Fairfax News of 100
Years Ago

Ih Interest in the American Legion
s spreading in the nearby counties
three posts having recaantly been es-
‘tablished in Fairfax County, at
‘Fairfax. Herndon and Falls Church,
:ud one in' Alexandria County.

Washington Herald, October 2, 1919, p. 3.

6ROOM NEW RUNGALOW, ON CAR HNE.I
at station, Fairfax Court House; §1.000 cash, |
balance easy terms. Address Box 2&-3.“3“: l
office, _ nye

I%wm‘ng Star, Nov;lTaer 19,1919, p. 31.
150 Years Ago

[ is stated that the little givl lately

outraged in IMairfax county, near Alex-

andria by a white man, died on Satur-
day afternoon. Henry Church, charg-
ed with the erime, will be sent to Fair-
fax county for trial.
excitement about the-affuir, and many

There is great

threats of lynching. The jail is strongly
ruarded,
Daily Critie, October 26, 1869, p. 3.

SPLENDID PoTATOES,—The neighboring
susty of Fairfax is already noted for the
wagoific2nt fruit it produces, and will soon te
¢jaally distingnished for its splendid vegatables,
“sme of the largest and 1inest Izish potatoes
sser brought to this city were raised this year
by Mr. Amos Fox, of 1'airfax Court House.
Alexandria Gazette October 28,1869, p. 3.

sexTExcen—Rufur Hughes, colored, who
was tried at Fairfax Court lHouse, an Monday
1ast, on the charge of attempting to commit 4n
outrage upon & young girl named Elizaheth
MeCawley, was sentenced by the Court to twenty
years Impriuomntnt in the penitentlary.

Evening Star, November 5, 1869, p. 4.

27

Carw Jack Bauyrs, of Fairfax county,
attended a #ale at the horse bazar in Wash-
incton vesterday, and had knocked down 1o
fim. at the first and orly bid of $59, a
splendid looking stailion, apparently worth
25,  Thecaptain sentthe horse to a livery
stable, but when he went there himsclf to
get him he was told that no human being
dared to approach him to lead him ont; that
Lis heels few like lightning at all who came
near him; that lie had nearly masued one
man to death against the side of the stall
who had gone there to feed hir, and that he
bit at prople as savagely as a mad dog. One
pstler, bolder than the resi, attempted to
mount him from the top ol the stall and
jide him out, but the vicions animal laid
down with him and neariy Kitled him.  The
captain was compelled to come away without
him, sud the #table keeper to retain an un.
pieasapt boarder.

National Republican, November 13, 1869. p. 4.

GirsEvs.—=The band of gipseys who were en-
campaed near hece g short time o, receniiy
passed throagh Fairfax Court House, aned are
traveljuyg up the Centreville tarnpike., 1o
saiel 1t the thicl whe stole the witches From
Mr Wileoxen, on Monday Last, belongad w this
Laml. .

DeaTit or A Barrst Proeacngin=The Boy,
Lovell Marders; a wi-ll known preacher belon 2.
Ing ‘to the DBaptist Charel) died at his bome
in Prince Willinm county on the night o' Mo
day last,

Ewvening Star, November 23, 1869, p. 4.

Ed. Note: Lovell Marders was also an early minister of Jerusalem
Baptist Church located on Chain Bridge Road south of Fairfax.

200 Years Ago
A House and Lot for Sale.

I offer for sale a two story brick
house and lot, situated on St. Asaph
street, Alexandria, at present in the

ek lenure and occupancy of Mr. Am-
brose Vasse. Itis a good and convenient
house, and will be soid on reasonable terms.
I'be premises will he shown,and terms made
known, on application to col. Francis Peyton,
Alexandria, or to the subscriber, near Fair-
fax Court-House, _
RICHARD RATCLIFFE.

mthtf

September 27

Alexcandria Gazgette October 7, 1819, p. 4.
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